M Dumnd-d'ﬁnhceD:mﬁnx to Butuh
nﬂthShheoDelq\tuntConfﬂm-—bﬁy Upset
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W

Dec. 20—8 tional
¥rench demands for the right 1o build
ten 35,000-ton capital ships, dumicg en
years after 1925, have sudisn.y over
cast the Conference heavens. The
French delegation declines to affiirm
or deny the proposal attributed to it,
but it is stated tonight on the highest
authority that it has definitely been
launched. In American Conference
quarters French plans are found noti-
ing short of staggering. They call for a
fleet that would cost not less than
$600,000,000. They would provide the
French with a greater capital ship
strength than that alloted to Japan.
They would give the French Navy a
fleet of the newest and most power
fu! warships afloat,

No one in Washington is able to
account for the French programme.
Meantime, all that can be said of it
is that it has created a tense siuua-
tion Nothing more or less is at
stake than the whole Hughes' plen of
naval limitation dnd ratios. Yesterday
everybody looked upon the basic prin-
ciple as settled by the American-Brit-
ish-Japanese tonnage readjustment. At
this hour the whole scheme is in ieo
pardy. Categorical admissionsito thai
effect were forthcoming today from
Arthur James Balfour, leadsr of the
British delegation.

French Decline to Comment.

Disclosure of the Freach proposal
was made this morning just before the
assembiing of the Conference swb-com-
mittee on naval limitations. The
sub-committee met in executive ses-
ston for two hours, but has divalged
no inkling of its proceedings beyond
the decision to reassemble tomorrow
torenoon. The French stubbornly
decline to comment on their capital-
ships but they assert they are umder
an inviolalle pledge of secrecy to the
naval sub-commii‘se nDow discussing
the French and Italian ratios. Be-
yond conceding um “France has pre-
sented her views,’ no one authorized
to speak for the French will dignify
the situation with (ummem of any
kind.

Unofficial French spokesmen mean
time are talking bitterly of a 'Y)riush!
intrigue” and of a “new British cam-
paign against ¥France.” Such state-
ments are valuable chiefly as denot-|
ing that the bad blood notoriously ex-
isting between Great Britain and

France has not dried up. References
to a “British campaign” apply to state-
ments made early in the day by the

authorized spokesman of the British | |8

r He blurted out, without '
or hawing, that the French
ted a concrete plan to be-
ructing, four years hence,
5,000-ton superdreadnoughts.
Their programme, it was stated, had|
been formally submitted to the Con
ference and was now undergoing advo-
cacy and discussion there by Messrs.
Sarraut and Jusserand and Vice Ad-
miral De Bod, who represent France
sn the naval sub-committee.
Italy Must Keep Pace With France.
The i{mmensity of the new factor
suddenly projected into the sitnation
by France will be realized when it'1s
stated Italy is determined ‘to Kkeep
full pace with France in capital ship
¢ion. 1f the .French lavish
000 on an armada of super
d'(’n raughts, the Italians feel’ they
must do likewise. The Italians are
keen to keep their naval programme
down to the lowest possible minimum,
they deelare, but in the same breath
they pronounce their bitter need of
remaining as strong at sea, ship, for
ship, as their sister Latin Power in
the Mediterranean

Common to Same Range.

While Washington was reverberat-
ing with echoes of the amazing French
scheme, amd®an hour or two after it
was under discussion in the naval sub-
committee, Mr Balfour discussed
freely with newspaper correspondents
the general principles involved. For
the first time Mr. Balfour consented to
be Guoted. He resolutely refused
to be drawn into any comment on
what the French had or had not sub-
mitted, but unhesitatingly dediared
that if “any Power” suddenly emerg-
ed with a vast capital ship programine
it inevitably would upset, in an “ab-
solute and wumerical sense,” the
Pritish-American-Japanese sea agree-
ment just arrived at. It would not
necessarily disturb the ratio, Mr. Bal-
four explained, but it would involve
prompt reconsideration of the allot:
meut of capital ship umits,

