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A T‘IHE FOR PLAIN SPEAKING

smoothly. It may well be that business
once diverted to other ports through lack
of facilities here cannot be recovered. The
business men and the aldermen, a few of
whom are men of business, should insist
upon an immediate,"definite, and reliable
report upon affairs at Sand Point and
vicinity. They should know not when the
work may be finished but exactly how
much of it can be finished by November
1 with the force of men and the apparatus
at present employed, and they would then
be in a position to judge whether the out-
look is satisfactory. If they are convinced
it is mot satisfactory there is yet time to
improve it by radical action, but if mat-
ters be allowed to drift along and if no
very definite idea of the situation is placed
before the public the result will be that
with which we are all too familiar. As
a matter of fact if one competent man had
as a matter of private enterprise and gain
to complete both the berths needed for
next winter’s business the work would be
done on time. It could be done and it
will -be done if the aldermen, backed by
the business men of the city, display the
needed activity and energy from this time
forward.

THE MEAT OF THE MATIER

The real meaning and importance of the

The news that the Crown s re‘Haywood trial are set forth with unusual

presented at the inquest following the
Crystal Stream tragedy will be welcome
to the public and it will be assumed gen-
erally that every important circumstance
in connection with the matter will be
most carefully investigated. It seems
necedsary to say at this time, however,
that no good end will be gerved by this
investigation, however thorough it be, un-
less the government uses the information
thus formally elicited to frame rules for
the protection of life on the river steam-
ers, and, what is more, makes practical
and careful provision for the enforcement
of such rules with an eye single to the
public welfare. We are told sometimes
that the river steamers do not pay, that
the business is split up, and that the
companies do the best they can under the
circumstances. These things, if true, are
of little concern in the light of the Crystal
Stream fire. The first requisite from the
public-standpoint is not that the steamers
should pay or that the business should be
satisfactory or profitable to the owners,
but that the service should be safe for
the men, the women, and the children
who make use of the vessels, and for
those who are employed on the boats as
well. And the public interest is far and
beyond all others the one” which must be
guarded.

Doubtless these be commonplaces, yet
to show that their repetition is necessary
here and now we haye but to refer to the
David Weston and to the investigation
which followed the destruction of “that
vessel. The Crown was represented at the
inquest on that occasion, and ably too.
The essential facts were clearly exposed
and from them it was clear that the time
had come to stop many of the practices
common to steamboat service on the river,
among which was the carrying of hay in
a fashion inviting calamity. There was
much talk of drastic reforms at the time,
and the jury made sensible recommenda-
tions covering the more serious of the
abuses established.

And what followed? A period of some
negligence and considerable good luck, fol-
lowed at length in due season by the
tragedy of the Crystal Stream, shocking
enough in itself to be sure, but suggesting
very plainly that an even more frightful
sacrifice of life would have been\ inevit-
able had such a steamer, hay-laden, caught
fire in mid-stream on a windy day. So the
time has come when the government must
answer the question, Is the river service
to be made safe? by such action as will
convince the public that the too long sea-
son of criminal risks has at length come
to an end. Any result of the investigation
short of a reasonable guarantee against fu-
ture tragedies of the preventable kind on
the river will mean that the investigators
bave wasted their time.

d
WAST ENO TIME

ot. John, which is spending a great deal
of money on steamship berths, and which
is fortunate in having heavy government
expenditures for dredging, has lapsed into
the bad habit of falling behind every year
with its programme of construction.
Berthe which are planned for completion
in October are not finished until the fol-
lowing summer, or, as sometimes happens,
not even then. Today steamship men who
have examined the situation, and whose
views on former occasions have proved to
be sound, express the fear that the
wharves which we were led to expect
would be ready early in the coming au-
tumn will not be available then unless
the present rate of progress is greatly
improved upon. Citizens have become ac-
customed to this sort of thing. In fact
they would be amazed if any of the work:
in hand were to be finished on time, so
familiar are they with delays and the
hundred and one excuses for not doing
what was promised.

The taxpayers have not a sufficiently
close grip upon the aldermen, and the
aldermen in turn have not a proper con-
trol of the contractors and do not keep
in close enough touch with their opera-
tions from week to week. The aldermen
discover in June what they should have
known in May, and in October what they
should have known while there was yet
time to apply a remedy. Apparently all
hands are ready to accept explanations,
and the making of explanations goes on
montH after month while there seems to
be no one in authority who can succeed
in getting things done within the desired
time.

