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The Price of Victory
By Rev. Edward C. Cummiing

WAITING ROOMS of the
Hgreat London Terminus were

crowded to their fulleat capa-
cit with those who bail been
drawn from tbeir homes on

lie chl 7 aprxng morning as thouh by
oome commonpurpose or some irresistible
force. They had corne froin ail walks of
life and grades of society, and yet on tbe
faces of aIl of thein there seemed to be
the saine look of a common sorrow-the
samne atare of anxiety.

Here stood a girl who bad evidently
been raised in the very lap of luxury and
whose long sable coat spoke of extrava-
gance. She had been reared with ail the
accomplisbmients that the modern ladies
college could give bier and a period of
foreign travel could perfect. Hem life bad
bitherto been one long round of social
engagements and expensive excursions,
with no greater concemn than the marmiage
that would secure for lier a plaoe in the
society to which she belonged. At ber
side stood another výqman who bad long
aiie learned to risc at the call of the fac-
tory bell ,summioning bier to lier day of
drudgery and toil. She bad corne fromn
the other end both of the city and the
social scale. Every day she had trudged1
bier way to the crowded factory after she(
had made the necessary arrangements fori
ber brood of littie tots, ini order that she1
miglit augment the all too small familyE
Encone and thereby provide tbem withi
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those al too, numerous streams of pain,
which flow back to those at home,
rninding them of the grim struggle into
wbich they have entered.

Outside the city bad not yet awakened
to its day of teeming life and big thinks.
The sun was just, begmnning to tinge its
cbimneys with the goldeuw promise cf a
new day in the great tragedy which had
fallen upon its life. The historie spires of
Westminster glittered in the morning
light, while beneath themn the halls whememn
debates that would live on the pages of
bistory were strangely silent

Theme bas neyer existed suchi a strangé
citastthis. Withi a couple of hundredmile te great guns of the mightiest
armies mn ail history are belching forth
their streams of molten <leath and hun-
dreds of ber sons are eoing to their honored
deaths-yet this cty sleeps on-goes
about its business as in the piping days of
peace. The government bas called for
millions of men, and it bas given the
flower of its manhood and bas promisd
to spend the last shilling if need b, yet
there'bas been no demonstration and ne
flag waving.

It bas buckled on its armor witb a
grim determination to lay upon the altar
of her service its very life tbat the struggle
may have a successful issue. There bave
been those who bave laughed at the -con-
servatism of this people, but i the crisis
it bas stood the test and men bave gone
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the bare necessities of life. Beside herm from all classes of its life into the stmuggle.rstood a littie boy of two summers wbom There have been no hymns of bate, butshe bad found impossible to leave at with grim determînation, it bas gone inhome, and wbo was sobbing because of to win in the war for the rights of a larger
the cold. In hiem attempt to stop the' bumanity.

jWare 01 wail she wrapped him im tbe already The streets were alrnost deserted exceptIIII<USthreadbare cloak she was wearing, that for those great lumbemîng wagons makngimen liemigh bejusta lttlewarer.Here their way to the mamkets. The newstand.sstands a middle-aged couple whose bair were opcning up to receive the papersd 0 the showed the sigus of the approaching frost. with the atories of those great fights outlerh el They were waiting patiently, eneaging "in there on the blood-soaked fields ofuru 0f a low conversation regamding the încoming Flanders. The clang of the ambulancetrain. Over yonder stood a bride of but bell breaks the strange silence as it hurriesa few months, with the tears upon bier on its ivay to join the alrcady long limej, siI loin hekwil er obrwaiting in the approaches to the station*8f 8 was a man bowed down with the weigh the disgorging of the river of pain.
* ~ of many years. rnside the station the crowd stili waits;tImeDL It is a strange cowd this, so different its members were tryîng to pass the time

to the crowds which are usuially found entcning into the secrets' of each othei's_ q - here, bent on pleasure and business. The lives and on every hand could 1)e heard,Ssmiling faces, reininiscent of the holiday, the nmres of French towns whosc maines
with the smell of the sea and farin upon take to themselves new pronunciations.
their clothes, is alinost absent but in its "Yu'ts Aiss, rny bloke wvas 'it, in theplace there is a look of sorro%v-the un- 'ead in the' last.gerap. That plaiee wiv ae.li. ro. canny look of unshed tears. Most of them funny naine" thce ast-ender confides 4o

g% had pom.sesd thernselves of the littie red the society girl. She sîîpplied the narne
h4.inI erninent "permit" which had given of Neuve Chappelle with a perfect Par-then ares tothestation, althouth hr isaacet1

%vsomie whio had not bccn so fortunate "X'us, thiets it. 1 knowedl it wnas sain-
_________and who were waiting out.side in the vain thini' about a chpi in it. Yen sce 'e m-ent1ghope that. sonie îînforeseen cause would :uuît wiv the fust lot and got pottedi; thcvy
Ibring a teiîîporary lift ini the alrcady sendls 'ini 'orne l'lt 'e gcts bcttcr so the'~~ w stringent ules. They had already waited seim 'nb:ck agin. Blil w.as ia'valida along tirne, buit if the twvo hoîîrs lcngth- gre:it for a. scrap and 'e tas er me,

-aie ae into twice that number tbey were oh:al, egail, I1%-( got, ter go-if 1 gets;le diet. stiwiing r o wait on andl kecp tlieir Ipotteti1, ivliîN' Vr«Ilget the penshui e ýrviilfrte had cone to N'ait. ý,eif anddthie kidls.''unere-,rnalted The tratin' had mot leen schcduîled, for It n'as thle sam11e aid storv of n'luîni n water. it was onte of those long govcrimnnt trains, s:lcrific.e anid te girl wilwed ais she hieard
bearimg hicak ta the <'ty those w~ho hail it andi iokodil jut e tbecreworn fe
given tlbeinselves ini flic eause of a great thNe wornian.
ideal whl h, h. uie thev nay mot b.l e 11'1Yci. (](,l:Ir, 1I lîpe it w il!l flo .'11
to 1t11derstanl1 its grcatness, believe :t to)balt bis tinie, :111(l t i I ii eor th,, ~lat'1 i-_l' oltuic. It S HICcfable ta s at bornle He icliaget
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