theé

'$1,200 for t
Mr. Foster's statement he .
Ted to the cont of

-will bear that out.” -
out & lot of us.

n&m-t;"u %% of

the collection of $8 h
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:"ﬂ: ‘and it will bear
Continuing Mr. Baxter said that be-

tonroo
aud he l?‘d no
urray

given to b

had been his intention to

the succemsion duties should be divid.
od among;the members of the govern-|
ment as he @id not believe.that §2,100
was sul remuneration ' for  any

fore Mr. Foster had had an opportu-
nity of taking up the reins of office
the former government had sent a con-
tractor ‘with an alleged claim to an
independent ‘tribunal and the man
chosen " was, ' Mr, - Justice ‘McKeown.
The speaker had penned the section
in the act which gave Mr. Justice Mc

(Continued from Page 1)

In its fimancial operations New
Brunswick was on the threshold of
such a day as this province had never
seen. Soon it would not be a question
of raising revenue by putting on a tax
here and squeeszing a little there, but

of bonds to'the amount of $835,010
(which wds received for the sale of
bonds of & value of $857,500), tempor-
ary deposits received of $27,464.86,
making a total of $862,47486. With
these reductfons made the total rev-
enue stands at $2,230,736.96, which sub-

. .Patriotic Assessiment, .
In closing ‘Mr. Baxter attacked the

»

: duties ion would. not|assessment triotic and war par- i N
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 diffioulty of raising revenue. The pres-|take the amount for sinking funds,|CC'\d ¢ase and when he penned it hefa wuch bettér ‘showing for 1917. The s::m in‘this was asking for mmore ; ot o I*EMMJ;!.!:&
ent {8 the time not only for the preach-|$434,317.73, and the met amount of| C'¢**W that the decision would be|duties for that year would be $30,000,{moncy than required-and more money . pend torms .

Just what it was. on which the commission would, bejthan the Patriotic Fund had asked for.

L but for its practice.
% B aad B0t 4 " §1,600. While this was abolished

over expenditure for the year is shown
The hour had not approached without

But these new raincoats at $7

warning. It had been coming for two
years and some appreciation of. that
fact should have been evident in the
estimate which the provincial secre-
tary had laid before the house. He
sald this as a preface to criticisms he
intended to make of the proposals of
the government and to criticisms
which would come from his side of the
house, and he trusted from the other
as well. The provincial secretary had
referred to the audit of accounts as it
there had never been such a thing be-
fore.

New Audit Act.

He referred to Messrs. Price-Water-
house who appeared to have reorgan-
iged the whole system of accounting.
Recently there had ‘been introduced a
new audit act, which he found did not
differ in more than half a dozen sec-
tions from the act introduced by Hon.
J. D. Hazen when he took charge of
the affairs of the province. Mr. Foster
had said that the act required stren-
gthening, but the speaker was unable
to see that it had received it. There
was a provision that notes must not
be accepted by any provincial official,
& provision which he completely ap-
proved, and he felt sure that if such
@ provision had been established in
1908 it would have secured the accept-
ence of every member of the house of
that day. But there was nothing in
the new act that could be hailed as

' @elivering the province from financial
ruin or financial misrule.

Last year the Price-Waterhouse
audit was before the house and mem-
bers on the other side of the house
had confessed that it puzzled them.
They could not understand what it
meant. Despite the most careful and
exhaustive scrutiny and examination
of that report he was unable to find
one syllable that intimated that $1 had
been misapplied by any member of the
old government or any official under
the control of that body. That was a
very distinct advantage over the con-
dition disclosed when the Hazen ad-
winistration came into power in 1908.

The Ancient Regime.

NoO particular good could be accom-
plished by the washing of old linen, but
he could say that when the adminis-
tration led by Hon. J. A. Murray went
out of office it went with an absolutely
clean sheet.

At this there was an outburst of
maughter from the back benchers in
the government side and Hon. Mr.
Baxter facing them declared with
much force, “If any honorable member
in this house can point to any one set
that does not show a clean sheet on
the part of the late administration let

invented by Mr. Foster.

ance or desire to mislead the people.
$1,000,000 Deflicit?

provincial sinking fund at par,
cent.

would be worth about 82 and no more

more than 82?7

the government did not intend to fol
low it. If not, why not?

& Co. returned to his home?
mer government

est charges. But when the present
government attempted to correct the
system they did not know how to do it.

