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HAZEN RIDICULES ST. JOHN
VALLEY ROAD PROJECT

Declares Mackenzie & Mann’s Proposal Nothing,

But an Election Dodge

Railway Men’s Telegram Before the House Stating They
Will Build Line if Route is Acceptable—Solicitor General |

Jones Continues Budget Debate, and Answers Opposition
Criticism---Much Business Transacted.

Fredericton, N. B.,March 26—The house
met at 3 o’clock.

On motion of the Hoa. Mr. Pugsley the
time for the introduction of private bills
was extended till Thursday.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley in reply to Mr. Hazen
said that the railway commissioners,
Messrs. King and McAvity, during the
past two years had received no remuner-
ation for their services but $309.12 for
expenses.

Mr. Hazen, pursuant to totice, moved
for the correspondence between McKenzie
& Mann and the government with regard
to the railway down the valley of the St.
Joha river. He said: I trust that the
leader of the government will take the
house into his confidence and place all
the correspondence before it. 1 take it
for granted that he has more correspond-
ence than he has referred to because all
he has mentioned is a telegram from a
single member of the firm of McKenzie
& Mann. So far as I can see there is no
guarantce that this company will be pre-
pared to enter into a contract with the
government to build this railway. I find
lying on the desk today a printed bill en-
titled “An act to secure the construc-
tion of a line of railway along the valley
of the St. John river.”

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—This will come up
before the house on Thursday in the form
of a resolution of which I have given
notice. If it is agreed to, the substance
of this resolution will be embodied in the
bill to grant assistance to certain rail-
ways.

Hazen Scoffs at Valley Railway
Project.

Mr. Hazen—There is certainly nothing
before us to justify the statement con-
tained in the preamble of the resolution

= that McKenzie, Mann & Co. have made
a proposal to the government to build
this railway. It is clear, therefore, that
there must be further correspondence
which I hope will be Jaid before. the house.
We ought to have fuller information so
that no false hopes may be raised. This
is not the first time that this railway has
been exploited on the eve of an election.
One ‘gentleman told me that there had
been no less than mine surveys on the
castern 'side of the river and two on the
western side.

Hoa. Mr. Pugsléy—How does this bear
on the question of bringing down the cor-
respondence ?

Mr. Hazen—I have a perfect right to
discuss all thess questions - which are
relevant on this motion. Only a few
years ago the fond hopes of the people
along the river were excited by these
surveys and also by the attitude of the
premier who addressed a circular letter
to the electors of Kings county ia which
be said this great work may be under-
taken in the near future.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—The very near fu-
ture has arrived.

Mr. Hazen—Now we find the hon. gen-
tleman shortly after the opening of this
legislature that the I. C. R. having come
to Fredericton and the policy of the mia-
ister of railways being to take over all
branch railways it would be proper and
right for the I. C. R. to construct a line
to Woodstock and St. John. Yet within
twenty-four hours he tells ®s that ar-
rangements have bheen made with Me-
Keazie & Mann to build this line. This
looks very much like aa election cry and
it does not seem to me at all clear that
McKenzie & Mann will undertake this
work.

Is it proposed to enter into contract
with them and guarantee these bonds un-
less assurances are given that this is to
be part of a transcoatinental truak sys-
tem? .

I see also by the resolution that if Me-
Kenzie & Mann do not go on with this
work another company may be incorpor-
ated to do it. Apparently the govern-
ment has no well-defined scheme or no
great expectation of the railway being
built,

Another matter to which 1 would wish
to direct attention is the route of thps
railway. It should be made clear that
It should follow the west bank of the St.
John river from Fredericton to Westfield
within say one and a half miles of the
river.

Hazen Revises His Oromocto

Speech.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—This is not quite the
same speech the hon. geatleman made at
Oromocto yesterday and I noticed that he
made a wise selection in leaving certain
gentlemen behind him to whom the peo-
ple of Sunbury might not feel very friend-

ly. Who can tell from the speech he has
Yust delivered whether he is in favor of
going on with this railway or whether he
will oppose it? It is very well to talk in
vlatitudes but talk does ot build a rail-

y. If he is in favor of this line being
built how does it happen that he per-
tnitted one of his foHowers to declare in
the house the other day that a line down
the St. John river valley would never
vield enough revenue to pay for the axle
grease on its car whoels? What could be
more likely to discrediv an enterprise of
the kind or prevent capitalists from in-
vesting their monsy in it than such a
statement ?