It is time for a change. The export
business last winter was light because of
railroad congestion in the West, but there
is every reason .to expect a record-break-
ing volume of business here throughout
next winter, and every interest demands
that unusual efforts be made to fit the
port for handling the traffic quickly and

clearness and impressiveness by a writer
in the New York Evening Post. Whether
Haywood be hanged or not may be of little
moment. The fate of law and order—that
is the question. Their supremacy has been
questioned stoutly in the West, and it
must be upheld, no matter what force be
necessary, and in a fashion so that every
element in the nation will note and heed.
The Post says in part:

“Let freedgm broaden as it may, still
there is the fundamental rule of all dis-
cussion and all theorizing and all experi-
mentation, that the peace must' be kept.
That is the only way in which the game
can be fairly played. Those who are beat-
en must take their defeat in as good part
as possible, and hope for. better luck next
time; they must not be allowed to smash
the windows and break up the furniture.
And governments are more and more per-
ceiving it to be one of their prime duties
to act as an umpire, with the police at
his back, to see to it that even political
agitation shall be done decently and in
order. .

“It is scarcely mnecessary to point out

that this principle of holding everybody
to the weapons and rules of peace cries
out peculiarly for enforcement in the
realms of labor troubles. Offences of that
'Kind ‘are bound to come in our modern
industrialism. With workingmen increas-
ing in mass and in consciousness of power,
it was inevitable that they should com-
bine and endeavor to better themselves.
No one objects to that. But the root
conception of all social order, as of all
governmént, must not be cut through in
the act. Let labor unions do what they
please, so long as it be peaceable and not
destructive of the rights of other laboring
men; but let it be understood that they
take to open rioting or secret outrages at
their peril. Fortunately, in this sphere,
too, executives are everywhere showing
that they bear not the sword in vain. This
country has had its lesson in both kinds.
We have seen the unchecked Pittsburgh
riots; and we have seen, on the other
hand, a Gov. Rusk and a Gov. Flower
utilizine the military force of the state
against lawless strikers; and we are well
persuaded which is the most excellent
way. :
“Right here lies the chief significance of
the great trial at“Boise. It is intended,
primarily, to determine who was guilty of
a particular murder; but looming over all
is the issue of organized lawlessness with-
in the state. If a body of men, under
whatever name, professing whatever aim,
can defy the laws and substitute the blud-
geon and poison and the bomb for argu-
ment and votes, then it is high time for
the autherities to exert their full power
to bring them to book. If the Western
Federation of Miners has done one-tenth
of the things alleged in the evidence at
Boise, it should fecl the hand of the
government upon it as heavy as any rioter
in India or revolutionary in the Midi.”

This is well said. It might well be
broadened by adding that what is said of
the Miners’ Federation should be applied
eqﬁa]ly to all lawbreakers, including those
of the capitalistic class, some of whom
have been responsible for much violence
and evasion of law in the Western States.
When the authorities compel respect for
the Jaw and for the rights of all men
under it disputes have a habit of settling
themselves. Weak men in authority who
hesitate in a crisis are the curs: of the
communities in which they hold office.

THE VALLEY RAILROAD

St. John and the province generally will
welcome the news made public by Hon.
Mr. Pugsley, upon his return from To-
ronto, with regard to the proposed railroad
down the St. John valley. Messrs. Mac-
kenzie & Mann, having examined the re-
port of the flying survey recently made,
are greatly pleased with the outlook for
local traffic along the route and equally
impressed with the value of the route as
a short cut to tidewater through which
they may send the winter export freight
carried by their transcontinental line.
They recognize the advantages of the port
of St. John as a terminal of favorable
situation and rapidly expanding facilities.
Indeed it appears to be settled that all
the information concerning the project
thus far obtained by the owners of the
Canadian Northern is highly favorable,
and it will be assumed that the location
surveys will be commenced as soon as
certain preliminaries have been arranged.

