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ther . onering and Mrs. Tworing Quar-
here Line and [leet at

el Over .KM
Home of Mutual Friend.

jephones on party wires were
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o111 SRUBANLE

perfeCtly I have had- a lovely after- |
noon. And out she went.

“If ahe had not gone, I would kave
done so, '’ said Mrs. Twonng.

‘“Why, I thought that you were get-
tin‘g along beautifully,* said the hes-
tess! A

‘‘Her telephone is on my party wire,
and she bothers me very much.”’

Mrs. Tworing and Mrs. Onering pass
each ‘other on the street as strangers
and when ttey. conflict in wsing the
'_teh-phnm each treats the other with]
{ frigid politeness.

} So nfany hostesses in Suburbanville |

| bave had similar awkward exp(nenv»\ |a

:Lhat they have now applied to the tele

wounld the winter come when summer
time was ended.

‘What could the winter be? the chil-

dren thought, and one wee miouse made |

bold to say he did not care, and it
might come any time tor him, He had
just caught, and eaten a tiny fiy that!

had crept through the

nest, and he would catch and eat the

no doubt. Why wuot? [Ile

and bold enough

winter. too,

was getting strong
for anything.

His mq
tle ear showed ¥
silenced all
and then the win

{ ter_was as far bevend theijr thinking =s

ther gave a pat where his 11t

ink between the grasses

and his

silly talk at once

went on to tell how

in Suburbanville there has| { phone company for a classified Tist of | the blue sky was high sbove their
uced | the party telephomes in use, so that {wo | heads.
thorough readjustment of | -
peen 8 very | women who use the sameé¢ wire may not ‘““The warm, soft wind that rings ou
Th arty - wire =wtem‘ | s s ot
ol fends. e P be invited at the same time.-—New |bindweed be)ls '’ she said. ‘‘and makes
ts three or four telephones on the | [ York Sun — sweet music .7n the grass will turn to
. i | Ki¢ ] ‘2
i ke ery telephone bell on | cold and bitter blasts that will blow
2 wire. Ev The Harvest- e Family i
= rings at the same time, Theé - VPRI Tty the” leives “about, and then the bells
s wire bat is wanted isin. | 1ittle Mrs. Harvest-Mouse loved a|will wither one by one aud fall away
§ jal telepbone tha = { hedge bottom. She always said it was|and the grasses will turn quite dull
~ R " :
wby the number of times the bell | | more private than the open field, and{and . dry and run agai nct each other

Rach snhscriber on a party wire !alcu‘xhs thought about the farmer and !with a shrill and fearsome sound as the

Iy acquires 8 decided ' contempt

= if oot batred for every other sub- |

|
mkl'on the same wire, |
wﬂuuv\lle s social lines were for- |

membership in|

perly marked by
Wmngteganmh in some one uf
dozen or_more whist clubs and last- |
¥ by flie butcher who supplied the,
gaily. When Mrs. Smith wanted to |
te & dozen congenial women to|

wm a whist  or bowling club, she|

grted out on her list the women who |
jzed the same butcher and went I

10 1be same church.

gisce the party telephones have been ’
petin it has made the problem of col
joting & dozen congenial women ~<\‘
waplex that it would puzz'e a gradu- |

gein double entry bookkeeping. Not
wly must the hostess bear in mind
the congregation to which thée women |
jlong and the butchiers whom - they 1
ﬂum, but she must be sure not to
mtogether two women who use the
gme party wire, Such a disaster hap
laét week ‘
| Ms. Onering had never met Mrs, 1
woring, though their telephones were |
the same wire. When Mrs Two
’s tefephone - was put she thor-
hly enjoyed the novelty ot calling
all of her fri nds who had tele-
gs a dozen times a day. Mrs. One-
had become accustomed to
, and the continual jangling
M. Tworings'—calls annoyed her.
i lively skirmishes followed over
ithe wire.
Ostmorning when Mrs, Onering was
asrionsty teléphone for a cabl to catch

in,

her

gbnltom

ousy with
| Mouse

W e comes ut  the but

leaves the long, stiff grass in the hedge |

to « corn

safe _and  standing when the |
eorn is all carried away to the barn

So when Mr,
talk to Mrs.
to build their home she begged bhim to|

[choose the long, stiff grass in the hedge |

Harvest-Mouse began to |
Harvest-Mouse about where |

bottot rathier than the corn in the fiefa, | tre future; snd-sire=told-them a1l what

| That is'how it happened that their tiny | they must do For,”' said she, “‘the

nest was burlt between the grass stems, | Winter is too great and strong for tiny
and  they built it ' very cunningly of | Creatuces like ourselves, und so' whilg
narrow blades and hitsof feather of {the big world and the hedge hottom
any s fand bending stuff that they |8r¢ bearing the cold;weather we may
{coutd find) and they fixed them all in|d/eep quite peaceluily, each in a4 tiny
such a clever way that at last a wee | Dole, until the winter time is over and
u\va nest po bigger than a «nu«t‘ﬂ" summer —comes agsrn.  You must

ball was fixed high up ameng the stiff | ek your holes when the right time

green stalks as if it grew there by it- [Comes and then be sure to curl your

self. It was soft and light and very "‘”"‘ well into keep them from the |
thin, so the svmmer air blew gent]y |frost 2

through and kept it nicely aired. Fhey al] squeaked a little promise to |

The taller grasses round
about hid it from the
tle

them,

standing
hawks, and a-lit
bindweed then grew up and helped |
the

from one

stems and
to anoth

It twined around

wisted its tendrils

er, then hnung its tiny bells about and |

made
Mr.,
when

a merty garden near the nest.