May Mean More Ships For All

Mr. Balfour’s remarkable statement,
which led up gradually to what afl hia
hiearers kpew to be the new situation
precipitated by France, was as’ fol-
lows:

“Undér the admirably skill®ul dlme
tion: of the United States Govern-
ment, the three chief navai Powers
(America, Great Britain anl Japan)
came to the conclusion they should.
sotile their 1stios before proceeding
to negotiate with the othsr twd nav
al Powers, namely, France and Italy,
The saperiority in point of numbers
of the three chief navies is so cienr
the fundamental procass of disarms-
ment must evidently haww o ‘Begin
ith #em. Clearly ana evideutly,
thelr decisions would not be final as

regards numbers of ships until they|

knew what the decision of France aad

¢
!

be a rapid and satisfactory one. It,
bowever, will not be an easy oune.

Ratio to Remain the Same.

“Even if there has to be

in the absolute number of ships, the
ratio will not have to be modified, as
it has mot been modified,

not be medified, by what

ers da.~Buf the absolute numbers,
though not the.ratio, are inevitably
subject to modification accarding to
Powers that
have not yet come into the common

the policy adopted by

agreement.”

Attempts to draw Mr. Balfour into
comment on what British naval ex-

perts consider a proper

paval strength for France, from the
British viewpoint, were futile.
would he discuss the “unlikely hypo-
thesis” that a few years hence a new

Prussia or a new Germany
along with an immense
gramme and kick the

Mr, Balfour frankly
would be “essential”

“gonceivable” that

erical arrangement, while

ing the ratio

Following his veiled references' to

the French projeéct and.to
tain's plan to propose abol
submarine, Mr. Balfour ad

interrogators eloquently on the effect |
upon Great Britain of the Washington
In the course

naval agreement.

those observations he took
to heap praise upon President Hard-

ing and the United State

ment for their initiative in promoting

results now on the verge
ment.”
He said

penefits most the
have the largest fleets. 1
licve the defensive powe
Britain is injured by the a
that has been come to.
upon the British people is
minished,

o ‘both the United States
The

attack and of preventing

uance of cutthroat compadli

them in production of
nt At the same time

¢ meed regret if he

hig oountry.

“Broadly speaking the cost of naval
armament was mounting rapi

of our three countries,
richest of them feels the

taxation incident to the burden of ar-
Quite apart from moral and

mament.

considerations of national
tional finance,

estimate.

of armaments

fore ike that

mark in history.
minish public burdens; it
economic ‘strain.
ple to future reformers. I

in the least sacrificing the

Only Crane

Minneapoils, Minn.,

Jiam P.
American Expeditionary
nized a picture of a “gal
support of the Mtter's

as that of a crane he had
while in France.

unloading gasoline tanks
said Mr. Cowles.
and deposited on a plat
a ‘gallows.
by eight feet and stood
of our office.

will be traced down to

found that was all.
want (o say that I would

a civil court of justice.”

Underhill, of Blackville,
Beatrice Emeline, daughte

i3

Washington
ratio scheme into a cocked hat.

emphasized it
to include France
and Ttaly in any scheme intended to
be final and then conceded it
claims might be
put forth that would upset the num-

“The great scheme initiat-
ed by the United States is going to
bensfit all the countries concerned and
countries

The

and 1 believe precisely
same proposition exists in the case

socheme has the great merit
{leaving all their countries safe from

“'To "“m'"; mand’ like so many béasts of burden.

tion among| s«yha only hope for these men now is

"“‘:‘I] “":"' action. Labor is the sole property of
tas the

tage of doing nothing which any

he safety, security and honor of

humanitarian cornsiderations,

the advantazy to man-

k'nd to accrue from the action of the
President of the United States and his
GGovernment is wery difficuit to over-
It really opens quite a new |
chapter in the treatment of armam ums’w's that they
because ® begins with .the smr‘ﬁle“ur

“Nothing has ever been
It establishes a land-
It will rot only di-

it will be an exam-
out all of those great objects without

honor of the contracting nations,”
e

Watson “Gallows”