The aim of Mackenzie & Mann, evi-
dently, is to build a road of exceptionally
casy grades. It would be a simple matter
to locate one with grades of one per cent,
and the Dominion government subsidizes
railways having much steeper grades than
that; but the Canadian Northern pepole
are determined to avoid anything heavier

than twenty-six feet to the mile. They
want a practically level roadbed, over
which immense trains can be hauled swift-
ly and cheaply. It is, of course, expensive
work to construct such a line, but the
transportation authorities are agreed that
no greater grades should be permitted on
what would be the eastern end of a rail-
way from the Pacific to the Atlantic,
destined to handle a vast amount of heavy
traffic. The initial expense is‘great, but
it is justified by the ability to make each
locomotive haul a train twice as heavy as
it could move over a road of heavier
grades. "

The decision of the builders in favor
of a line of the highest class gives some
idea of the volume of business they are
planning to handle. For a merely local
line much cheaper construction would
serve, but evidently the Valley line when
built will be-one of the best on the con-
tinent. The importance of thi8 to the
port of St. John must be clear to all. We
have seen the effect of handling here the
winter freight of one transcontinental, and
we know the amount of freight brought
here by the C. P. R. will grow by lezips
and bounds during the next few yéars. If
St. John in the near future becomes the
winter port of the Canadian Northern and
the Grand Trunk Pacific as well, and if
the St. John valley is at last opened tp
by a first class railway it is not difficult
to see that business in this province and
in this city will receive a mighty impetus
the results of which eould not fail to be
both welcome and highly profitable.

THE WHEAT CROP

The Winnipeg Commercial predicts that
the Western wheat crop this year will be
120,000,000 bushels. Another estimate is
that with the next decade there will be a
production of 200,000,000 bushels, most of
which will be exported. The latter figure
does not seem to be extravagant, in view
of the large increase shown in the last
decade, and the rapidity with which land
is being taken up. It is also true that
the surplus for export will be very large
in proportion to productions and that the
time when Canada will be a larger ex-
porter of wheat than the United States is
close at hand.

The Toronto Star adds that if Canada
were to produce 120,000,000 bushels of
wheat this year, the home consumption
would be not more than 40,000,000, leaving
80,000,000 for export, and when the figure
of 200,000,000 is Yeached there will be prob-
ably about 125,000,000 available for ex-
port. Canada will take the place of the
United States in the British market, even
without a preferential tariff.

“FOR WAYS THAT ARE DARK”

Discussion of the importation of crooked
gambling devices from the United States,
evidence of which came to light in Onp-
tario the other day, should serve to show
once more the speed with which a fool
and his money are parted when the fool
engages in a friendly game with genial
strangers. It was. a famous American
criminal who said when some one referred
to him as a gambler: “I am not a gam-
bler; when a man plays my game with
me, he: gambles; I don’t.” Just what he
meant should be plain from the Ontario
developments referred to. In an hotel
there was found the catalogue of a Chicago
firm which advertises that it manufac-
tures cards, dice, and gambling outfits of
every description, including some devices
that gre guaranteed to fleece the unsus-
pecting public. “A verd regarding load-
ed dice” is the attmactive reading of one
of the announcements. The reader is in-
formed that it is essential that the weight
be perfect, and the dice must roll like fair
dice. “Anyone can put a load in a dice
and plug it, but it takes years of patience
and skill to acquire the knack of making
a dice to act perfect; come exactly for
what is desired; and yet roll like a fair
dice.” Slight imperfections in language
will, we are sure, be pardoned in view of
the greatness of the object. “This is your
chance to clean up all the money in your
neighborhood, and you might as well get
it as let anyone elge,” says the writer
with the cant of his class.

A writer who examined the catalogue
gives some interesting details concerning
it. You can, he says, “buy transparent
dice that will defy detection. Or, if you
want something more elaborately scien-
tific, there is a magnet that can be hidden
under the table, and connected with a cur-
rent. ‘In order to make a big throw, all
that you have to do is to press the secret

squeeze, and throw the dice over the spot

where the magnet is concealed, and you
can beat almost any throw that your
opponent might make, and this with the
same dice he uses, without any plugging
of dice or box. You just put the dice
into the box, and toss them out in a
careless and natural menner.’

“A contrivance called a holdout seems
to hold out fascinating possibilities of turn-
ing a dishonest penny. ‘It fits in the vest
near the top, and requires no unnatural
movements to work, is worked by the foot,
and cannot possibly be detected, working
easily and without .noise, and with a true
snkak that gives and takes perfectly. This
is a hard one to go against” There are
also faro spreads, roulette wheels, marked.
cards, and various other devices for getting
the money of the unwise—not all so pal-
pably fraudulent as the loaded dice.”

We are not told how much business the
Chicago firm does in Canada, but the dis-
covery of a catalogue so frankly worded
is very suggestive. A study of its con-
tents should be useful to men who believe
they can hold their own in games of
“chance” with players whom they. do mnot
know or do not suspect.