Harvest-Mouse very ;»l(‘ns’mi '

all

was

was done and felt happier |

still when “eight little baby mice were |
snug and safe 1nside., They fitted ruto)
the sott, round ball quite perfectly

|which shows how wee they were

And

days,

the hot
Harvest-Mouse was |
Mr.
here and there

now through
while “Mrs,

the

summer |

children, Harvest

col-

was running
lecting news for his wife and flies and |

ther food for himself and for-his fam

eertain frain she waited fo Mrs, oo bt sehneen v menem
R otisg to get through telephoming| "~ PeRTEW: VRS, SIEIE T o
— il ber patience was exhausted. Then be - was, ‘"d_ as  for her; she was the]
: 'ibke in.on the  wite. with there !.‘Anx(‘k(~»1 daintiest little lady in the|
= - { land, and she taught her children to be
\I".nvt you please give me a cbance v,(nn'k and .»! 1inty too. She also taught
all up-the Tivery stuble? I'm in a them to be good, though what she
e ) . would have dooe had they been-nanghty 4
'"‘" you, indeed?’’ said the voice. ‘X cannot tell, for there was not a corper |
ete and o are you?'’ in the bouse to stand them in
 Yukon "lm Mrs. Onering. Who are you?"’ She ran nimbly all about the outside
hat "am Mrs. Tworing, and 1 shall [of the nest, and when the little ones
o : in to central that vou iave been | began to bite each other’s tails for fun
sning. ' 3 she patted gently through the open net
L "Well, then, I will tell central that | work of the walls and told them how |
Bt help listening because you are their long tails would be useful when
; the telephone all ‘the time. I |they came to climb the tall, stiff grasses |
he time #8 much right on this wire as you in the green and mazy world of the
2 n hedge bottom where they lived,  And
“Oomes from baving ill bred persons | the bindweed quite agreed in what she
Wwire, and’’'— said, for it knew the value of a tail to
"Mple who never had a telephone | bold by,
e and’’— One warm evening the little mother |

complain, and" -

Won't stand it a’'—

“Sach dmpertinence. '

-1, and both telephones rang
; h sam; time. It so bappened
Bl Onering and Mrs Tworing
"8t know cach other hy sight.
iWete both guests at a Helping
pejal, and, happening
ither, they opened conversa-
the formality of an intro-

to be

d her ‘h wondered why she had
l‘s B to racet the other before.
R ? #me to the subject of tele-

y telephone a  great con-

8aid Mrs. Onering, “‘but I
‘ Wost disag)eenble people on
D has - jast bad her tele.
% in,and she works it to death.
bas been “telephoning all this
. 1 think I will apply to
¥ wire changed. I can't stand
i“ll My experiensce,”” said
oring delightetly. ‘‘There is
impertinent woman on . my
koow ftow her voice that she
fright. She is so carious
 the listens ‘whenever , I use the
,“ OB conld only chise the
ibers on her party wire, it
H by -mt advantage. "’
many common experiences made
M“ and Mrs, Tworing very
4 €ach was just about to in-

-

.ld to them :

other, **

duice us formally. '’
| the hostess, **Mrs.

Other 10 call when the hostess
‘Not know that you two

scraped an acquaint-

sat on the top of her little round house, |

Mr. Harvest-Mouse was chatting
neighbor in the corn close |

told the chil

She |

while
with a
by,
dren a great deal about the world,
told sat
could see the green grass bilades bend

or

and then it was she

them how as -she there she |
ing over her and a sweet bindweed bell
the weight
said that
the grass blades in|
even highe: than the |
bine, bive —sky.  She |
could patches of it now she 1
looked up through their ta agled screen. |
The tiny inside the nest got
restiess at the very lbongbl of that, and |
they asked ber to get a bit and poke it |
through for they to see.
““You silly, silly ones,

under
Shl:
quite high above
the hedge hottom,
there”

see

|swing gently of &'}
{

bumble bee. far away

corn, was

as
mice

' said she,

of them isthe blue, blue sky.

day you will

the sunshine. and goes when it rains.

[the sweet grass. cools his breast and |
his little ones, ye

bolds bis pest -and
the blue, blue sky
and goes far up above the farmbouse
smoke and above the hawks and is wid-
er than theavidest field, and though he
weié to sing his beart % from dewy
‘dawn to sunset be could pever fill it all
with music. Ob, the big bioe sky is
very wide, indeed, and very far away,
as you will see one day wb&n you are
strong and quite grows up.’

Just then a gnoat flew by, and Mus.
Harvest-Mouse sprang up and caught it
and gave-it to thechildrén through the
wall, for tbon'h she talked about the
|sky she knew that they were hiusgry
and saw the mt&awgﬁtnckwty
And now thot the sun was getting

‘i4here are-great-thisgs that you cannot | +
andirstand in the big world, and one | gy
It is'i .
only to look at, not to toach, sud some |
Jearn that it comes with |\
A

Tark once told mie that he toved 1t even |
miore than the greéen world, for though |

is quite full of joy|

wind sw DS p.along the -“r‘ ¢
tom, *

At that the ilttle mouse, whose ear
| was tingling still, felt frightened, and
he guivered ' while his. mother talked

nd wohlered what would come of it
| She knew just how he felr, and now
gave him comfort and advice about

member what she said and not think

x"n\ knew better, and then they whis
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pere! softly to each other of the 'rtat
world and the sky and the winter time !
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grown ap mice
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