Honstmg Gasoline|

Dec.
Cowles, a local engineer who
served as a major of engineers in the

a statement today said he had recog-
ished to. Senator Thomas Watson In

wholesale executions in the A, E. F.,

“We had to have some means of

“I constructed this
beam by means of which the tanks
were lifted from the cars by a rope

cegnized the crane at once When 1
gaw it in the paper, which called it
The structure was ten

road trom the depot at Gievres, south
“I think Semator Watson’s charges

this ‘kind, The judge advocate-gen-
eral saild there were eleven hangings
in France, and I think that it will be
I was president
of ‘'a court-martial over there, and I

my chances with such a tribunal than

B ——

NEWCASTLE

Newcastle, N. B., Dec. 20—Mr. Albert
Wesley Underhill, son of Mr. and Mrs.

Mrs. Charles Underhill, also of Black-
ville, were united in"marriage by the
rector, Rev. W. J. Bate, in St. Andrew’s
Church, Newcastle, on Thursday after-
noon, Dec, 16th, at 2 o'clock.

The new hydro-electric service which
has beert installed in Newcastle from
m Nepisiquit station was turned on

on Sunday evening and Newcastle 8
now enjoying a n-honr lorﬂo-. The

350 AE_BOUGHT
HIS WIFE A BOX
O

an increase

and need
other Pow-

Rail Men Object
To New Proposals
of Labor Board
Will Fight the Open Shop and

Declare They Are to be
Treated Worse Than Slaves

margin of

Nor

might come
naval pro-

New York, Dec. 19. —~Although La.
bor's official action on the 172 revised
shop rules promulgated by the ‘United
States Railroad Labor Boara will not
1ba taken until after the first of the

Great Bri-|vear, Labor men here indicate in no
ition of theuncertain manner their dislike of these
dressed his |vh‘mgps That the changes are accept-
able to railroad labor employers goes
without saying. But the men insist
that the changes amount to wage re
ductions, especially the abolition of the
punitive overtime for the ninth and
tenth working hours.

Maintenance of wa¢ _-and railroad
shop laborers in this distriet are urging
their district and international leaders
to give them permission to strike, but
this permission is withheld.

Wm. D. Roberts, grand vicepresident
of the United Brotherhood of Mainten-
ance of Way Employees, holds that his
abolition re-establishes the seven-day
week, the ten-hour day, and makes the
eight-hour basis worthless, :
wraatly div “There seems to be no justice in Am-
o ' the erica for the common workmen,"” says

Mr. Roberts. “Chattel slaves were sure
of thelr food, clothing and shelter,
while so-called free labor in industrial
America is held in the riveted shackles
of ‘the inhuman law of ‘supply and de-

wWas

not affect-

of
occasion

s Govern-

of achieve-

which
do not b
r of Great
rrangement
burden

Japan.
of

and

the laborer and no power on earth can

» compel them to utilize it unless #t
considers | hrings a fair return.”
“After having their wages cut,” says

Anthony Spair, district chairman, “the
men were not in a very good mood, and
now to be deprived of overtime and put
back on a 10-hour day 18 too much for
them. .The elimination of time and &
halt for Sunday work is another hard-
ship, as the railroads will make 1t a
rule to keep the men at work the
seventh day (Sunday) when traffic is
light and maintenance work is best ac-
complished,”

Believing that further changes mean-
ing more wage cuts are pending, the
brotherhood has asserted to the work-
“must see the necessity
concerted action.” They have
‘bwn notified to prepare for a call from

aly in alt
Even the
pressure of

or frow
or internw

Doston, Dec. 20.—With the public

sentiment of the United States and the
world behind them the delegates to the
Washingon conference have taken long
steps forward toward the outlawing or
war, but the very strength and unanim-
ny 6f that pablic sentiment, justifies
delegates’ in taking still greater
strmu toward the banishment of such
menaces to péace ‘as the crulsing sub-
marine and polson gas, declared Court- -,
enay Cmnr president ot the Foreign
Policy A fation of M. in
an interview ‘with a rapresenuuu of
the Chrigtian ‘Science Monitor.

