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A Scene from "The. Bridai Path," Thompson Buchanan'a New comedy, Now Running at the 3gth Street Theatre.

New Plays of the Week
rHE, Irish Players have once more hung their

harp in Gotham's theatrical babel. Crook
j plays, strident melodramas and cacophonous

chorus ladies niake a babel indeed. But the
harp hangs high and above the di'h the attentive ear
may catch'the strains of its weird and compelling
music. And this attentive ear the public seems more
than ever willîng to yield. A year's reflection has
but deepened first impressions and proved the ricb-
ness of the Player's offerings by comparison.

A popular or even widespread. interest in the
literary dramna is, of course, too much to ask-as
yet. And we who confess to its enjoyment have still
to admit an exclusiveness of taste that borders on
the "queer." Fortunately interest in the Irish
Players is not wholly dependent on exclusîveness
of taste, else we should not now be enjoying a
second visit. The breadtb and variety of their work
bold a universal appeal and will make profitable,
we hope, many more visits to these spiritually alien
shores. Their cbart this season will also, no doubt,
take themn farther inland, and should Canada be
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new offerings. Among tbem, "The Magnanimous
Lover," by St. John Ervine; "Patriots," by Lennox
Robinson; "Maurice Harte," by T. C. Murray;
"Damer's Gold," by Lady Gregory; "The Countess
Cathleen," and "A Pot of Broth," by William Butler
Yeats. "A Pot of Broth" shows the author in an
entirely new mood. A tramp surprised in the home
of a farmer, while be is looking for food, fails to
wheedle a meal out ofthe farmer or his wife. Then
bis wits come to.his rescue. He sings the farmer's
wife a song to, flatter her, and shows her a sup-
posedly magic rock which he has picked up on the
road. This rock and water, he declares, will make
as fine a pot of brotb as can be fouT.d in aIl Ireland.
Distracting her attention he filîs the pot with al
the vegetables he can find in the bouse. Then
feigning gratitude he takes the food he bas cooked
and goes bis way, Ieaving only the rock in the pot.
Artbur Sinclair, one of the most unctious comedians
that ever set foot on a stage, plays the tramip.

"The Magnanimus Lover," of St. John Ervine,
is based on the theme of "Hindle Wakes,' that is,
the social psition of the wçxnan wbo refuses to
accept moral regeneration throuigh marriage. The
cbaracters aire a woxnan wbo has lived tbrougb ten
years of disgrace, and ber lover, who returns after
this interval with an offer to marry ber and take
care of the cbild. He admnits that be does not love
ber and is marrying ber to save bis own soul. Her
reply is, "If I mnarry, it will be to save my own soul
and not that of Henry Hinde."

lire
boldly and huniorously exposed. When the humbled
Natalie finally sues for peace, the bared truth on
both sides is found to offer a substantial foundatioîî
f or future happiness. Ann Murdock plays the
heroine and there is mucb magic in her art.

"Romance"~ is a play in three acts with prologue
and epilogue. In the prologue it develops that the
young nephew of Bishop Armstrong.is engaged to
marry an actress and a remonstrance witb the boy
serves to introduce the Bishop's own romance, which
occupies the three acts of the play proper. As the
Bishop begins to relate this love story of his early
if e the scene melts into a picture showing him forty

years earlier as the young clergyman of St. Giles
church. This second scene, which is the first act
of the play, shows a reception hall in the home of
one Cornelius Van Tuyl, one of the leading New
York bankers of that day. An entertainment is in
progress with Cavallini, the famous opera singer pre-
sent as the leading artist of the occasion. The young
clergyman ineets the singer and fails in love with
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