THEY BECOME BRITISH SUBJECTS

Canadians who_ read alarmist assertions
about the “American peril” in our West,
coupled with gloomy predictions to the ef-
fect that these settlers will one day start
a secession movement and call upon Uncle
Sam for help, may be reassured—if
any of them need reassuring—by read-
ing the naturalization returns for 1906
which appear in’'the Ottawa despatches.

The one thing that stands out clearly in
these returns is that about the first thing
the thrifty Americans do after crossing
the border is to take steps to become Brit-
ish subjects, forswearing allegiance to all
governments, kings and potentates, more
especially the government of the United
States, and pledging their loyalty to King
Edward. During 1906 the number natural-
ized was 10,242, compared with 6,632 in
1905. It is necessary to reside three years
in the Dominion before the final papers
are obtained. As only heads of families
and young men more than twenty-one
years old of foreign birth are required to
take the oath, or see any necessity for so
doing, the ten thousand and odd repre-
sent thirty or forty thousand settlers in
all. The naturalization figures, compared
with the total immigration, prove that
nearly all of the male immigrants, includ-
ing those from the States, are taking the
oath.

Residence in Canada, home making, ex-
perience under our institutions, apprecia-
tion of the value of our citizenship, and
the possession of a stake in this country
where law and order and freedom are en-
throned as nowhere else in the world—
these things will make good Canadians of
the settlers. In a few years they will be
proud of the country, and though their
hearts will be warmed by recollections of
the homes they left and they will think
kindly of the Republic, they will have no
wish hostile to the best interests of the
Dominion. Great as the United States is,
admirable as it is in many ways, this
country is superior in many solid respects.
It is not so rich or so populous, but—or
perhaps therefore—it is a better country
to live in, a happier land in the main,
and one whose future outlook in respect
of the matter of the things that abide
will not suffer by comparison though we
turn to every point of the compass in seak-
ing fields of fair promise.

It is often said of us, though loosely,
that we and the people of the United
States are one people. The saying is in-
exact. We are of a common ancestry in
large measure,but our long residence in the
North and their long residence in the
South has made two peoples. Along the
border there is a long but thin strip of]
territory in which Canadians and Ameri-
cans are practically alike. But leave this
thin strip and the likeness grows dim. A
few hundred miles from the boundary it
is lost. The speech is English but the
aims and aspirations are those of different
nations. The Dominion next year Will re-
ceive perhaps 300,000 foreigners. We shall
gee the figures grow to a million annually,
but the process of assimilation will go for-
ward as smoothly and as thoroughly then
as now. This great North country has a
mighty digestion.

- THE NEED FOR MORE CARS

Two ends may be served by publishing
here some portion of a private letter re-
ceived from a business man in Carleton
county dealing with the transportation
gituation. The letter shows the meed for
more railroad cars mnorth of Fredericton
and ehould be a hint to the C. P. R. to
make unusual efforts to meet the greater
demand for rolling stock coming late this
summer and throughout the autumn, and
it serves also to give an idea of the rate of
business progress up river. Our corres-
pondent says in part:

“This car shortage ig:a eerious handicap
to the business interests of the St. John
River north of Fredericton. We are en-
tirely dependent unpon the railway for
transportation, and unless our products
are hauled away by the railway we must
suffer severely and progress will be al-
most stopped. It is not only those who
manufacture, but if the ordinary freight
which is being offered during the summer
is not moved, what is going to happen this
fall, when the crops commence to move?
In Carleton and Victoria counties this
season there will be raised ten cars of po-
tatoes for every ome that was raised last
season, and there will be as much other
farm produce raised as there was last
year. If, in addition to ‘this, the product
of the mills and manufactures is to be
piled up, what is the prospect for the bal-
ance of the year? It is certainly a neces-
sity for this section of the province to
have adequate tramsportation or else we
cannot go ahead.”

The Telegraph made some investigation
of the car shortage last winter and the
situation, which was then bad, was im-
proved through the diligent efforts of the
C. P. R. officials. Much rolling stock was
then in use in the West, stalled there, or
occupied by freight whose owners appeared
to be seeking storage rather than trans-
portation, but as the spring opened up
conditions in the East improved material-
ly. From every quarter of Canada there
has come complaint about the car short-
age, and it was said, with reason no doubt,
that every car that could be secured for
use on the Atlantic division of the C. P.
R. was being utilized. The railroad men
will be ready, we are sure, to provide as
well as they can for the large freight which
evidently will be oftered in the up-river
counties from this time forward. While
we must regret the necessity for the com-
plaint noted here, it is a pleasure to re-
cord the solid evidence of the progress in
agriculture and manufacturing contained
in the letter from which we have quoted
briefly.