“We kmow definitely that the cruts-
ing submarifne is an offensive and not
a defensive’ weapon,” Mr, Crocker|
pointed out. “As a factor in arma-
ment to bé uséd only for attack, there-
fore, it Hias mo part in a programme for
world pesce; The submarine cannot be
justified ecodomically. It serves no
purpose in eommerce or transportation.
It fulfills ne eonstructive end. We can’
do without #"and must do without It
if there I8 to be an appreciable aa-
vance along the highway of interna-
tional peace,

“Attempt to outlaw poison gas'is a
more Jdifficalt’ dut none the less im-
portant task. Gas is less tangible, per.
mitting of sééret manufacture and mak-
ing abolition” more of a problem. Tt
séems’ té me’'that with respect to both
the submarine and poison gas we muat
get down lo the fundamental that war
is wrong, und with it, all the adjunces
of war.

“Of course the submarine and poison
gases are Mlegal under the so-called
‘rules ‘of warfare.’ It seems, howevar,
that the most effective means of out-
lawing them both would be the cultiva.
tion of the popular sentiment of the
world against their use. Crystallize the
fact of their {Hegality in a covenant or
an agreement abolishing them, set this
up as the standard by which the
world regards warfare and let the na-
tion or nation$ that choose to go coun-
ter to this standard bear the brunt of
the crime of ¥iolation. The scorn ot
other nations morally strong enough to

Half Dozen Lepers

Pronounced Cured,

Honolulu, T. H., Dec. 20.—Six more
patients at the Kalihi hospital here
have sung The Song of the Freed Lep-
ers ‘and have been placed on parole
from treatment for the “oldest disease
in v.he‘p'or]d" as the result of hnvlng‘
the allgeat checked in their case by
the use of the chaulmoogra oil specific
evoked by.Dr. A, 1. Dean, president ot
lh Tniversity of Hawali.

rale of the patients was granted|
hy the ferritorial board of health on,
recomiendations of a committee com-
posed of three physicians expert in the!
treatment of leprosy.’ The patiemts, a“
lowed thelr freedom Because they are,!
to all infeats and purposes, cured, must @
geport,"howeven tb ‘the hospital at
stated periods for examination, in or
der that their records may be con-
tinued, and thal &ny recurrence of the
didease may be checked.

FRANK R FAIRW

Please Take Noticat

THER & C0.

HANDLE

All Kinds of Insurance. |

Our AGENCY is backed by all Million Dollar

When you have insurance to place

FIRE, LIFE, ACCIDENT, SICKNESS,

AUTOMORBILE (Full Covenng)
PLATE GLASS, ETC.

Companies, which give absolute security to
our policy holders.

PHONE MAIN 653

FRANK R. FAIRWEATHER & CO.

12 Canterbury Street . -

~:St; John; N. B.

FOR \

“INSURANCE THAT INSURES”

done be-!|headquarters and meanwhile they are
not to violate existing agreements.

The Brotherhood of Raflway and
Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers,
Express and Station Employeés, says
the changes are the most sweeping
blow ever dealt at their union; that
the daily rate men are made the vic-
tims of severe wage cuts, while the
monthly rate men receive their present
ay

The board’s provision for having the
grievance of unorgantzed minorities is
not regarded, except by partisans, as
a recognition of the open shop. The
raflroads regard the reclassification of
shop workers as a great assistance In
the rehabilitation of ralling stock and
locomotives. They have insisted all
along that under the classification ef-
ficient shop work was impossible, and
this was their reason for turning such
work over to outside companies, al-
though Labor held that this action was
taken to avold the conditions imposea
upon the employers by the national
agreements,

will relieve
t will carry

security or
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Indigestion or -
Sour, Gassy -
Stomach

“Pape’s Diapepsin‘’ gives
Relief in Five Minutes

form. I re-

acress the

incidents of

Worth=While Gifts

For a Man’s Christmas

You should give something that he
tan use, that he can readily employ
each day.
You can find such things here,
There are:
Fine Silk Socks .. .. .. .. ...
All Wool Australian Socks
$1.25, $1.50, $1.75

