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have aiwaysý been indefensible and are stili in the saine position. A
clause in the new act prevents race-tracks being buîit in future along
the international boundary line for the -benehit of those flot resident
in Canada. This miglit reasonably have gone farther and forced the
Fort Erie and Windsor institutions out of business. They have
existed for gambling purposes; and they have enabled United States
gamblers to pursue practices under the Union jack which were
impossible under the Stars and Stripes.

The compromise Miller Bill was absolutely necessary to clear
Canada's good naine from the charge of allowing her territory to
become a harbour of refuge for the gambiing element froin the United
States. It was also necessary to prevent the growth of the gamnbling
habit among mechanics and clerks who donated their money to hand-
book men. Further, it was necessary as a warning to Canadians who
regarded a horse-race as a gambîing rather than a sp'arting event that
their ideasý were quite un-British and also quite untenabie.

Parliament and ail concerned are to, be congratulated an lthe
excellence of the new law and on the splendid spirit exhibited by
those on both sides.

'N 0 hope.is left to the ship-builders en the Great Lakes that they
''will ever be able to build warshîps. The Rush-Bagot Conven-

lion will soon be one hundred years old, butit is still mighty and
omnipotent. Twelve years ago, the United States Congress aut 'hor-
ised an appropriation for a gunboat to be built on one of the Great
Lakes, but the Navy Departinent neyer let the contract. The, money
still lies inr Uncle Sam's strong box. In spite of aIl the efforts of
owners of inland shipyards, the spirit of the Rush-Bagot agreement
rnied the decisions of the varions secretaries of the U. S. Navy.

The disappointinents of the United States ship-buiiders are a
prototype of those coming to the ship-builders of Kingston, Toronto,
Collingwood and Port Arthur. When they try to get a share of
Canada's appropriation for a baby navy, they wiil be confronted with
the Spirit of an Ancient Agreement. They must content their souls
ini patience and see ail these fat contracts, with the accompanying
pomp and éclat which cornes to a shipyard receiving a naval contract,
fail to the lot of those who build ships on tide-waters. Quebec, St.
John and Halifax, with their more ancient civilisations and their
intimate relations with past and present military pomp, are again to
be favoured above their modern conipetitors.
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For iîaiîy years, most of Nova Scotia has been under that
option Dominion iaw known as the Scott Act. It didnot rl
prohibit liquor-seliing, but it made it iliegai. The new provincial
xviii have about the saine effeet. There is no reason ta believe
the province wiil enforce its own law any better than it enforced
federal law. Liquor-selling wili go on illicitly as before. People
continue ta get bad liquar when under a proper licensing systern i
might get good liquar and be saved the temptation ta becomne
breakers.

Prohibition of any kind cannot be a success in any portiai
Canada at the present time. Public sentiment has not yet reached
stage wrhere it will refuse to condone iliegal iiquor-selling.Maritime Provinces are probably nearer that stage than any aiportion of Canada, but much educationai work remains ta be d,
Nova Scotia will find this ont, especially since it allaws the citilof Halifax the privilege of drinking in bars and clubs, whiie refinthe saine privilege ta the citizens of Yarmauth, Tr <uro, Wind
Anmherst and Sydney.

A NEW usnry scheme has just been revealed in the Toronta FaO
Court. A man who is in need of money goes ta a company

they endorse bis note, charging hum a fee; lie is then sent ta anat
office 'ta get the note discounted at the. legai rate-twelve per cl
When he gets his loan repaid, lie finds that the two companies WCing together have collected fromim i in fees and discounts an arno
equal ta more than ioo per cent. interest. The ways of the boan slIare, many and devious and this recexitly revealed method is onlYof 'the "ways" by which the unfortunates in life's battie find a P
more staney than the ane they trod before.
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TrHAT estimable and 'ancient political journal, the Toronto GI,

.osuull aulyacrt in its political news, but, according

backed down on the question of a duty on colonial wheat; ti
whereas lie had once advocated a slight tax on it he naw favott'adnmitting it free. We cannot recaîl any statemrent by Mr. Balf(or even by Mr. Chamblerlain that colonial wheat shouid be taxDuring the general elections, a statement was made by a Birniingiinewspaper in which a sinali tax on colonial wheat and a larger t
on foreign wheat was advocated. This was accepted as a Chamnberl,
statement bnt was not fathered nor disavowed by that gentelUHowever, it was accepted by rrany people during the campaign a5
statement of Unionist intentions. To accuse Mr. Balfour of hti~1
this idea or of usin it in any way as a part of bis programmne
decidedly unfair. Mr. Balfour is too clever a tactician ta make stu
a simple error. The Globe doce hirn a great injustice, uniess itb
somne better information than its contemporaries.

Aside froin this, Canada wiil be pleased to know that coO1OIIwheat will be admitted free by the Unionists if they should bc retur
ed to power at the general election ivhich cannot be rnany lrt
away. Fnrther, it agaîn proves that Mr. Balfour considers the colOfli
an integral part of the Empire and entitled to speciai considerati0Wl