NOTE AND COMMENT

Two New Brunswickers, Mr. E. C. Wey-
man, of Apohaqui, and Mr. C. F. Todd of
St. Stephen, figured in the honor list at
the Yale commencement Monday. Mr.
Weyman won the Betts prize for the high-
est annual examinaticD marks and led his
class in honors. He has won distinction
on former occasions and is justifying pre-
dictions made by those who knew his
work when he left college in his native

province.
% ® 8

PExamination of the evidence recorded in
the Crystal Stream inquest yesterday
shows that the references to Capt. Perry
of the Aberdeen made by one of the wit-
nesses were exaggerated in the bulletins
received here early yesterday. Capt.

Perry’s indignant denial of the seeming

B, R Y

reflections upon his character is printed in
our news columns this morning. Thus far
there is no testimony showing the origin
of the fire or tending to show that it was
incendiary.

* & »

Use Grover Cleveland’s and the late
Thomas' F. Bayard's recipe for happiness:
It consists of devotion to a clear belief,
strengthened into a conviction, and not un-
frequer_xt]y under the shadow of temporary
9dvers1ty. It works like a charm, accord-
ing to the united testimony of these two
distinguished men.—Boston Herald.

Dr. Parkin’s recipe was the conscious
pursuit of some great purpose. The tar-
get is small and all the shots do not hit
it. The important thing is that the peo-
ple should be striving to hit it. The na-
tion whose people are aiming high is the
great and happy nation.

% * »

They say the suecess of a newspaper
depends to a large extent upon what the
women say of it. Probably that is why
the Boston Herald prints this one:

“Mrs, J. J. Astor's Ascot hat has made
society forget Orby and the Derby de-
bacle. It was a great Hat and Mrs. Astor
talked through it to the King. Every
glass from the royal stand was levelled at
the extraordinary headgear, described as
wide as a tea tray, with a toppling crown
of blue heron’s tails, which cost $80 a
bunch. Mrs. Astor is a beauty, but it
must have taken all the good looks of
which she is possessed to carry off a struc-
ture that was out of all proportion to her
face and height. But her aim was gained.
Ascot did homage to her $500 hat.”

A MOTOR CIR N
~ THE ANTARCTI

British Party's Dash to the South
Pole—Four Million Square Miles
Awaiting Exploration,

(London Leader).

Preparations are rapidly advancing for
the dash by motor car to the South Pole
upon, which Lieut. Shackleton is intent.

The lientenant, it will be remembered,
took part in the famous voyage of the
Discovery, under Capt. Scott. He stated
yesterday that his ship would eail from
London at the end of July or the first
week of August. The vessel is a New-
foundland sealer, specially built for con-
tending with ice, and she will undergo cer-
tain alterations prior to sailing, with the
object of giving more room down below
for storage purposes.

She will proceed first to New Zealand,
and thence to King Edward VII. Land,
where she will disembark the shore party.
She will return in January, 1008, to New
Zealand, arriving there in May of that
year; and lie up till the following Janu-
ary, when she goes down again to Ki
Edward VII. Land and picks up the ex-
pedition on its return from its shore work.

The expedition will navigate as far as
possible to the westward, till the coal runs
out and it gets too dark and dangerous,
when it will return to New Zealand and
thence home in. Lieut. Shackleton and
his comrades ct to be in England
again in June, 1909.

The captain of the vessel has not yet
been chosen; besides him there will be a
crew of 14. In addition there will be the
staff for scientific and general work, num-
bering 12 in all. These will include Sir
Philip Brocklehurst, who is a good strong
man at sledging work, and who will also
do the surveying; Lieut. Adams, who will
act as meteorologist, and is also good for
sledging; James Mwrray (the biologist),
and James Muir, who is an able mech:
anical engineer.

The great feature of the expedition is
that it will press the motor car into the
service of Antarctic exploration.

This idea is not, of course, new. It\has
often been discussed, and was moofgd at
the time of the last expedition; but so
far as Lieut. Shackleton knows the pres-
ent is the first time it has ever been put
into effect. .

The intention is to use petrol or some
similar substance that will not freeze;
while it will have separate sets of wheels
adapted to the varying surfaces over which
the journey has to be made. The car is
not to carry the members of the expedi-
tion—with them it is a case of marching
on foot. Its function will be to draw the
sledges containing the impedimenta of the
expedition.