531.86 in 1916
figuring.
ture for 1917 was $1,988,263.34, or de-

by Mr.

$1,745,645.83, which is $165,118.97 more

such a spasm. And in referring to the
expenditure the speaker dealt only
with what -had been expended since
October 31, 1916, and was chargeable
to the present year. ‘But ‘the govern
ment claimed that they had had con-

to be $917,644.66, That, said the speak-
er, is not a joke, or if it is, it is joke
Tt is the re-
sult of following literally and exactly
what he did in considering the state-
ment of the former government, and
it it was not correct then it was be-
cause Mr. Foster's method of compu-
tation was wrong either through ignor-

He would acquit Mr. Foster of the
desire to mislead the people, and ac-
cepting his method as correct showed
that he had landed the province into a
deficit of almost one million dollars. In
the sale of bonds during the past year
the sum of $835,010 was realized, but
of this $400,000 had been sold to the
These
bonds had nineteen years to run and
bore interest at the rate of four per
Sold to a private individual at
an interest rate of 535, and certainly
they could not be sold for less, they

Why had such a blunder been made as
to charge the provincial sinking fund
bonds at par when if sold to a private
individual they could not have realized
It was plain that the
proper method was not understood or

But these were the gentlemen who
were to be the financial saviours of
the country. They were the gentlemen
who had introduced Price-Waterhouse
& Company, but did all the financial
wisdom depart from the provinee when
the representative of Price-Waterhouse
The for
bad been charged
with using this money for current rev-
enue, a practice which had been fol-
lowed by every government up to the
present one, and which had saved the
province thousands of dollars in intet

Turning again to Mr. Foster’s state-
ment that gentleman showed that in
1907 the government paid out as ordin-
ary expenditure the sum of $969,939.92
and he viewed with alarm the fact that
this expenditure had risen to $1,580,-
Foster’s own
The total ordinary expendi-

ducting the Valley Railway interest, |

than the amount that gave Mr, Foster

him rise and do it now.”
Mr. Veniot—"How

Murray administration in power?”
Mr. Baxter—“Not very long,

clean sheet to the administration led
by the late Premier Clarke.”

The government supporters who had
interrupted had no reply to make and
Mr. Baxter continued.

Financial critics were mot born
every day, but one had arisen im the
last election and had made certain
criticisms in the columns of the Tele-
graph. The provincial secretary had
complained of what he termed the mis-
representation of the opposition press.
In that connection he referred to The
Standard and to other papers which
he did not name.

Ananlas and Sapphira.

He could tell the provincial secre-
tary that if maliclous misrepresenta-
tion was to be regarded as a fine art,

< one of the professors of that art would
be found seated in the editorial chair
of the Telegraph, the Daily Ananias,
and the other in the editorial chair of
the Times, the Evening Sapphira. But
Mr. Foster had made certain criticisms
through the columns of the Telegraph
and if they were fair at that time there
could be no objection to using his own
hod: e the tr ctions

of his own government. Mr. Foster's
statement first referred to the “inde-
pendent” auditor general and the word
independent was followed by a nots
of interrogation. » Whether that had
been In the original Foster statement
or had been inserted by the Telegraph
artist the speaker would not pretend
to , but at any rate Mr. Foster had
not ed the auditor general when
he came to power. The premier had
ted that the auditor general's
statement of that day had been pre-
pared at the dictation of the provincial
cret: and the speaker wondered if
the provincial secretary who
to him today. Mr. Foster by
pds had shown a deficit on the

long was the

but
they would have been in power yet if
it had been judged upon its merits. I
can apply the same statement as to a

trol for but seven months of the year.
That“was the period when most of the
work was dome outside on the public
works acoounts, the largest item in the
total. The expenditures during the
five months of the old government
had been small and of such a char-
acter that they would not vary much,
no matter who was in charge, but pub-
lic works expenditure was controllable
and was. largely chargeable to the
present administration.

A Sure Test.

A test of the way in which the gov-
ernment had performed its duty .could
be found in the table in the auditor
general’s report which showed the ap-
propriations and the expenditures.
Turning tp that table the speaker
found under-expenditures of $35,090,-
26, and. over-expenditures of $232,904,-
09, leaving a net over-expenditure of
$197,813.83. In the department of pub-
le works alone Hon. Mr. Veniot had
over-expended to the amount of $119,.
368.21, and these were their own fig-
ures, made up under the most favor-
able conditions. After all, over-expen-
ditures of the public works should not
be measured by dollars and cents as
much as by the question whether the
provinee got value for the money. He
was willing to give Mr. Veniot credit
for energy and ability, but yet that
gentleman had constructed no perma-
nent roads, and by permanent roads
the speaker did not mean indestructi-
ble roads.

