
COUNTRIY AND SUBURBAN LIFE SUPIPLEMENT.

Homes and Gardens of Canada
5.--The Country Residence of Mr. Mortlimer B. Davis in the Laurentians

ERCHED on a man-made plateau eleven hu
dred feet above sea level,' a hundred fe
above a borsesboe-shaped lake that lies like
splash of blue in -a sea of green, Mr. Mo

B. Davis' country home in the Laurentian
Ste. Agathe des Monts, commands a panoraru
Ountain scenery that is probably unsurpasse
tstern Canada.
e house-a greyish, low, long structure of woo'ough-bewn stone with gabled roof and a Ioni
verandah, built in a style wbich is apparentl
aptation of the native architecture of the pro
of Quebec-stands in the centre of an estat
'ce or four httndred acres, cu a steep hillsid
iteý the littie village of Ste. Agathe.*
'Il up on the hiliside among the firs and pine
)use seems to stand on the side of a giganti
theatre, wherein the ranges of bilîs like tier
-ts, roll away to meet the sky in the bluie dis

It is estimated that on a clear summer'[
tie cansee mountain ranges fully forty mile[
from Mr. Davis' front windows.
;t'uiner, when ail these rolling, round-toppec
re covered with green, and the lake below i~
kling blue, but a shade darker than the vivid
f the sky above, one could not ask a more)riate picture for the caption "Canada iier," Here is peace and coolness, the delicious
ând coolness for which most city people yearn,
the suni is .highi and the days are warm.
ains and -mountain air seem to have a
ttly soothing effect on jangled nerves. The
lins are s0 big and still and man in comn-is so small, that nomtehwipran
>res may seem inth nreplcsote
irn among the moentinsteetest cu1 meadjustment of our sense of perspective,
Zcurs in no other part of that non-citified
known by the generic naine of "the country."

No jarring Sense of Newness.
Jing on Mr."Davis' verandab, in mîdsummer,
over the molling hilîs and down on the blue

'low, dotted perhaps with darting -motor
ýrnd slow-moving canoes, one can understand
the olden times sages and saints fled to the
rPeaée and why to-day the modemn business
i ity~ dweller grown wise wîthý the increasingthe world, seek the hilîste -place themselves

1 that state of mind from which tbey çan
,on the busy affairs of mankind, from the
and from above.
Davis' home on the mouintain side is but
over a year old, but owing to the skill with
hte architect has adopted bis style of ardui-

n-
et
a

r-
s,
[a
*d

d

y

e
e

s
c
s

By A. G. SCLATER
tecture te the landscape in which the bouse stands,there is none of that jarring sense of newness wbicbone experiences in ceming upon a new house bijilt inthe country. The stone fromn wbich the bouse is built-lim.estone cut in that zigzag style that is peculiar
to the stone work of old French-Canadian manor
houses-looks old and grey and weather-beaten animigbt easily have been in position a bundred years.
Altbougb the grounds and terraces about the house
are stili uncompleted and in the early stages of anevolution ficm a rocky hi*lsidle, wbich will endfinally in the velvet lawns and luxurious flower
beds which the skill and art of the landscape gar-dener makes possible, tbey are, bowever, farenough advanced to give one some idea of thebeauty of the estate which will surround the I ouse
when they are completed.

House and Furnishings.

At presenit the interest cf a visiter to Mr. Davis'Fome in the country is confined principally to theshouse itself and the beautîful scenery in the midst
of which it stands. One enters the bouse freim the
north througb a suni parlour, and cemes at once.into the living-room, in this, as in most' countrv
houses, the most important room in the house. Aswas the custoi in the old French-Canadian manriebouses, the bouse is huilt one reoom deep and theliving-room occupies the full breadth of the bousefrom east to west, overlooking a panorama of lakeand mountain on the one side and looking up themountain side on the ether. The, furnishings ofthe livi ng-reom, and the maniner wbich the architectý
bas decoratêd it, form a singularly attractive coin'-«hination of the uftra-modern and the Old English.

The" reoor, conforming as it does to the generalshape of the bouse, is long and wide, with ratherhigli ceilings, raftered in dark oak, with a floor oflight oak, white walls and the bîgh, narrow windows
buried very deep in the thick walls, that are 50characteristic of the sturdily-built Canadian bouses
after wbich the bouse is partly patterned. At eitherend of the room are built from ceiling to floor, stonefireplaces of rough, rounded boulders, witb dark,veryý heavy andirons, which harmoîjîze marvellously
well witb the beavy proportions of the fireplaces.
The walls and the spaces between theý oak raftersare white and unornamented in. keeping witb tbescbemne of decoration wbich holds good throughoutthe house. There are no pictuires on the walls, al-tbough at first owing te, the skilful way in whicbthe wall space is cet up, the omnission is flot at firstnoticed, Thle absence of the usual rows of pictures

This Bedroom Wîndow of Generous Light Affords a
>Splendid Vîew of t .he Distant Laurentian fi:i.

on the walls is appreciated as being essential, afterone has seen the rest of the house as to the carrying
out of the motives which animated the archjtectin designing the interjor of this lovely homne.Down the centre of the room runs a long oakentable of antique design, with bench-like seats ofsimilarly antique design with rattan seats on eithe
side. Before the fireplaces are drawn, up -old-
fashioned winged-back' chairs, covered with gaily-
coloured cretonne.

The carpet is of green, with a border of con-ventional flowers in duil red, and the window cur-tains are of a quaint pattern that sonehow or otherheips to heighten the antique-modemn atmosphere
of the room. AIl the furniture is antique, time-blackened and of oak, and the most of it has beenbrought from Englandl by Mrs. Davis herself.

As in a good picure, every detail is put'in for adeinýte purpose and heighitens the effect which thewhole roomr is intended to convey. Everything
seems to fit into a definite place in the whole schemeof decoration and one gains the impression onentering the room that the designer of the decora-tiens and the buyer of the furniture, the carpets,and the window curtains, had a definite idea as tohow the room was to look long before its differentparts had been brought together. There is a clear-ness, a brightness, a cbeerfulness ' and an art about
it aIl that is wbolly satisfying.

Thînterior of the bouise is the saine, and the
* odesand stiffliess of tbe "mioniochiromie" systemodecoaton wbcfrstebasis apparently of

he schee of decoration adopted, is relieved andbrightened by the damk, warmi colours of the oak,.mnahogany and rosewood furniture, which is usedin miost of the roems. WVithout exaggeration theinterior of Mm. Davis' bouseý can be.said te be awork of art, and the decsîgning of it is cmedited teMIrs. Davis, wbo is regarded te bel amiong thosewbo know in Montreal, one of tnie miost tastefulwýomen in mnatters that have te, dou with the interiorfittings of a modemn bouse. If Mfr. Mortimier Davis'}'ctuse at Ste. Agath.e dones net bear out this con-tention, his Montreal boeuse mnost certainly wili.
0f course, be-sidles being a wc(rk of art, Mr.Davis' bouse is a homie in the truesýt sense. It islighted by electricity frei Ste. Agathe and by"bags"a liqijfiel iliuminating gas that is brouglitfrein the haunts of civîlization in tanks, Inci-dentally tbis gas is tisec for the cooking. 'Phenthere is spring wvater te drink, brought frein a meoun-tain spming far Up on the hillsîde. and water for

»istitute an almout Perfec-