But in case the motor breaks down on
this unaccustomed journey the loads will
be transferred to a number of Manchurian
ponies. These animals are very strong,
capable of living on 11 pounds of food a
day, and will be quite at home in the
Antarctic regions, for they are accustomed
to living in exceedingly low temperatures.
There will also be a number of dogs with
the party. ;

From the base at King Edward VII.
Land to the Bouth Pole is some 700 miles;
and unless insuperable mousntrin difficul-
ties are met the distance may be covered
in about five weeks or so.

But Lieut. Shackleton was careful to
point out that the object of his expedi-
tion was not a mere dash to the Pole and
back. There is geographical and scientific
work in hand also. Four million square
miles in the region of the Pole await the
footsteps of the explorer, and a rich har
vest of geological, geographical, and mag-
netic discoveries is probably in store for
those who venture the journey.

Speech

Talk happiness. The world is ead enough

Without your woes. No part is wholly
rough,

Look for the places that are smooth and
clear,

And talk of them to rest the weary ear

Of earth, so hurt by one’s continuous
strain

Of human discontent and grief and pain.

Talk faith. The.world is better off with-
out

Your uttered ignorance and morbid doubt.

If you have faith in God, or man, or self,

Say so—if not, push back upon the shelf

Of silence all your thoughts, till faith shall
come.

No one will grieve because your lips are

dumb,
Talk health. The dreary, neverending
tale . !
Of mortals melodies is worn and stale;
You cannot charm, or interest, or please
By harping on that minor chord, disease,
Say you are well, or all is well with you,
And God shall hear your words and make
them true.

The Difference

(Brooklyn Eagle).

A Boston man has collected a thousand
dollars from a hotel, merely because he
was punched by the porter. One who is
assaulted by the cold eye of a hotel glerk,
and ignominiously sent to the meanest
room in the house, has mno hope of a
thousand dollars. He is glad that he is
permitted to live.

Lawn Tennis Supplies

There will be no let-up to the popularity of this splendid game during the present
season. To play well you need the best materials, such as—

Slazenger’s Doherty Rackets.. .o e... ..$9.60
Slazenger’s Centraject RacketS...e ¢ees.ss 6.00
Slazenger’s Demon Rackets.... 6.

Slazenger’s Renshaw Rackets
Slazenger’s Champion Racke
Slazenger’'s LaBelle Rackets

oo

Racket Presses, Centre Straps, Nets, Marking Tapes, Gut Preserver and Ball Car-
riers. The best values in Rubber Sole Shoes. Examine them. Price $4.00 per pair.

W. H. THORNE & CO., LTD.,, - -

&
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Spalding’s Gold Medal RacketS....eecesss $10.00
Spalding’s Vantage Rackets.... o 4.50
Spalding's Lakeside Rackets... 3.60
Spalding’s Greenwood Rackets.. 3.00
Spalding’s Geneva Rackets.. .. .. .. ... 2.00
Slazenger’s Champlonship Balls, per doz. 4.50
Market Square
St. John, N. Be

CHURCH WORK

AND WORKERS |

Men are apt to forget that the vener-
able saints and heroes, to whom they
constantly appeal as having fixed the lives
of human progress for all posterity, were
themselves the arch-inovators of their
day. Their true spiritual descendants are
those who attempt to put.all propositions
to an independent and unbiassed examina~
tion and hold fast only to that which
commends itself to their judgments as
good. No state can be prosperous and
contented where any considerable portion
of its soil is held in mortmain, nor can
there be expanding intelligence, or vital
religion, where the “dead hand” laye its
paralyzing grasp upon mind and consci-
ence. Let there be appreciative recogni-
tion of the influence which the modern
Thomases have exerted upon Biblical
science and the authority of church
creeds.

The declaration “Except I shall see and
touch, I will not believe,” was not met
with rebuke and excommumication, bub
the desired proof was given. “Reach
hither thy finger, reach hither thy hand,
examine for thyself, and be not faithless
but believing.” For all this, one is com-
pelled to think that investigators and
their disciples have often rested too com-
placently in the uncertainties which they
have created, and have essumed en atti-
tude of superior culture and penetration
which is not warranted. We often hear
the fine thought of Tennyson quoted:

“There lives more faith in honest doubt,
Believe me, than in half the creeds,”

as if the poet meant that the condition of
sceptisism was intellectually, or morally,
superior to that of acquiescence in a form-
ulated faith. :

But the writer of “Crossing the Bar”
never uttered such a monstrous idea.
Honest doubt is only of value when it
stimulates the search for truth and com-
pels to a personal decision. The very next
stanza reads:

“He fought his doubts and gathered
strength, |
He would not make his judgment blind,
He faced the spectres of the mind
And Jaid them; thus he came at length
To find a stronger faith his own.