Mr. Grimmer—1 made no such state-
ment. I said that unless connected with
& trunk line it would not pay for the
grease on the axles of its wheels.
honerable gentleman himseli admitted
that it would not pay except as a trunlk
line.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley --I never stated in this
house or out of it that a railway down
the St. John river valley would not pay.
Nothing could Le more caleulated to in-

K

jure this road than that the leader of the |
levery one and possesses all those qualities

A rail- |

opposition should allow one of his follow-
ers to discredit it in this manner.
way down the Bt. John river valley from
Woodstock or Centreville will serve the
uneeds of about 90,000 people. It will con-

rect these up river towns with the metro- |

polis and the latter with St. John, passing
through one of the most fertile regions in
the province. The line from St. John
through the valley of the Kennebeccasis
and thence to Shediac
well, and is now earning large sums for

The |

! not formerly
has always paiuii
|

_ Hon. Mr. Pugsley—I said that 1 would
not give as large a sum as $15,000 a mile

unless for a first class trunk line, but I
never said that it would not pay for axle |

grease as a local line. I am well satisfied
that such a line would have a large local

traflic. Some time ago I invited the lead-
er of the opposition to make some prac-
tical suggestions as to how this line might
be built. Has he done so? He has left it
to his supporters to cast ridicule on our
efforts and to say that this line cannot be
built or made to pay. He has character-
ized this as an election dodge. For my
part I have nothing to conceal from this
house. I stated fairly to them that I had
had many conversations with McKenzie &
Mann, and told them that their railway
wpuld soon require to make connections
with their lines in Nova Scotia. I said
that when that time came this legislature
would co-operate with them.

I also did state in this house that, as the
1. ¢ ‘R. had reached Fredericton, and as
Mr. Emmerson’s policy was to extend it,
and a splendid policy it is, it would be a
proper development of that policy if a
railway could be constructed to Wood-
stogk and St. John by some company
which the I. C. R. could take over, paying
a sufficient rental therefore to pay the in-
terest on the guaranteed bonds at four per
cent. But it occurred to me a day or two
after to communicate with McKenzie &
Mann, and I did so on March 18 and sent
a confidential telegram to them.

I received a reply which was also confi-
dential and then asked them for a definite
proposal, which I received on March 20, in
the form of a telegram, as follows:

Ottawa, Ont., March 20, 1907.
Hon. Wm. Pugsley, LL. D., Premier of New
Brunswick, Fredericton, N. B.:

‘Would suggest you take legislative author-
ity to make arrangements guaranteeing our
bonds not to exceed fifteen thousand dollars
per mile. Will promise to have matter thor-
oughly investigated by our engineers and will
enter into contract providing we find route
satisfactory from engineering and traffic
standpoint. The contents of this message
can be used at your discretion.

(Signed) D. D. MANN.
Fredericton, N. B., March 21, 1907.
D. D. Mann, Esq., Ottawa, Ont.:

Telegram received. Matter now under con-
sideration. Will advise you Ilater.

WM. PUGSLEY.

MoKénzie & Mann’s Telegram.

There is certainly nothing in that tele-
gram which, suggests assistance in carry-
ing an election. I think that in a matter
of this kind there should be no party poli-
tics. Thosé who know McKenzie & Mann
must be well aware that they would not
come down here unless their line was part
of a transcontinental system.

This will not be a cheap road or easy
to build, for I have in my hand a tele-
gram from the chairman of the transcon-

Solicitor-General Jones.

tinental railway who states that the cost
of a railway down the St. John river val-
ley from_ Woodstock to Chipman would be
$44.500 a mile.

~The other clauses in the bill to which
the leader of the opposition seems to ob-
ject are for the purpose of securing the
construction of the railway by some other
company in .the event of McKenzie &
Mann not building it.

The leader of the opposition pretends

that he is anxious for this road to be |

built, but what practical suggestions has
he ever made Yo accomplish this end? It
will not be necessary for him to press his
resolution, for the correspondence will be
brought down. 2

Mr. Hazen—The premier has tried to
make a little cheap political capital out of
the Sunbury convention, and he has tried
to score a point because I did not rebuke
the member for Charlotte. The opposition
members are free to do their own think-
ing*and vote as they please. It is evident
that he has no other papers but the tele-
gram he has just read.

It is manifestly unruair for him to say
that T have done mnothing practical to
bund this road. What he is doing now
is only to keep the government in power.
Hon. W. P. Jones.

The order of the day being called, Hon.
Mr. Jones said:

My, Speaker--I think [ am expressing

the opinion of the members of this house |
when I say that the budget specch made|

|
}eagor than myself to have him become a
| member.

I am well satisfied to have him in the
position of provincial secretary and the
i house must approve. I am sure of the
| choice after the able speech which he
ilms made in this debate.

i 1t would be interesting if by any acci-
| dent the members of the opposition should
| approve of any government measure. But
' they seem to appose every measure no
matter how good it may be, simply be-
cause it is introduced by this government.

Wonders at Opposition Stand.

With the intelligence which should
be there and which I believe they poss-
ess, I would think they would realize that
they would stand higher in the estimation
of the country if they showed some
broadness of mind in their criticisms, ad-
mitting the merit of some at least of the
actions of the government.

