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naturo and scope arestated by the writer in the
following interesting pussage, which might huve
been taken from a modern sermon : * Let us not
think to give heerd und believe now only, while
we uro admonished by the presbyters; but like-
wise when we huave depurted home, let u re-
member the commandments of the Lord, and
not suffer ourselves to be dragged off the other
wuy by our worldly lusts; bLut coming hither
moro {requently, let us strive to go forward in
the commandments of the Lo, that we, all
having the same mind, may be gathered to-
gether unto Jife, . . . For @ myself, oo, heing
an utter sinner, and not yet escped from temnp-
tation, but heing wtill amidst the engines of the
devil, do my diligence to follow after righteous-
ness, that I may prevail so far at least as to come
near unto it, while [ fear the judgment to come.
Thercfore, brothers and sisters, after the God of
truth hath been vead, T read to you an exhorta-
tion* to tho end that yo may give heed 10
things which are written, so that y¢ may save
both yourselves and him thut readeth in the
midst of you ' (17-19),

The three remaining writings, the Shepherd
of Hermas, the Marty rdom of St. Polycarp, and
the Epistle to Diognetns, we shall exclude from
our list, a5 they are of somewhut Liter or of
doubtfulilate,

The Apostolic Fathers have been subjected to
a eriticism only less revere than that which s
been brought to boar on the New Testwment ir-
selt. The resutt has been the same in each case
tho truth shines with increased lustre,  Bishop
Lightfoot, whose judgment and fearning were
ay profound nx his piety wd modervation, =pent
the best part of twenty years in calleeting evi-
dencoon this subject, and has practicadly closed
the controversy for all who set truth above
projudice, There are, however, some crinent
seholars) liko Professor Piteiderer, to whom this
romark does not apply. e rejects the Tgnatiun
lottors as spurious; but he also rejects as spurious
the greater purt of the Avts of the Apostles. Those
erities who helicve that the Fourth Gospel was
not written until the middle, or even the end,
of tho secona century, natnrally rejeet as spuri-
ous the epistlos of St Lgnatius, whiel (eeord-
ing to Bishop Lizhtloot) refer to St Joh’s Gos-
vel o xcore of times,  Feonld not be otherwise,
{Vlml‘ noman soes depemlds quite as much upon
his poing of view &= upon hix evesight, Foror-
dinary Christians it will be suflicient o know

that the genuineness of’ the most questioned of

tho Apostolic: Fathers is not less certain that
thate of Sty doln’s Gospel,

It may e more than a coincidenee that the
study o the Fathers synchronises with the
brightest days of the Reformad Chureh of Eng-
lnnd, and their nogleet with the dark.st, The
waupon of the Reformers was Holy Seripturein-
torprotaed, not according to cach man's private
Judgment, but aecording to the traditions of the
oarly Chureh. Not thut they set the Fatherson
thoramy level ns the Seriptures; they reeog-
nized the one to bo the Word of God, and the
other only the word off man; but they trinm
phantly cited the Fathers as anthoritative wit-
nessos of what was believed and practised inthe
Primitive Churclhi,  They  freely  quoted the
Fathers in their homilios and sermons; even on
ordinary ovensions; but about the middle of the
sovonteenth century this practice began o be
abandoned, and the Fathers rapidly fell into
contempt.  Then (whether post hoe or propter
hoe) followed the night of the eighteenth cen-
tury, a night of spiritual slumber, when dark-
noss covored the Chureh) and gross darkness the
peeple.  But with the rovival of religion in the
mnoteenth contury the study of the Fathers has
alzo revived.  So tmportant did Bishop Light-
foot pereeive thisstudy to be, that he abandoned
tho work in which he had been engneed, with
80 much ruecess, of” commentating on St Paul's
epistles, and devoted the rest of his life to pro-
ducing his standard work on the Apostolic
Fathors.

The trustees of Bishop Lightfoot's Fund have
deserved well of tho Church by issningin a
single volume the revived text of the Apostolic
Fuathers, with the Bishop's translation, and short
introductions. It is published by Macmillun &
Co.; price 168,

(To be continued.)
“COMING TO TIHE COMMUNION,” OR

MEDITATIONS UPON TIIIE PRAYER

BOOK SERVICE.

By Mr WiLBERroRrcE NEWTON.

The Prayer Book E.chortation.

I. ¢ Deurly beloved in the Tiord, ye who mind
to come to the Holy Communion of the Budy
and Blood of our Saviour Christ, must consider
how St. Paul exhorteth all persons diligently
to (ry and cexamine themselves, hefore they
presume to eat of that bread, and drink of that
cup.”

In this passage from the Communion Service
a threcfold leszon is eontainel.  Here we are
tanght: st The character of those who ure to
come (o the Commuiion, = The dearly beloved
in the Lowd,” 2od, The character of the feast,
“Lhe Holy Communion of the Boly and Blood
of onr Saviour Christ.””  3rl. The duties of
those whoare to partake of'it, * Diligently to
try ool examine themselves,”  Fiest, thon, this
exhortation i= adilressed only to those who are
anlied the = Denrvly beloved in the Lopd,” 1s
there any re=triction then, you say ? Is the one
Loovd Josus Christ who tasted death for every
min to be kept simply to the few Chureh mem-
hers of the parish 2 Why is there this line of
distinetion?  Why  these two elisses in the
Chureh—those who are ealled the * Deurly be
loved in the Lord,” and those who are lett ont ?
Does Christ love some fess than He loves others 7
Did Hedie tor a select few, for a party, for :
nation ?

