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SILENCE VS. CIJATTER.

ITH1NK that I biave discovered thc solution of a great mystery~-
why men do not like to go ont to social funictions wvben women
like it so much. The solution is simplicity itself. Social funce-

tions are nîanaged by the ladies and are mun on thc systemi tliey
prefer. If mcen managed thcm and ran tliem as tiey would like, thc
ladies flot only would not enjoy attending tiem but as a ru.le tiey
would utterly refuse to bie seen at tliem. The 'difference between a
woman's idea of liow luman beings sbotild bdliave when brougit
together, and a man's, is ilîustratcd cvery time one attends an "after-
noon tea" and tien goes on to his club. From tlie moment lie enters
the reception rooms of bis fair hostcss until lie escapes to get bis
bat, lie is expected to talk. Rapid-fire conversation is tbe universal
yuIe. He must make an effort to get to every person lie knows în
the room who sees him, and to immediateiy tear off a few feet of
idpom-pom" cliatter. Evcrybody else is doing the same tbing, so lie
is bappily conscions that bis inanities are not overbeard. He is flot
even 'certain that they are heard by tic party at whom 'they are siot.
But this does not matter. The main thing is to appear communica-
t-ve and affable.

F a brute man were to enter sucli a reception room, ignore every-
body in the roomn except for a curt nod to, any one wbom lie

iappened to stumnble over, make for the- fireplace and settie down in
an arm-chair to a half-hour of musing silence, lie wouid lie universaliv
voted a boor. Indeed, sucli conduet wouid so far tlirow the average
iady-hike function off its balance as to break it up and justify tbe
calling in of the police. Yet tiat is precisely what this much, harried
mani wiil do wlen hie escapes fromn tic 'afternoon tea" and gets to bis
club. And no one wilI feel that lielias donc othier than behaved hiim-
self witli due decorumn and a perfect recognition of the conventionali-
ics. Ile hiasn't feit any tiouglit arisîig in bis mmiid that callcd for
tterance, and so he bas not beenl conscious of any obligation to speak.

In fact, if le talked for politenessq' sake-as lie had just been doing
ait bis lady hos-tessî's tic boys would vote bim a "b)ore"-wbiicb,
after ail, is îifinitely worse tian a boor-and tiey wouid not becsitate
to let li im feel their displeasure. 1le wouid have offended the conven-
tionalities oif club lîfe, and tbeyv would do somcetbing mucli more
effectivec than scnding for the police.

B UT biow wouild thc ladies likec that sort of bebaviouir? 'Not at ail.
For what dIo bumiian beings corne togethier at ail if not to ex-

change thouglit, tbey wvould ask. If a man intends to encase iimself
in silence, why should he not 8tay at home? But watch youir resting
chlb man by bis sleepily flickerîng grate fire. Presently a fragment
of talk from two or three otier members awakes bis car. They may
be discussing Siakespearean, acting or thcy mnay lic tciiing tic inner
facts about the latest political "deai"; but the subjeet, whatcvcr it is,
awakens in him a desire to put bis, opinion or knowlcdge into thc
comimon stock. So witbout preamible or apology-cither would be
regardcd( as affectation-lie joins in witb a crisp rcmark; and tic first
tbing lie knows, be is iauncbecd on thc bosomn of a brisk discussion.
Buit lie is cnijoying it. He is talking because he wants to talk and
because lie thinks that lie bas somietliiung to say. Prescntly the con-
versation mnay take a sbift or somne of the taikers may abruptly go
away; and lie again relapses into silence. Butt it is a contcnted
silence. Ice lias talked whien lic wanted to and lie bas stopped wbcn
be wanted to; and no one will ever criticise himi for talking too little
or stopping toc) soon.