One of the founders of modern philoso-
phy, Rene Descartes, adopted the maxim:
“One should doubt about everything,” but
it was only in order that, having freed
his mind from prejudices and preconcep-
tions he might evolve a philosophy which
should be constructed, according to the
reality of things, on the firm rock of cer-
tainty. This corner stone he found in the
fact of his own existence. But the Carte-
sian doubt had ¢ertainty for its goal, and,
whether attained or not, restlessly pur-
sued the search for it.

This is not the attitude of modern un-
belief, or perhaps, from its unwillingness
to commit itself, we should call it mnon-
belief. It seems to be content to remain
in a state of indecision.

Let the most flimsy chaxge be advanced
and it promptly summons a venerable be-
lief to the bar. Although the character of
the prisoner is quickly vindicated, he is
only let out on bail, to be again placed
on his defence, whenever it pleases the
prosecution to refer to the matter. Is this
truly intellectual freedom? Are we for-
ever to maintain Pilate’s attitude and in
hopeless accents inquire “What is truth?”
«The faith once for all delivered unto the
saints” is to be contended for earnestly—
how can we defend what has not yet been
fully established, or which is subject to
chameleon-like changes. I do not object to
research and investigation, I do not de-
nounce those who contribute their quota,
however distasteful it may be to conserva-
tive minds, but it does appear to me that
robust intellects such as shine in most of
our pulpits should refuse to permit them-
selves to be restrained in their utterances
by the improbable suggestions of eccentric
criticism, however much may be its vogue
in academic circles. I plead for decision
instead of suspended judgment. Christian
people have a right to know the cause of
prevalent unrest in regard to very vital
and, to many, precious doctrines. ‘“For the
pulpit’s lips should keep knowledge, and
they should scek the law at his mouth;
for he is the messenger of the Lord of
hosts.”—(Mat. 2-7.) 5

The hard worked clergyman has always
abundant consolation in the appreciation
of those for whom he spends his strength,
and that appreciation not unfrequently as-
sumes a_very welcome tangible form. If
his wife too is remembered in this way it
i often only because it would be uncivil
to overlook her altogether. But a congre-
gation in Cleveland, Ohio, has set a new
fashion whose general adoption would re-
joice manse, parsonage and rectory all
over the continent. It has actually voted
a salary to its minister’s wife! We are not
told the amount but the principle is the
main thing. May it receive umiversal re-
cognition! And what for no? Read what
a paper in the same state says and you
will wonder that such a flagrant injustice
was not righted long ago:

“The good minister'’s wife very often
works as hard in the parish as her hus-
band. ‘She belongs to missionary and aux-
iliary circles. If there are conferences and
conventions her presence is as much ex-
pected as that of her husband. She en-
tertains delegates in season and out of
season. She is required by custom to be
sympathetic, to call on the afflicted and
those are sick, and it is often considered
that she should bring some little delicacy
to the invalid. She should be always in
to sec parishioners—and equally, “she
should be always attending meetings of
various kinds, The minister's wife must be
the friend of every one, and needs to be
& miracle of prudence to offend none. Her
duties, which are so complex and never-
ending, receive no thanks, for she is the
minister’s wife, and she ought to do
everything she can to help her husband,
of course.”

Vet there is another point of view.
There are more acceptable means of show-
ing appreciation than by the payment of

money. If the question of receiving a sal-
ary, and assuming the relation to the
.famlpes of the congregation which thig.
Emphes, ‘were put to the vote of the ladieg
in question, I am sure it would receive a
almost unanimous negative. Let a chure
deal as liberally as it possibly can with ¢ff%
minister, pay his salary regularly, and 1
all other ways second his efforts for theig
spmtua.} welfare, and, like her husband;
the “mistress of the manse” will “gladly
spend and be spent for them,” without
any desire for other temporal reward.

A‘ lecture was recently delivered (June
7) in London (Eng.), under the auspices
of the C‘J;Jur;:haablz’s Union for the Ad-
vancement of iberal Religious Thought.
by Bi0f Culdioots of Kings College, on
the question “Whether the church includes
non-episcopal communions, or is limited
by, descent through episcopacy?’ He took
the mediate position that offices had al-
ways existed in the church, and -that they
had been beneficial, but that the unbroken
line of personal succession was not indis-
pensible. This position was congenial to
the English mind which had always beem
constitutional. * * * The pereonal suc-
cession was not among the fundamentals,
and they should not unchurch believers
who did not accept it, while holding the
fundamental principles of the common
faith.