Consider Mr. Speaker the matter of the
-increased subsidies. Looking at it in an
non-partisan spirit is it not remarkable
that the members of the opposition have
opposed from the outset -any efforts to
secure a readjustment of the provincial
subsidies, bearing in mind the vast de-
velopment of the country under Libem_l
rule, the surplus available for expendi-
ture for advancing the prosperity of the
dominion and remembering also that the
people rightly demand expenditures in
matters over which New Brunswick has
| jurisdiction and must maintain, the ques-
| tion comes whether the money to be ex-
{ pended by the dominion should not partly
be devoted to the maintainence of prov-
incial services. It is mot a question of
taxation in that sense. Under Conserva-
tive rule everything was a -question of
taxation, but now we have vast surpluses
in dominion affairs. .

It is not necessary to say that it is
impracticable to expand provincial rev-
enues to meet the needs of provincial ser-
vices. The people demand better roads,
incrased salaries, etc., and provision must
be made for them. I would have expect-
ed this matter to have been viewed in a
non-partisan way, and support and en-
couragement to have been given the gov-
ernment in its effort fo secure an In-
crease, but what was the actual case?
The governmen{ received no encourage-
ment from the opposition, rather the hon-
orable gentleman hindered the adminis-
tration.

Now the opposition party, the Conser-
vative party I might say is finding fault
and trying to defeat what has been ac-
complished by this and the other govern-
ments acting with it. Have they any
ground for objection? TIs it not fair that
a per capita increase of subsidy s.hould
be granted to the four original provinces?
If New Brunswick received relatively as
much increase as Ontario and Quebec,
then would not any unbiased man ap-
prove of the arrangements? I am of
course mnot speaking of the new western
provinces. If New Brunswick receives as
good treatment as Nova Scotia, ‘Onta.no
and Quebec, who would say it is being
treated unfairly? I purpose showing that
New Brunswick is being as fairly treated
as these other provinces. We should con-
sider how much the provinces receive per
capita.

Now as I have said New Brunswick in
the readjustment receives more than On-
tario, more than Quebec or Nova Scotia.
In Ontario with a population of 2,182,
947, I am giving the ‘figures of 1901, the
amount received under what I may term|
the old subsidies arrangement is $1,116,-|
872.80, the increase in subsidies for that
province is $789,484.80, giving a total of
$1,746,357.60. The percapita increase is
thus 36.16 cents.

In New Brunswick with a population of
331,120 the increase is $130,000 or 39.26
ceats per capita.

In Quebec, with a population of 1,648,
808, the increase is $509,865.0, or a per
capita increase of 36.38 cents as against
39.26 in New Brunswick.

In the neighboring province of Nova
Scotia the present allowance is $320,000.
The total increase #$177,650. Here the
population is 4569,5674. Thus we see: the
per capita increase in that proviace is
38.65 cents compared with 39.26 in New
Brunswick. p
" Some gentlemen say it is mot necessary
to have this increase in subsidy and prac-
tically that is the attitude -of the opposi-
tion. Today education)alone takes five-
sixths of the present subsidy from the Ot-
tawa treasury. Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, it
is not worth while for me to say more
because it has been said at Ottawa by
no less a man than Geo. E. Foster that
the government is extravagant. That, of
course, should settle it, when we re-
member how high a place in public life
Mr. Foster occupies and especially in
view of the recent revelations.

It is not necessary to refer at length
to the railway policy of the government
but I would say a few words because of
the local interest taken in it in Carleto
county. I am interested in the whole val-
ley and ia the entire province, though I
have a special interest in (arleton county.
Some years ago a survey was made for a
{ line from Quebec through Maine to New
Brunswick. It reached the provincial
| boundary in the parish of Wicklow a
little north of Centreville. It is not
known, of course, just what route Mec-
Kenzie & Mana may choose but if one
similar to that to which I have referred
is chosen the road will run to Centreville
then on to Woodstock and through Fred-
erictoa to St. John.

If the proposition is accepted by Me
Kenzie & Mann the railway, and it must
be a substantial line like a trunk system
! with steel bridges having stone or con-
| crete substructures. Tt must cost between |
'$30,000 and $40,000 per mile.

And, Mr. Speaker, if McKenzie & Mann
take hold of the matter can aayon: doubt
that the road will be part of a transcon-
tinental system? No other conclusion can
be reached by a mon-partisan person. For
myseli I favor the construction of the
road whether it is part of a transcon-
tinental line or not. I believe that the
road would pay to some extent, at leas,
more than enough ‘‘to grease the axles”
more than enough to pay the operating
expenses and part of the interest on the|
cost of the road. |

The leader of the opposition has said'
that h¢é does not think for the hon. mem:'
ber from Charlotte (Mr. Grimmer). It is|
a shame that there is no onz to thiak for
| the hon. member. It seems to me he!
{ made an observation in reference to the !
El“'ODUN"i railway that will bs felt by him |
and the opposition party generally. i