Not xo.  Christ's wonds are, * God so loved
the worll that He gave Ilis only begotten Son
that whoseecer believeth in Him should have
everlasting Tite”  But you may savy [ do not
fike to have the Church divided in thisway; [do
not tike to have some persons ealled Christinns
and others spoken of as not being Christinns, |
do not believe that all who are not Church mem-
bers are not necessavily Christians, or that cu-
trance in the parish register is oncand the same
as having your name written on the Book of
Life,  Awd this muy all be very true, but what
ix to be done it the Chureh is to be a something
ditferent from the world 7 Break down the bar-
rier lines yonsay ; tear down the hedges; de-
stroy the fences, and the outside sheep wiil
comein,  Yes, and by the stuine principle work-
ing in the same way the inside sheep will go
out. Christ’s words are: * Fear not, litt]e tloek,
itis your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom” ot the future, not the kingdom of the
present world, It must be so as long as there
are two wills in the world—the will of Gad and
the will of unchanged self. When the el
cometh, when Christ shall have delivered np the
kingdom ot God, even the Father, when lHe
shall have put down all anthority and power,
and all enemics under His feet, then there will
be no barrier line, then ~in will be swept away
from the earth, and there will be no need to
say, * Kuow tho Lord)” for every one shall
know Ilim from the least unto the rreatest, and
the earth shall be tilled with the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters cover the sen. But while
tho Chureh is struggling with error and indit-
ference and sin, so long as it is o hard thing to
be in the world and yet not of the world, and
while you teel eonvineed that all that is in the
world—the lust of' the tlesh and the lust of the
eyes and the pride of lite—is not. of the Father
but is of the world, so long must there be » line

drawn between those whose Church is the world
and those whose Church is Christ. Far from it
that any one should thank God as the Pharisee
did, that he was not as other men are. (od
forbid that any should say, * Draw not near, 1
am holier than thou, Tho temple of the Lord
are we,” This is not the way we are to come
unto these holy mysteries ; whoever will let him
come unto Christ and live, and then this
sacrament will help him in realizing Christ’s
love to him and in conscerating himself anew to
His service,

Ye who draw near unto this holy sacrament,
remember again your boly privileges: Ye are
dearly beloved in the Lord. You should bedeur
to one another because of your oneness with
Christ, Remember the fellowship of the
Apostles when they were one in the hallowed
presence of the Lord, And let this be our fel-
lowship, one with another, Lot us realize
Christ’s love to us in these ~ymbols of Ilis own
appointing. and may we each feel —unworthy
though we be—Ilis love to us, as the Apostle
John felt it and freely basked in the warmth
and light of the Divine sunshine.

I1. What then is the chavacter of this feast,
this saerel Lord’s Sapper? It is called the
[Toly Commnnion of the Body and Blood ot
Chreist. A foastis always aoseason of commu.
nion,  Itis strange that both human instivet
and human nsage have always hallowed  the
period of feasting with social und friendly inter-
course ;s the feasting of tood with the feasting of
the minds, the flow of spirits with the invig-
oriling cheer of the round table full ot guests,
Aud both in Christendom and heathendom this
thought of the commuuion of spirits at the fam-
ily board has been made the basis ot the sacru-
ment ides, the double communion of sucrifice
and praise, devotion for the present and thanks-
giving for the past, both thoughts strung upon
tho central thought of communion with the
Divine power.  The heathen classics are full of
this idea of the feast of sacrifice, wo see it in
the fibations poured out to the gods; in the
blvady butchering of whole hecatombs of eattle
and in the eating of the cakes of salt. This
idea runs throueh the entire human mind, and
it was npon this that the Jewi<h sacrament of
the Passover was instituted.  Andon the last
evening ot ClirisUs life an carvth, before the
(‘rucitixion, on the evemng of the eelebration of
this old Paschal feast of unleavened bread, He
cluses the old Jewish sacrament idea and
changes the feast ot deliverance from Egyptinto
o feast of rejoicing over a greater, better de-
liverance, a redemption for all time and for
every nation from a stronger tyranny than
that of Pharash—even from the slavery of =in.

So then this Lord's Supper is a memorial
feast, when we think of the past) it is a sacru-
ment to help us in the Chrislian life when we
think of the reality of ChrisUs presence with us,
when the soul meets the Lord Jesus in prayer,
—and this conununion is the highest kind of
prayer,—and it is a saerifice of renewed devo-
tion and consecration when we think of the fu-
ture.  Thu~ by this threefold cord of memorial
and sacrament and sacritice for the past, the
present, wind the future, this Lord's Supper is
most traly the Holy Communion of the By
and Blood of vur Suviour Christ.

*“ Dearly beloved in the Lord, ye who mind
to come to the Holy Communion of the Body
amd Blood of our Saviour Christ,” let us thus
commune with Him; remembering the past with
thanksgiving ; realizing His presence with us
for the present and devoting ourselves anew to
1lim for the future ; let us draw near with faith,
communing with our Lord and receiving this
sacrament o our great and endless comfort.”
And now,

Lastly, let us look at the duties of those who
are to partake of this Communion—they are to
remember the exhortation of St. Paul, and are
“diligently to try and cxamine themselves be-
fore they presume to eat of that bread and