.$150

Fine Cravats
(Commonly known as neckties)
Spun Stlk .. $1.00, $1.25, $1.50, $1.75
Knitted Silks .... .. ....$1.00, $3.00

“Pape’s Diapepsin” relieves st: h
distress in flve minutes. You don't
want a slow remedy when your stom:
ach is bad—or an uncertain one--or a
harmful one—your stomach i too val

rather take

tic drugs. Pape's Diapepsin is noted for
its speed in giving relief, its harmless-
ness, its certain unfailing action in re-

uable; you mustn’t injure it with dras-

v“&‘:&:“ For stormy or
$3.50, 95. 00, $6.00 fair weather.
$10. $1.00, $1.23, $1.50
$2.00, 72.50.

gulating sick, sour, gassy stomachs. ine oolén
ad . M Keep this perfect stomach doctor in Fi W ; Gloves
e 58| your home—keep it handy—geét a large Overcoats
r of Mr.and|gizty.cont case from any drug store, $35.00, $40.00, | For cold or for
n}:ﬂ ;ha: it {on llm\lld1 :’a.{'.onll:th;ng $45.00, $50.00. mild westher,
whic! asn't agree with you, if what The, hav Fur
you. eat lays like lead, ferments and '.m&' mlnu:’ lin “.:,d A i
sours and forms gas; causes headache, welght 94, UkLual
 and nansea; or  of actd J o #1.50, $2.00, $7.00
and undf food—r as $5.00, $7.00, "
soon as Pape's Diapepsin comes fn con- Umbrellas |

tact with the stomach all indigestion
vanishes. It is the most efficient ant-
acid known—the

those who try it.

certalnty and ease
<system -i8 & great improvementiwith whicl'it m stomach and”
:;ar the oldmo?g.uuﬂuwﬂdk.tiu dlwrden is a revelation to

Al Silk 7.
5 Mixtars Mufflers

muw noo Ot Silk, of Wool.'
00, $12.50.

$2.00, $3.50, $4.50 1

To be truly an appropriate and therefore an appreciated
gift it must be first useful. It should be at the same time
beautiful and lasting.

Thexe are many other wearables in this shop that are so .
appropriate to Christmas morning giving. ’

.45 A Far Coat ,

For Chrigtmas

SUCHG[F!‘SARERICHFURS

‘Attractive Frocks

That express really distinguished
ideas. Styles and pricss 1o satlsfy

Here’s a Christmas Special

18 a treasure to gladden any woman's
heart.

Everything in Fur is Specially
Priced for Chri
Hudeon Seal Coats ..$205, $330, $400
Near Seal Coats.... .....$200, $250
Russian Pony.... ....$75, $95, $150
Muskrat.... ..$125, $135, $150, $175
Moleskin, Sgquirral.
Then There Are
at Special Christmas
. - and who js the woman that wouldn'
Prices g 5 o0 Vg e S
Scarves, Stoles, a mwmmmun
Coatees,
Ties

$10 each.

Then, of course, you can select
from a splouﬁid varlety a dress for

sister,
Priced, $26, $30, $35 to $58,
French Gloves

The vardety of both the Fur and ; : 3
the Stylas is splendid. s i M et b : ,
Mole Hudson Seal, Fored, i A ;
mmnmnm Umbrellas

$7.50, $12.00, §15.00, $25.00, 335.00
$45.00, $50.00 to $250

i Magee’s Spns, Ltd.

i. Since 1868

8T. JOHN, N. B.

o )

_ london, Dec. 19~The his
Tcleavage between Capital and Labo

ing signs of disappedring, : Recent
Dor. utterances give a
tion that -trlte. at any in 1
[oommunity, s being relegated to
limbo of the past. In this connect
the views of C, Jesson, a member
the House of Commons, are inter
' in regard to the effects of inc
\ msl unrest upon the women and ¢
dm who are in no wise respons
- Labor apheosvals,