The other day the opposition leader !

i

must tend to deprive the province of the
benefits of capital which would be invest-
ed for the development of the country.
The honorable gentleman has expressed
sympathy with me because Hon. Mr. Rob-
inson followed the member for Carleton

in the debate when las¢ year that place !
was mine. I consider it a great honor, sir, |

to reply to the member for Charlotte, be-
cause, as he declared, he has been the
cause of accomplishing something “result-
ing in the betterment of the government.
The leader of the opposition and the mem-
bers for Carleton and others of the opposi-
tion members have lectured the govern-
ment, but the honorable gentleman from
Charlotte takes to himself credit for im-
proving which apparently, judging from
his own statements, his leader and first
lieutenant were not able to do.

For some years the member for Carleton
has complained of inability to find any-
thing in the auditor-general’s report. The
member for Charlotte, we see, has accom-
plished another thing that the member for
Carleton could not do. He has found and
has admitted that, with any reasonable
effort, it is an easy matter to learn the
condition of the province from the re-
Dort.

Glance at the administration of justice,
for which, in 1906, the expenditure was
$17,523.54. All criticism of that made by
the gentlemen . opposite was upon the
question of criminal prosecutions or tele-
phones, and even here their criticism was
not very severe.

In 1905 I became solicitor-general. In
that year for criminal prosecutions the
outlay was $2,003.33. Last year the whole
expenditure was $1,706.563. My salary is
chargeable to the administration of jus-
tics was $1,160 less than the average
for the four years preceding my appoint-
ment. It has been
across the floor that prosecutions for en-
fringement of the game laws should also
be conducted by the crown jofficers. Such
a course has never been pursued. I would
like to.know if the member for Charlotte
thinks that crown .officers should travel
about the country going into magistrates’
courts to prosecute for breaches of the
game laws.

Mr. Jones then moved the adjournment
of the debate. i

Mr. King introduced a bill to incorpor-
ate the Fidelis Lodge, No. 157, Interna-
tional Order of Good Templars.

Mr. Clark gave notice of inquiry with
reference to the number of emigrants who
had obtained permanent settlement in the
province the last four years. '

Mr. Maxwell gave:notice of inquiry with
reference to the N. B. Temperance Feder-
ation for the introduction of prohibition.

The house then went into committee for
the consideration of the bill to amend the
probate court act, which, after some slight
amendments, were agreed to.

On the consideration of
amend the judicature act,
said:

My honorable friend knows from the
remarks that I made on a previous occas-
ion that I intend to oppose this bill. It
may be advisable, however, to let it go
through committee, and I will move my
amendment on the third reading.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—It has been conuiq“-
ed best to retain the supreme court as it
is and to provide for an. independent
court of appeal. It is highly desirable to
have a court of appeal composel snleiv of
judges who have not had anything what-
ever to do with the trial of various cases.
It is said there are plenty of judges al-
ready, but the work is by no means even-
ly divided. The result of the passing of
the bill will be to make the administration
of justice much more satisfactory than has
been the case hitherto. . .

The bill, with some slight amendments,
was then agreed to.

The house adjourned at 10 o’clock.

Committee Méegings.

The corporations eommittee met this
morning and recommended the bill to in-
corporate ‘“La Bociete L’Assomsion’” in
the province of New Brunswick and also
the bill to amend the act to incorporate
the Tobique and Campbellton Railway
Company.

The bill respecting the Auto Road Com-
pany was allowed to be withdrawn.

The bill to vest the property .of the
Fredericton Boom Company in the St.
John River Liog Driving Company was
taken up. A. P. Barnhill for the pro-
moters in explaining the object of the bill
said that the boom company being a
quasi” public corporation, its property
could not be sold without application to
the legislature. Terms had been agreed
to by the company, the People’s Bank and
the St. John River Company for taking
over the business and he did not think
there was any objection from outside
sources which could not be arranged.

J. H. Barry appeared for the Riparian
owners in opposition to the clause giv-
ing the new company power to use the
shore on making a tender of whatever
sum the company thought fit to offer and
then if this sum be not accepted of fore-
ing the costs of arbitration in certain
events wholly on the shore owner. This
power was mnot contained in the old bill.
Also he objected to the power proposed
to be given to the company to cancel any
contract should they wish to do so on
ten days’ notice. Iurther he thought
there should be an act to compel the new
company to carry out all the contracts
and agreements made by the present boom
company.

Mr. Hazen suggested that if the amount
of shore rent tendered was less than the
amount subsequently awarded each party
should pay their own costs.

L. H. Bliss said that some shore own-
ers deliberately forced arbitration proceed-
ing simply because they know it would
cost them nothing but their time, and the
company would have to pay in any event.
He would suggest that each party pay
their own costs or that the costs be left
wholly in the discretion of the arbitra-
tors. After some remarks from Mr. Me-
Farlane, Mr. McCready and others on the
same subject, a sub-committee was form-
ed to prepare amendments to meet the
several objections which had been urged
in opposition to the bill and the com-
mittee adjourned to await the result.

