
most, trying clmnictPr. Wiili a contonniiioiia

fniiiliiT tif iiioH! Iliii' !,r>oi) mill's, in iiiiipy

]>liic('a an iiiiii(^iiiiiry oiu', llifir own citizi'iis

nocked Iuto in great ntiinlxTH, and were enti-

lleil to the rights of hosjiitaiity so long as they

(lid not ulmae it. Home with sfrniiulous honor
fiillilled tlieir ol)ligations in that respect, hut

others endeavored to make British Ameriea
the l)asis of hostile operations against a friend-

ly state. There was hardly a day in wh.ich it

was not necessary to exerci.so the ntmoat vigi-

lance in the pertonnance of our duties as neu-
trals. Many in Canada exercising the un-
doubted right of Individual opinion sympathiz-
ed with one side or the other in that terrible

war, which for four years desolated this conti-

nent. Hut with refiirence to one event only, not-

withstanding the many and important occa-
sions on which Canada sometimes voluntarily,

and sometimes by request, interiiosej, was any
comi)laint whatever made, an<l that was with
reference to the Ht. Albun's raid. Although
it is well ki own that that enterprise was un-

dertaken by a taw imlividual citizens of the

United States so secretly and so cunningly,
that no foresight on our part could have
guarded against or prevented it; yet, as there

was some ([uestion in reference to t!ie property
carried off, we thought it better to err on the

side of justice and magnanimity, and Parlia-
ment accordingly made prompt restitution of

the supposed wrong. It is some reason for pride

on our ))art, as a peojile and government, that

through all these difliculties, which came liome
to Caiuula more than to any other country, and
whicli exacted such unceasing vigilence on the

part ot our Executive, fewir complaints or

claims arose than with respect to any other
nation; and that our fullilnient of international
duty, no matter on which side the balance of

individual opinion or sympathy lay, was such
as to call forth the repeated ana grateful ac-
knowledgments of tlie government of the

United States. I allude to this to show that it

is not only in respect to material things that we
have made progress towards maturity, but tmit

we understand the higlier duties which belong
to us, and that from no act of ours has any peril

meiuiced, or complication ari.-'en, which could
iilFect the national relations. Seeing this, let

us not be too eager or impatient to anticipate
our destiny ; let us be\^are of doing what
may be irrevocable, but, conscious itiat we are

fullilling the work of the day, and that we are
fitted for the discharge of any duties that may
arise, let us calm'y await the progress of events,

assured that in due time tiiey will reach matur-
ity, and that our destiny can never be mean or

dishonorable. But this, sir, is a digression which
I hope my friends will ])ardon, and I recur tor

a moment to events having more present inter-

est for us; those which are connected with the

existing order of things—the creation of the

new Dominion. For myself, I shall always
think with gratificitiou on having had an op-
])oriunity of doing my share in laying its foun-
dation, and especially in those ])roceedings in

which, in common with .some of the minority of
Lower Canada, I participated, because they re-

sulted in calming the not altogether unnatural
apprehension, in rt-ference to the speci.il inter-

ests of that minority, in the future worki.ig of
the constitution. Had these fears made head-
way, they might have marred the harmony
which now prevail and 1 am glad to tak.- this

public occasion of i xpressing my own sense of
the honorable manner in which our fellow-sub-
jects, who constitute the majority in Quebec,

have carried out, in the fulleist menanro, our
ju.'d expcclMiidiis in refirencr to these interests.

(Cillers.) Dv.'|ieiid on it, all that is reipiired in

the future h< a continuance of the samejusc and
liberal ])olicy on tiie one side, and the same re-

l.ression of jealous fears on the other, and I fer-

vently trust that nolhiug may occur to disturb
the good teeliiig and hariuouy which have pre-
vailed hitherto. (Hear, hear.) YouwlUnot, I

trust, think me too egotistical if 1 say a word
or two, anil but a word or two, in reterence to

that branch of public administration with whicli

I have had special coninction since the time of
the Union. 1 am not going to be guilty of the

bad taste of forgetting what is due to a mixed
assemblage like this, by touching on party
piditics ; nor am I going to bore you
with figures. I know that all whom I now ad-
dress are interestrd in the stable condition of
the country, and I claim neither for myself uor
my party any special merit. 1 believe that those
who liave so well performed the functions of a
conalitutionul oiipositioii, since the Union, would
if they had been in power, have done the same

;

and 1 would be more than ungenerous if I did
not pay them the tribute, on parting, (jf staling
that whatever may have been their objections to
the Union when it was projiosed, as soon as it

became a fact, no mtn could have given a more
lOyal, disinteresteil, patriotic co-operatic>n to
jiromote its working, or bi^eu more ready to
view with favor,every plan for jilacing its finan-

cial credit on a sound basis. (Hear, hear). For
myself I acknowledge, with all humility, that
whatever success has been achieved, in this res-
pect, it is wholly due to the earnest and hearty
supjiort of my friends, ami to the generous for-
bearance and magnanimous conceit of my oppo-
nents; and that 1 have been little else' than a
AVilling instrument in the hands of these inlhi-

ences. Coming after a predecessor of pre emi-
nent ability and great experience, a party and a
l)ersoual triumjih over one who had little

aptitude for the duties, and who entered on
their performance ut a difficult time would
have been easy. A series ot political compli-
cations in Canada had for years stood in the way
of successive Finance Ministers; the balance of
jmrties had interposed almost insurmountable
obstacles to au equalization of Revenue and
Expenditure

; findwe f)uud ourselveswith a large
floating debt to be dealt with at the threshotd of
the Union. The Maritime Provinces had under-
taken, and were prosecuting extensive pub-
lic works, requ.ring a heavy outlay, for which
provision had to be made by the new Dominion,
while their cunent engagements, which would
have been keiit affoat as a sort of running ac-
count had they remained separate, had all to be
paid off by the Dominion and charged against
them. We had, besides, to raise money for new
works, the prosecution of which was impjsed on
US by the Act of Union, and that too, before we
knew how our credit would really stand (Hear.)
1 confess I hardly realized the magnitude of
these undertakings and engagements when I

entered oflice, else [ might have hesitated more
than I did, to be guilty ot the temerity of step-
ping into the shoes of a jiredecessor possessed of
such resources, and of entering on the task,
which to him might have been an easy one. But,
sir, the work has been accom|)lished ; the en-
gagements of every kind have been met; the
floating debt has been all funded. We have had
a little to the good in the way of a surplus of
revenue over the expenditure each year since the
union, our credit stands high both with oursel-
ves and in the great money market of the world.


