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a fail- tii;il, m any oaii':. \vhi.'re eillior luuiseU" or his

fVieiiUs might have an oiiportunity "fusing it. Soon

afterward 1 sent him a second letter ; hut from that

day to Ihi- I have not rectivcd an r.n.v.vor t!> ciUior

41)e one <<r till' nthcr. Hiji reasons (w siich conduct

are best linowii to liimself lie h.ul prcvicusly pre-

tended to L'e tny IVictui, and, so far a; I aiu awaie of,

Ihad never :;iven liini the slightest olVcncc either iu

word or deed.
Wlmn the t'holcra made its apjiearanrc in this me-

tropolis, I did every t'.Mii;; in my pinver to induce ii'y

medical frien:!s who were in practice to try t!ie sa-

line treatment, and some of them did give it a trial

in a few instances; but it was either in (he most
hopeless cases, or in the very last stage of the dis-

ease; consequently, the result made no very (avora-

ble impression. Others used the saline treatment in

milder cases; br.t they combined it at tlie same timo

with opium, brandy, calomel, and other improper

agents J consequenily, the good that was gained by

the one was lost by the others.

About this period, cases were published almost

daily in the various journals, statin:; the successful

result of the saline treatment; but still all '.his made
no impression, either on the Board of Health, or on

the generality of practiJicners. Those \>ho believed

that tliolera was produced cither by a nervous im-

pression, or a local inilanunation. would not try the

saline practice, because they could not see on what
principle it could possibly do !>;ood. Sonic would
not try it because it was too cold for the stomach:

and one philosopher of tlic right old breed, who ap-

pears to be ignorant of eveiy imjjrovement that has

been made in the profe»i<Mi for the lust fifty years,

when he was told that in Cholera there is a deficien-

cy of saline matter in the blooil, declared that it was
all trash, —and even if the fact were true, he could

believe it just as possible to make up for a want of

the bile by throwing ox-gall into the stomach; as cre-

dit even for a moment that salts could be of any use

by entering the circulation, and acting on the blood.*

Ill short, almost every one that I met; with luid a the-

ory or a practice of his own, which he was deti aii-

ned to supjioi't, and was ctjually ready to throw cold

water on every tiling like improvement that was pro-

posed by another. 'I'liere were, however, some bril-

liant exceptions to this ruk.
In the beginning of April, I received a visit from

Mr. Pout, a medical fentleman in Albany-street,

•who called to inform me (hat the Cholera Had broken

out in the prison at Cola-Uath Fields, and that he

had been requested by Mr. Wakefield, tl'.e surgeon

who had charge of the jirisoii. to say that he would

be glad to show me the cases; and from what he had

heard of the sidine treatment, he should be very wil-

ling to give it a *rial—the more so as he had now no

longer any faith m the common remedies.

On the"receipt of this messagfc, I inimcdialcly went

to the prison; and after some conversation with ^Ir.

AVakefield on the subject, he noi (i.Iy agreed to a-

dopt the saline trciitm'cnt, but invited mo to attend

the cases along wiHihim. Tie consented also that

Mr. Crooke, a vo\i!ig medical geiit'eniaii who had

lived with me for several years in the West liulic-s,

s'',mld be allowed to remain constantly In the prison

to see that the mcdecines were laithtully administer-

ed, as well as to take notes of the cases.

Tlie following is an outline of the practice which

was pursued, not only in the prison, but every where

else where 1 have had an opportunity ot treating the

'Ki^rsV. The (reatii ent was generally commenced
|

with a Seidlitz powder, which was given vith a view
,

of lessening the gastric irritation, and partly lor l.ic
^

purpose of removing tht ciiseased secretions from the
^

Intestinal c;uial.
. •. n / i,:„k

'

H..,-Uy When the stomach was irritabb., (>vnicn
;

it -meraliy was,) a large sinapism was immediately

applied to the epigastric region, and where the pa-
,

tienti were cramped in the extremities, frictions

were used with hot flannel. The pain produced by

the spasms in the muscles were not only reli; veel by

the frictions, but by this and the app ication oi si-

napisms to various parts of the body, the quantity ol

animal heat was increased, and this, 1 need scarcely

ay, is an object of great importance in the treaiineiit

ofCholera.
Thirdly. A pow(?cr containing

j

Carbonate of soda, half a drachm,
j

Muriate of soda, one scruple,
\

Chlorate of potass, grs.vij. !

was dissohed in half a tumbler of water, and given i

soon after the Seidlitz. In severe cases, the above

powder was administered every halt hour. In those

that were less severe, it was used every hour, and lu

some malignant cases it was given every fiKecn mi-

nutes. In shoit, it was : iven more or less frequently

according to the circumstances of the cio, and con-

tinued until the circuhdion was fairly rcstore:el; it

was then given at longer intervals, and when the re-

action was completely established, it was left oil by

de;'-rees.
. • . 1 1 ji

Fourthly. Whrre the stomach was irritable, tlie

use of the above powder was occasionally suspended

and common etiervcscing mixtures, or small doses ot

the common soda pov.d.-rs, wi'h an excess ol the

carbonates, were frequcitly used, until the irritation

was lessened, and then the carbonate of soda wi li

larger doses of the chlorate of potass were generally

given without the addition of the muriate ot soela, and

frequently iu such cases the chlorate of potass was

glv.Mi by Itself, in doses containing ten grams each.

Fifthly. A solution of muriate of soda was also

thrown up into tne intestines, at as high a tempe-

rature as the patients could well bear this saline

"sixthly. In two very severe cases, which occurred

out of the prison, the p.atients were put into a hot sa-

line bath with evident advantage. It is well k""^".

that a hot saline (laid is a better conductor of heat

than fresh water at tho same temperature; but, inele-

i.eudent of this, apart of the saline ingredients n'ay

Lo absorbed from the skin, and the patients may a so

be benefitted by res|.iring the hot saline vapor. It is

but fair to state, however, that this means, which

was evidently hcneficiid in the cases m which it was

tried was proposed by Mr. Marsden, one of the sur-

„c ;ns to the Free Hospital in Greville-strect.

Seventhly. Seltzer wafer Avas allowed ad libitum,

wl'un the patients expressed a desire for something

to drink A strong infusion of green tea was also

occasi<nial!y used, in severe cases, apparently wit-

advantage.

* Such physicians as this arc justly entitled to the -'"Siu- ^y^"ch a cer .n^rac Urn n^
in Moliere's inimitable comedy of

l;;^^^^^^:;::^:^-^;^:^^: ^no^ ane^ens, e(^ que,,amais il

Kulu :^:;ei:d.:^: ni'^n;;:;^ ^ il^^lStS if ;xpli"::,ce. dcsVetendues de notrc .iecle. touchantla

circulation du sai.g, e( autrcs opinions demcme lannc.
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