
CANADIAN COURIER

S OmE uip-to-date pgper should start a "guessing conitest" as tathe real meaning of the Federal elections. Tlie people went
ta tlie polis and deiivered a verdict; but it seems ta liave been

a "sealed ýverdict," if we are ta judge by tlie difficuity tha 't tlie party

writers and leaders liave ini making out just wliat it means. A
Delphie utterance was clear by cantrast. TPle Govern'ment press
happily see that one ai its meanings was nat ta condonne the wrong-
doing of their party, and tliey caîl upon Sir WVillrid Laurier ta use
his strength ta drive out of lis fld at least the most inky ai bis

dliscaiaured slieep. Ah! if Sir Wi1lfrid could onlybe got ta realise lis
strength! He is onie oi the few public men wliose madesty is a

genuine weakniess. He neyer did credit bis awn great strength. in

1896,.when the Liberal party -was canlronted with the dilemma pre-
sented by the Manitaba School Question, Lauirier would not believe

that bis persanal strength was great enaugli ta enable him ta flatly
oppose coercian and y et keep Quebec. It was Israel Tarte-sO the
stary went-who preaclied at him on this point until lie was willing

ta risk moving his six-montlis-liaist amendment; and this was very

possibly the service rendered imii and the Liberal party by Tarte

which Sir Wihl1Jrid hiad in bis mmiid wlien lie said, alter that election-
"There is niothing toa goad for Tarte."

T O-DAY Laurier is dictator ai the Liberal party. He could' carn-
mand hiall bis Cabinet ta "walk the piank," and bis position-

would liardly be shaken in the country-if lie chose the hall with
discretion. As for the "gralters," lie can pitchi every man af tliem out
ni the râmi). neck and crok and not the wliole armv af them could

consider at the next elections; and that is. primarily the duty af the
Opposition.

S IR WILFRID referred ta this as his last appeal ta the people from
several platforms. After the encouraging majarity that flowed

in on the night of the 26th uit., we may surely regard this as no more
than a rx±etoricai flourish. Why should Sir Wilfrid retire while he lias
the strength t-o serve. lis country? Sir John Macdonald died in
liarness; and there could be no bettey example. Mr. Gladstone taiked
retirement and did actually witlidraw from publid life to compose his
soul with a vie~w ta' entering the future life free from the distracting
worrîes of earth; but he quickly emerged lrom that atmosphere of
aloofness and calm at the caîl af a new issue, and led his party to
victory and then ta an entireiy new battlefield. Great palitical leaders
do nat retire;, they die. Men who have given a life-time ta public
service cannat 'learn the trick af private citizenship. Every question
brings ta them a great public responsibility which they are utterly
unable ta leave ta athers with the indifferent slirug of the average
busy householder. They must speak; and their prestige gives ta
tlheir lightest word the note af leadership. Imagine Cliamberlain -in
goaci health and in retirement;" and anyone else attempting to lead
the Tariff Reform mavexnent in Britain! When Roosevelt talks
retirement, lie is compelled to bury himself in mid-Africa; and even
then most people expect hini ta return and lead the Republican hasts
again in the near future.

N'IMPORTE

The Voting Competîtion

N O daubt mnany people have beguni ta think about "Caniada's Ten
Biggest Me"and tlie "Courier's" voting' camipetitian. Nearly
everybodly bas a liazy nation of the list lie would write down,

but when lie puts his pen ta paper-it is different. Shall it be moral.
or intellectual or physical farce? Sliall it be politicians, or educa-
tionists, or noveiists, or the men who do things? Are the arclibishops
and missionaries and dactors and engineers and musicians to lie over-
looked in favour af the politicians, lawyers and railway-buiiders?
Careful thouglit will bring up the names af fifty ýor even a hundred
men wlio miglit, withl some showN1 af reason, lie called "big".

Thle first vating paper received conta;ined the lollowing names:
1)r. Osier, William Mackenzie, Charles G. D. Roberts, Arclibishop
Gauthigr, Professor Shortt, G. A: Reid, Sir William Van Horne,
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