Movements toward union had been
stopped by the insistence of the Lambeth
Coq:feren_ee on the acceptance of the his-
toric episcopate. The suggestion of Dr.
Mason, of Cambridge, that bishops an
non-conformist ministers should unite iz
ordm.atl.ons, and even in the consecratiom
of bishops, should be considered. He
hoped the Canadian bishops would report
to the Lambeth Conference on the negge
tl_ations for union, primarily among Methe=
dists, and Presbyterians and Congregation-
alists, but aiming also at the inclusion of
Episcopalians, now proceeding in Canada;
and that our Bishops would listen.—Times.

Owing to the death of Rev. John Wat-
son (Ian Maclaren), who was principal-
elect of Westminster College, Cambridge,
the Rev. John Munro Gibson, D. D.,
chairman of the college committee, will
fill the position for the current year. Dr.
Gibson, although born in Scotland, is of
Canadian upbringing. He graduated with
distinguished honors from Toronto Univer-
sity and studied tReology in Kmnox College.
His first charge was as assistant to Rev.
Dr. Taylor, of Erskine church, Montreal,
He then accepted the pastorate of the
Second Presbyterian church, Chicago, from
which he was called to St. John’s Wood,
London, many years ago. He is still proud
of his Canadian home. :

_ The electric touch of the west is work-
ing strange things in the east. Only the
other day we recounted how Chinese con-
servatism had received a shock by the
declaration of the Holy Duke Yen, popu-
larly known as Duke Confucius, seventy«
gixth in direct descent from the great
philosopher. He came out openly in ¢
precation of the government’s plans
the memorial college at Shan tung,
birthplace of his illustrious ancestor.

This college was to be established for the
study of the Confucian sacred books, which
are the pillars of all the old school Chinese
learning and the basis of the old classgal
examination for degrees and official rank.

should teach modern foreign learning as
well as classics. In the former he included
European languages, natural and political
science, philosophy and economics.

This was a staggering blow to Chinese
congervatism, but no more shocking than
that given to the Buddhists by Count
Otani, abbot of one of the most famous.
monasteries of that religion in Japan. He
is the head of the Buddhist reform move-
ment, which allows priests to marry, toler-
ates the eating of meat and believes im
modern ‘science. The astonishing nature
of the change from the eternal, contempla-
tive, unchanging, immovable Buddha into
an up-to-date man of the world may be
judged by the re‘port of his recent daings.

To the horror \and dismay of all Budd-
hists of the old school he is touring
through China in an automobile, accom-~
panied by his countess. Buddha in ang
automobile, honk-honking down the pike
with his wife by his side, is a fact that
yesterday was unthinkable, beyond the
wildest flights of imagination, and one can-«
not wonder that the Chinese regard it as
a certain sign that the world is coming
to an end.—Montreal Witness.

Several years ago Dr. Parker sait
“Should it ever come to pass that the'
great truthe of Christ’s death and resur-.
rection be denied by any future occupie‘i-*c‘,f_
this pulpit; should the fact of His gracious:
Godhead and Divinity be questioned, may
the word ‘Ichabod’ be written on the
doors of the City Temple.” Those who
have worshipped in the temple will re«
member that over its portico is a coping
into which are let nine panels.

On a recent Thursday morning twol
young men went to the temple at 6 o’clock
with long ladders, and when their work
was done and they had gone their way, for
two full hours a wondering crowd looked
and eaw a large chalk written letter in
each one of seven of the nine panels. The
letters formed the word “Ichabod,” whick
signifies “where is the glory?’ or “thea
glory is departed.”—Canadian Baptist.

The Rev. Ernest R. Weeks has been ap-«
pointed by the directors of the Colonial
Missionary Society to service in Winnipeg,
having charge of a ‘Yorward movement"'
in that city, under the auspices of the
Central Congregational church. !

NESTOR.

Whre It Did No Good
(Atlanta Advocate).
He found his hair was leaving the togy
of his head, and took his barber to tasi
about it.

make this hair grow.”

Tt is very strange it won't grow again,
interrupted the barber. “I can’t undi.
stand it.”

“«Well, look here,” said the man, “1
don’t mind drinking another bottle, bu

this must be the last.”

T'he Holy Duke insisted that the college .

“You sold me two bottles of stuff te