The public accounts committee of the
legislature met this morning and finished
their examination of the expenditures in
connection with the provincial hospital.
W. A. Quinton was preeent and made
explanations.

Mr. Morrison yesterday called in ques-
tion a payment of $220 to Harry G. Smith
for a horse. Upon learning this morning
that thec man who sold the horse to the
government is a brother of B. Frank

the bill to
Mr. Hazen

by the premier was: one of the ablest | boasted about the large profit that had | Swmith, M. P. P. Mr. Morrison expressed

financial statements ever brought down
in this assembly. New Brunswick is to
be congratulated upon having a man of
such ability at the head of provineial
atfairs. ¢ is a man who combines abil-
ity with courtesy, is approachable by
that a man in his position should’ have.

While T have no doubt that it is with
considerable personal sacrifice  that he
tills so prominent a place in the life of

charged and make such a

i been made on the road formerly known !
las the Canada Eastern. He pointed out |
j very truly that this railway was a paying !
{ one when it was taken over by the domin- |
§i1111 government. If a railway from Fred- |
j ericton to Loggieville was a paying one, ,
'why should not one from Woodstock tdl
{ S8t. John by way of the valley route pay
| something more than the cost of the axle
| grease % !

i Will anyone say that the country on the !

the country the people*have reason to be | St. John river is less fertile or less de-
proud of the manner in which he fills| serving of a railroad than the section be-
[ that position. That he should take up the | tween this eity and Chatham? Ruch talk |
| duties of a portfolio with which he was|is absurd, and when the member for |

himself as satisfied that the item should
pass. ‘

Fredericton assessment bill was further
considered by -the municipalities commit-
te of the legislature this morning. L. W.
Johnston suggested an amendment in con-
nection with the assessment of honds,
mortgages, etc.  He contended that such
securities should not be tax€d_as personal
property but that the income derived from
them should be taxed on the same basis
as other incomes.

Ald. Scott strongly opposed the section
of the hll which proposed to exempt
church property from taxation.

‘(‘har]ottf: indulged in it his only object! He also asked that the poll tax be re-

splendid showing gives reason for New  seems to have heen to insult the people of | duced from five to three dollars. J. H.

Brunsivick to be proud of hinn

| the valley counties.

the dominion government. I regret the sad occurrence which neces-{  The premier has well pointed out how | behalf of the real estate owners.
@ }r. Hazen—Did you not say that you |sitated a reorganization of this govern-| these statements of the honorable mem-| 'The corporations committee subsequent-
would not favor subsidizing this as a local | ment, hut the new member is one whoj ber must affect capitalists looking to New | ly took up the consileration of the bill

railway? ;

will do it credit and no one was more

" Brunswick. Sues adsleading

to incorporate the Canada Atlaatic Ter-

held by members'.

minal Railway and heard a dejegation of
the promoters in support of the same.
J. D. Chipman said that the delegation
had had an interview with the members
of the government and had satisfied them
of the bona fides of the undertaking and
of the ability of the promoters to carry
the project out. The object of the bill
was to create a port at 1 'Etang for the
purpose of ruaning a line of steamers

trom there to the West Indies and other!
places and so try to divert a large amountl

l

There was no Jesire. on the part |

present goss
(Canadian

which = at
ports

of the traffic
through American
lines.
of the promoters to enter into competi-
tion with the (. P. R. or McKenzie &
Mann or any othsr railway compaay, as
there was ample room for all. There
were immense possibilities in the project
they had in hand and it only wanted the
sanction of the legislature to enable them
to carry it out.

J. Sutton Clarke and others followed on
the same lines and haviag thanked the
committee for hearing them, withdrew.

The further consideration of the bill
was adjourned.

WILL FORCE FOWLER TO
PROVE OR RETRACT

(Continued from page 1.)
duty as well as our pleasure to receive the
suggestions of the colonial conference
which is to opea in a few days. These are
the views of our Canadian government on
the subject. P

Trade, the Only Question.

“We have made no represeatations and
no suggestions, when these were invited
for the reason, as I have already stated,
that our relations with the empire are
‘happy and that we have mo grievances.
The only question in which we are in-
terested, and t\he only question we intend
to bring before the conference, is the
question which absorbed the most of the
time of the Jlast conference—the trade
question. And upoa the trade question
itself we have nothing new to offer. My
friend, Mr. Borden, has stated that the
resolution adopted by the British con-
ference in 1902 ‘was adopted at the sug-
gestion of the Canadian minsters. It is
embodied in the blue .book and was quo-
ted a moment ago—I mneed not repeat it.