ITis possible that the "salon" miay have brouglit the sexes together
in a fashion agrecahie to botb. This could only bie donc if the

ladies wcre willing to bie treated muichl as men treat ecd otier, and
if most of tic persons concerned were good taîkers and cnjoyed the
exercise. Both of these reqirements appear to have cxisted pretty

fairly in the French "salons" of a couple of centuries ago;-
certainly seem to have struck thie top note of social intere
fair as history lias recorded it. But to say that ail people sho
in "salon" fashion is like saying tliat ail people sbouid sing
of us lack the capacity. So long as the world shall last, pe
corne together who bore ecd other; and the best we can
that they will mitigate as far as possible their sufferings by
the regulations which do flot permit either the borers or ti
to rest for a. moment. Not ail club men are brîlliant; but the
of a club do flot require the man with a tin whîstle to keep
industriously as the mnî with a bass viol. MaIe convention
fellow-being to keep silence wlien lie lias nothing to say and k<
and it actively encourages him to keep silence when lie lias
to say andI doesni't know it.

THE MONOCLE

Uncle Samn's Sport

U NCLE SAM is undergoing lis annual sporting spasmn
whle of his glorious republic seems to have suspended
wle the more serions question of final basebaîl suprg

being settled. The American is not a sport lover of the sa
as tlie Briton. The latter likes to do things on the field e the f,
sec tiem done. "We have eaten; let us go out and kili sonr
lias been given as tic Englishman's idea of pleasuire, "Befor
let us go out and see sometbing" more fittingly describes thic
can. He likes to take bis sport sitting down and in sm;
between bis office and bis dinner. But once a year bie forgetý
and tbat is at the annual strugglc for the basebali ehami
Tlien bis business, lis comfort and somne of his meals are f
in his over-weening desire to sec something big. lie traveis f
and stands, in fine for long hours to get an opportunity to
his lungs at somne cbap wiose name in print lias become ýa pa
daily reading. Hie glories in the fact that he bas been there
morning reads witb great gusto tie newspaper reports that s
gate receipts to be greater than bas been.

For sport, like everytbing else in tbe United States, iý
measured in dollairs andi cents. The bail player draws a sal
speaks bis ability and sets tbe standard of bis popularity. T
ait a bail gaine is largeIy in proportion to tbat saiary, and the
occupies in tbe newspapers is in keeping.

BýasebalI in its finished state is a performance ratber than
It is the theatre witb the added interest of competition. Tt g
city a chance to speak its rivalry of another. It furnisies a
conversation in whicli ail grades of intellect may meet on
footing. It is as uncertain as horse racing and tlie ignorant
as apt to be rigbit as tbe weli-informed. It is tbus suited tý
iequiremients of a cosmopolitan nation and admirably fi
furinisliing a business community with a lapse from rouitin-e.

Wl,"ietler basebaîl is tbe American national sport. or
the reai sporting spirit, of tlie cbildren of Washington iý
scinted by Wall Street, must aiways remain more or lcss
qnestion. But at presenit basebaîl is the one phase of flnanc
occuipying tie attention of the entire Amierican people.

J. K

Men of To-Day-Concluded
sion is its mixture of practical experience and theoretical kni
MNr. Davison is one of tiose who represents tbe former mnost,
latter also. He should be an influence of considerable po,

Big »Van WitII Famoouu Nan

F YTTING it is that Mr. Edmund Boyd Osler, M.P., so

individual in Canada, perhaps, who bas made greatel
out of his confidence ini tbe growing value of Canladi an lai
course, he bas donc other things. Primariiy he is a bro
liavinig been labelied sucli since 1'867 lie bas so arranged bis
tbat miost of the real work is done by partners and empîoyees
his interests are divided between assisting Mr. Bordeni to ma
Conservative party, and iooking after his large raiiway, st
and land investments.

Mr. Osier is one of tiat famous Simcoc Couinty famil
gave Oxford its first Canadi1an professor; nor is lie the leasi
group of brilliant men. When a man is a m1emb)er of pari;
director of the Caniadian Pacific Railway, and president of n
important financial organisations, lie need not depcnd upon
brothers for a repuitation. The story of bis defeat when a c
for the mayoralty of Toronto is on'e of the most interestin
career. The cry was raiscd tiat a millionaire and a dircctc
C. P. R. could not be trulsted. lie was defeated-and Tor,
been asliamed evecr since. A more honourabje man neyer li
lie wiil be both an ornamrent and an influientiai member of
portant commission.