Mr. Jesson said that disputes,
ticularly in “key” industries, disloc
the whale of the industrial syst
and inflict- serious financial loss
Iu.e sections of the public uv.l i

ds out of ment, and
<ause bevere phivations, to those v
cannot, not evengh ‘s remote ser

be beld responsible. A trade un
may find th ds of its

wolved, and its funds depleted, b
d.rlke in another trede udon, or
B t by an asbor
tion. Tradesmen suffer lou of tr
and pay increased rates because
the distress caused by the coafli
between employers and employees, :
it is the women and children ¥
are the chief sufferers in these
putes,

A question which many people
asking is why should innocent peo
be allowed to suffer for the quar
©f others and the law be used
the infliction of this undeserved hz
ghip. Experience and common se

kad: that agr & betw:
empioyera and employees can be
rived at in every industry upon wag
hours and conditions of employme
by industry courts, and enforced
exactly the same way as decision3
~Livil courts,

Joint Decisions Possible.

In an industrial cowrt, an oy
cm judge und jury, with both si
ted i eS8
\vould be ahle to probe difficult pr
fems and arrive at just decisions.
either side were diseatisfied with
decistion they could appeal to a hig
court for a further hearing. Empl
ers .who falled to carry out the. d
glons given, or who refused 4o )
the same wages as their competit
could he dealt with as employers .
now dealt with 'under the Tr:
Boards Act. Men could not, of cow
be forced to work for what they mi
consider inadequate wages or to
stain from etriking, but after a d
sion had been given against them
a final court of appeal they should
be allowed to use the resou
the State, or to plead the 1906 Tr
Disputes Act, for the punpose of ¢
rying on a dispute which would"
flict loss and suffering upon oth
who are in no way concerned.
Under this system the employer,
worker, who wanted to have a Vo
in the affairs of théfr respective
dustries would naturally have to }
thelr respective organizations, beca
organization is essential in every
dustry to prevent unfair competit
and other abuses. It would akso
serve the rights of trade un®qnists
establishing machinery for legitim
negotiations between employers’
sociations and themselves a®d, at
same time, discount the power of
lextremists who put dmpossible
mands upon industry. The 'hon
rade umion officials, whose bet
Judgmeyt is often thwarted by
unscrupulous. competition of the
tremist for his job, would also
protected. Sooner or later the pr
tical method of eettling industrial
@utes will be adopted. All the ay
age British working man wdnts is
opportunity to earn an honmest @
steady" living, and to be sure that
is getting all he is legitimately
titled to for his labor.

Labor Parliamentarian’s View.

The views of a well-known ial
parliamentarian, the Rt. Hon. G.
Roberts, on the subject and with 1
erence to the Industrial League, :
also very interesting. He said ti
experience of late had fully justif
the work and policy of the leag
SR Y

& Home-made, buthNo
Q Eqﬁal for Coughs

Makes a h-l of vealy
dapend-hlz eom cine, Eas-
saves sbout $2.

If you have & pevere cough or th
cold accompanied with soreness, thre
tickle, hoarseness, 'or difficult breathi)
or if your child wakes up during t
night with croup and you want qui
llelp try this relmhle old home-ma

1- remedy. Any druggist can supy
vm with 2%, ounces of Pinex. FPo
! this into & 16-0z. bottle and £l t
‘ bottle with plain granulated sug
gyrip, Or you can mse clarified n
~ lasses, honey, or corn syrup, inste
‘ of sugar syrup, if desired. his reci
makes 16 ounces of reallv remarkal
cough remedy. It tastes good, and
spite of its low cost, it can depend
upon to give quick and listing reli

You can feel this take hold of

“fh in & way that means busine

oosens and raises the phl ek -w
thmt tickle and soothes and
irritated membranes that line the tlm
and brondn.tl tubes with sucl m!

mess, ease and certainty th:t it is
Pinex is a lvachl{lnd 'Mehlykem

i

utmushinz
trated compound
e extract, and is nrohbly the b
wn means of overcoming eeve
conghs, throat and chest colds.
ere are many worthless imitatio
o of this mixture. Te avoid disappoi
‘ment, ask for “21, ounces of
| with full directions and don’t a ay
ehe. (‘"lnn to mvmodl
oney Wﬂll
Taron