“Such as our policy was in 1902, such it
is in 1907. We have z .va (o the British
people a preference uader our tariff. This
we have done for our benefit and for the
benefit of the relations which exist be-
tween us and the mother country. But
we have stated that if it suits the British
people to reciprocate\ we shall be prepared
to discuss the situation and to go a step
further than we have gone. Now, we have
nothing to say upon this point. This
policy which we suggested has not met
with favor in Britain.

Britain’'s Turn Now.

“Well, Sir, it is not for us at this mo-
ment, not for mec. on behalf of the Can-
atinn people, to press this matfer on the
Bl oo o i is for the British people
to make up their minds whether the
policy is acceptable to them, and would be
for their benefit. All I have to say, and
in this I am sure I voice the views of
every man ia this house, is that the Brit-
ish Empire can be maintained and can
rest only upon the idea that everyone
of the nhations which compose it ‘must be
allowed to determine for itself what is
best for that nation. (Applause.)

“It suits us in this country to be tinged
with protection more than perhaps I
would like to have. I am sorry to have
to make that admission. It does not syit
the British people to be tinged ia the
same way. Their tariff is very different
from our tariff. Our tariff is based large-
ly upon customs duties and excise duties.
This is the only method we have in this
country of raising the revente. The Brit-
ish tariff, however, is founded upon an
entirely different basis. Well, we would
not accept the idea that the British public
should force upoan us their own fiscal
views and therefore the only way in
which the British empire can be main-
tained upon its present foundation is by
allowing to every nation composiag it
the measure of liberty that it has and also
the free choice of the fiscal policy which
it is to maintain.

Free Trade Within the Empire,
the Ideal >

“For my part I may say frankly that if
I had my own view, if I were asked what

10

would be the ideal condition within the !
British empire which would tend to build '
up the British empire upon an even stroager ,
basis than it is at present, if that were|
possible, it would be to have a universal
system of free trade between all the parts
that compose the British empire. This |
would be my view, but it is not possible !
at the present time. We could not carry
that into effect in this country nor could
it be carried out in Great Britain and
therefore the only thing wa could do
would be to show the :way, to point the
goal, and let time develope it later on.
“My honorable friend has desired my
view upon the question of imperial de-
fence. This is a delicate question. I have
nothing more to say, as I am about to
sail for England to attend the conference
of 1907, than what I said on a similar oc-
casion five vears ago upon the floor of
parliament, that upon this delicate ques-
tion, for my part, I do not know or be-
lieve that the relations which exist at
the present time can be impraved, and so
far as I have anything to do with the
politics of this country and insofar as I
am able to represent the views of this
country, I think I must adhere to the
view I expressed five years ago, that, for
no consideration whatever, would Canada |
be induced to be drawn into the vortex of |
Suropean militarism. (Applause).

An Armed Peace in Europe.

“The conditions which prevail today in
Europe are deplorable to a degree. The

condition is one of an armed peace, almost |

as intolerable as war itself. This cannot'
last forever; it seems to me the date is
not far distant when these nations, the
wisest, the most advanced, the most civil-
ized in the world, will recognize the folly
that has been carried on for centuries and
will come back to a more humane system, |
such as we have on this continent. There-’
fore, upon this point our attitude is exaet- |
Iy the same as that which we took in|
1902. ‘

“To the subject of immigration, we doi
not allude, and we do not think there is
any necessity of alluding. We have a,
good policy of immigration. It has borne |
its truits, and I am glad to say that,
thanks to our ecfforts, our immigration
from the British Isles to this country is.
increasing, it was larger last year than |
the year before, and larger this year than '
it was last year. [ believe that in this
respect there is nothing to improve, noth-
ing more to be done than to continue the

| Barry, K. €., will be heard tomorrow on | system which we have hitherto pursued. |

“With regard to preferential trade be-
tween the self-governing colonies of the
empire, which is an article put forwaxrd
by the government of Australia in these

THAW STANDS IN SHADOW
OF ASYLUM FOR CRIMINALS

Judge Appoints Lunacy Commission to Test His
Sanity

Murderer’s Wife and Lawyers Much Chagrined at the Out-
come, But Defendant Seemed Satisfied and is Confident
of the Result-—Three Eminent Men Named to Try Stan-
ford White’s Slayer, and County Will Foot All the Bills.

New York, March 26—Harry K. Thaw
may never.again face the jury empanelled
more than nine weeks ago to try him
on the charge of murder in. the first de-
grec. Justice Fitzgerald today unexpect-

i edly handed down a decision ordering a

commission in lunacy to inquire into the
present state of mind of Stanford White’s
slayer. The decision of the disinterested
men named to conduct the inquiry will
guide the future action of the court as to
ordering Thaw to an asylum for the in-
sane or directing that the indefinitely in-
terrupted trial for his life shall proceed.
Justice Fitzgerald announced the appoint-
ment of the commission privately in hjs
chambers. Evelyn Nesbit Thaw was
there with the lawyers and it became her
task to break the news to her husband in

[}

the Tombs. Tearful when she left the
judge’s rooms in the criminal courts
building the young woman, who has been
such a conspicuous figure in the trial from
first to last, was smiling and cheerful
when Thaw was brought from his cell
to the hospital ward of the prison to
meet her. Thaw accepted the court’s de-
cision philosophically and once more de-
clared he had no doubt the commission
would declare him a sane man now.

Personnel of Commission,

The personnel of the commission named
by Justice Fitzgerald lends a new dis-
tinction to this already notable case. The
men who will determime Thaw’s mental
capacity are: -

Morgan J. O’Brien, a former justice of
the Appellate division of the state sup-
reme court; Peter B. Olney, former dis-
trict attorney of New York county and
a lawyer of high legal attainments; Dr.
Leopold Putzel, a practising physician
and authority on mental diseases.

Former Justice O’Brien is one- of the
trustees, with Grover Cleveland of the
Hyde Stock, in the Equitable Life As-
surance Society purchased by Thomas F.
Ryan. When he was a candidate for re-
election to the bench in 1901 as a Demo-
crat, Justice O’Brien -was unopposed.
President Roosevelt made a trip from
Washington to Oyster Bay to cast his
ballot for him.

Before being elected district attorney
of New York county in 1883, Mr. Olney
had been a memher with Wm. C. Whit-
ney of the com ion appointed in 1879
to revise the laws of the state affeeting
public interests in New, York city. He
is a graduate of Harvard.

Dr. Putzel the third member of the
commission is a graduate of Bellevue hos-

pital medical school and has' had a long
experience in that institution. He 1is
qualified before the state medical board
as an examiner in lunacy.

Hearings May Be Private.

No date has been fixed tonight for the
first meeting of the commission. There
probably will be some definite announce-
ment on this point tomorrow, however,
for the law under which the commission-
ers were appointed directs that they pro-
ceed with their inquiry forthwith. Jus-
tice Fitzgerald said it would rest with
thé commission as to whether or“hot its
hearings shall be public. - In the last case
of this sort in this jurisdiction—the in-
quiry into the mental condi’ion of Jose-
fina- Terranova who_killed Her aunt and
uncle—the commission’s inquiry was con-
ducted behind closed doors. The girl was
declared sane and .subsequently ‘was ac-
quitted by the jury.

The Thaw lunacy commission will be

attended by District Attorney Jerome.
The lawyers for the defendant will also
be present and the commission may di-
rect and compel the attendance of any
witnesses it may desire. It is probable
that Thaw will be asked first of all to sub-
mit to a rigid physical examination. Hav-
ing undergone several of these since his
incarceration, he is somewhat nervous on
this subject, but it was said tonight by
his counsel that he would do everything
in his power to aid the commission with .
its work and that he hoped for an early
opinion as to his sanity.
- Thaw’s lawyers and the defendant him-
self were downcast when they were first
made acquainted with Justice Fitzgerald's
decision, but all were manifestly pleased
when the latter announced as to the per-
sonnel of the commission of inquiry was
made.

Mr. Delmas in particular declared that
Justice Fitzgerald could hardlyi have sel-
ected a more generally satisfactory com-
mission—one whose decision would com-
mand more confidence and respect.

Later in the afternoon Thaw sent out &
statement in which he said:

“Everything is perfectly satisfactory te
me. I am sure I will be able to satisfy
the commission that I am sane at the
present tims. = Anything Justice Fitzger-
ald does is all right. He has always acted -
in a fair and impartial manner.”

While the law simply prescribes any
state asylum, it is-generally the custom to
send all persons charged with crime to the
asylum at Matteawan for the criminal in-
sane. '

The court directs what .compensation
shall be paid to the members of a lunacy
commission. There are mno limitations
upon him, and the cost is paid by -the
county.

words: ‘That it is desirable that the

preferentiar treatment accorded by the
colonies to the products and manufactures
of the United Kingdom be aiso accorded to
the products and manufactures of other
self-governing colonies.”

“We have already, two years ago, made
an exactly similar proposal to the govern-
ment of Australia in a despatch” which
has been brought down this session and
laid upon the table of the house, to ex-
tend to them exactly the preference which
we gave to Britain. The government of
Australia has not *hought it advisable to
respond yet to our demands. .

There has been, I admit, some delay in
the official correspondence, but there has
been no. delay whatever between us aqd
the Australian government; our agents in
Australia have been .conferring wit_h .the
Australian government but up to this ’u!ne
to no purpose. The correspondence, which
was brought down a few weeks ago, has
shown that between Mr. Deakin and my-
sclf it has been agreed that we shquld
meet in London and take up the subject

/ith the view and hope of brnging it to a
eatisfactory conclusion. Whatever may be
the -view of our fellow subjects in Aus-
tralia I do not know, but if their views
are the same as ours there will be no dif-
ficulty in coming to a conclusion, becau.ae
what we have offered is exactly what is in
the resolution which we want to discuss,
that is that the same preference that is
offered to the mother land should be ex-
tended to the other colonies.”

Sir Wilfrid next dealt with the desire
of Australia that the United Kingdom
should grant a preference to colonial pro-
ducts and manufactures. “This matter,”
he stated, “is not,in our hands. It is not
a matter which I would think it proper to
force upon the government of Great
Britain. If the people of Great Britain are
prepared to extend preferential treatment
to the products and manufactures of the
colonies we have alreaay stated that we
are prepared to meet them and to go one
step deeper into the preferential system
and to discuss what we can do more in
order to meet that view.

The Cattle Embargo.

“There remains only the question of the
cattle embargo. This does not seem to me
to be a proper subject for the colonial
conference, which is to open in London

| on April 15—Tt is a question between the

government of Great Britain and the gov-
ernment of Canada. Tt is a subject. the
discussion of which has now been going on
for years, and if T may be allowed to use
an expression to which exception was
taken a few minutes ago, when I referred
to the words of Hon. Lloyd George, 1 may
say that there is a little rump of protee-
tionists in Great Britain which prevents
the removal of the cattle embargo. The
non-removal of the cattle embargo cannot
be ascribed to the reason which has been
given, namely that there 1s disease in our
cattle, because it is perfectly well known
that our cattle are free from any blemish.

“There must be some other reason.
Whether that is”the reason which they
have given I do not know, I suspect .it,
but T have to say that we shall not dis-
continue the efforts which have been made
for the last fifteen years to obtain the
removal of what we believe to be an un-
just restriction upon our trade.”

In closing, Sir Wilfrid made a state-
ment in regard to his intention to be pres-
ent at the opening of the conference: I
have only to say,” declared the premier,
“that, as 1 stated the other day, it was a
matter of deep concern to me what should
be my duty—whether my duty should
keep me here or whether my duty should
take me to the other side. But taking it
all in all, I think thers can be no doubt
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that I should try to meet the wishes of -
the house, which were so kindly expressed
by the honorable gentleman himself, in
allowing no duty to keep me here but to .
perform my poor part in the conference
and in which we certainly take a deep in-
terest.

“I do not know whether or not the con-
ference ' will result in very much practical
business, but it all events. even if there
was not much accomplished by this con-
ference there is always something ‘done '
and even if there was nothing done, I
think it is something that we may all be
proud of as British subjects that so many
nations coming from all parts of the earth,
owing the same allegiance to the British
sovereign, meet together to discuss in a
friendly and brotherly spirit the relations
which make up the happy condition which .
is now the lot the empire to which we
have the honor to belong.

‘I have to thank my honorable friend
for the kind words he has spoken upon
this subject and further for his offer made
privately and publicly to facilitate the
business of the house in order that noth-
ing may delay me _and for this I have,
with all my heart, to offer him my sincere
thanks.”

WARSHIP OF FUTURE
WITHOUT FUNNELS AND
USE GAS ENGINE

A London despatch says: The battle

ship of the future is to be a strangely
weird-looking craft if the dzsigns which
have been worked out prove practicable.
The Institution of Naval Architects have
been holding a coaference in Loadon this
week, and one of the most important pa-
pers, read and discussed was one which
dealt with The Influence of Machinery on
the Gun Power of the Modern W’agjhip.
This showed that if a large number of
guns are to be effectively mounted they
enust all be placed so as to fire on either
broadside. In the Dreadnought out of tenm
12-inch guns only eight fire on either
broadsid>. To enable all ten to fire with
the utmost effect it was shown that fun-
nels must be abolished: and also all deck
erections. But if funnels are to be elim-
inated steam can no longer be used aad
the boiler must go.
"~ The great firm of Vickers have faced
this fact, and after three years of almost
continuous rescarch work have now per-
fected a system of gas machinery for pro-
pelling a ship.

An explosive engine, in a word, is to
displace the steam engine. The design for
such a vessel has been worked out. She
has =m0 funnels, and is thus aa extraordin-
ary looking craft. lHer speed will be
higher than that of any existing battle-
ship. Her dimensions are moderate, but
she carries batteries more powerful than
even the Dreadnought, since all of her
ten guns can fire on either beam; and six
ahead or astern. This is to be the ship of
the future. :

Sir William White durifig the discussion
said the day of the gas eagine was com-
ing.

If the wealth of Great Britain were equally
distributed among the inhabitants of the
country, each man, woman and child would
have $1,035.

The average number of strikes in Germany
for the years 1899 to 1903, inclusive, was

11.242; in 9104 it rose to 1,870, and in 1905 teo

2,067,

The state pawnbroking establishment of
France receives 1,000,000 pledges in the course
of the year and only & per cent of these are
redeemed.
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