Spending Much Money.

He had simply been spending in
larger sums the money of the province
for the -same sort of road work that
had gone on year after year. In the
interests of the people of New Bruns-
wick that practice must stop, other
wise the province would go om\ piling
up debt ‘against dust.

manent road -account of $30 and $30

g ‘When the it
‘speaker saw Items all through the per.

Province Not Bound.

He did not bind the province to pay
one cent and that was altogether due
to his own draftsmanship of the act.
‘When the premier attempted to use
the McKeown jiudgment to strike at
the opposition it went back lke a
boomerang, While he was attorney-
general he knew what the govern-
ment's legislation meant when it came
in to the house and he did not require
a crutch to help him with his duties.
This province for the sake of its own
good name had had enough of inves-
tigations, but there could be more and
possibly material for some might be
in the making today. God only knows,
When all was said and done elections
had to be run and money had to be
provided for them. The provincial
secretary referring to investigations
and similar things had said that the
good old party had had to get fits
money and there had to be some for
the private pocket. He fancied that
the old party would still have tO be
supported even If to do it it was neges.
sary to sell the bonds of the province
at a price lower than could have been
obtained for them if sold over the
counter.

The Stevens Report.

Referring to the Stevens report Mr.
Baxter said that report had not been
framed by any judge of the Supreme
Court. Although the gentleman who
presided over that enquiry had been
as fair as any judge could hdve been.
Everyone was familiar with certain|
circumstances in that enquiry, partic-
ularly to the circumstance where the
speaker h said he had a dim recol-
lection of a parcel being left in his
safe. %
At this the government back bench-
ers laughed again and Mr. Baxter once
more devoted passing attention to
them.
“Laugh if you wish,” he said with a
fine scorn. ‘I suppose you would have
had a higher. opinion .of me if I had
gone into court and committed wilful
perjury.”
The particular circumstances to
which he referred was the _.leaving of
a parcel in his safe, and if any mem-
ber of the house living outside of St.
John had comé to his office and asked
his permission to leave a parcel in his
safe he would have given the permis-
sion, Fer this he was pillored in news-
papers opposed to him. He did not
mind that but he 'did find fault with
the damnable thought of a man who
tried to get the parcel as far as Bax-
ter's safe and then ¢lose the “enquiry
and leave it there.

Were Scoundrels.

“I ¢all such men scoundrels and if it
were not_ for . my presence in this
house I should add a qualifying em-
phasis.” Turning to the Speaker he
said, “Yes, Mr, Speaker, you in your
judicial capacity ‘may smile, doubtless
you have good cawse, but I say that
every dollar I pald to Wendall P,
Jones or Peter J. Hughés in that en-
quiry was money spent for a political
purpose, the purpose of getting Baxter
or some one else, but they failed.” He
had not noticed much jubilation over
the Stevens report, although the speak-
er and other members of the old gov-
érnment had béen.' persecuted by
sheets that he would not dignify with
the name of newspapers, yet when the
Stevens report exonerated thé men
those newspapers had been attacking
the newspapers did‘mot manfully ex-
onerate them. The idea of those news-
papers was to destroy the men politi-
cally opposed to the government be-
cause if they were acquitted and re-
established in public confidence. there
was the fear that they would again be
returned to the position from which
they had been driven by an outery and
clamor not of their own making. In
that report there was not from, begin-
ning to end a suggestion that any of
the men of the old government or of
the railway c¢ompany had benefitted
personally, Party funds had been rais.
ed and he admitted this was an evil,
but an evil which many would say
would say would always obtain until
some more successful method had been
devised to stop it. He suggested that
& commencement should he made with
the electors and that in order to quell
the predatory activities of the mea who
followed every party at election times,

Followers To Blame.

It was not the candidate but the
horde of followers that was to blame.
a team had to be engaged on ‘elec-
tion day it increased many times in
walue; if a hall had to be hired in a
it jumped at once to the

and $50 charged to p

Wldlu

he knew. g of & per char
acter had heen done for that expendi-
ture. Nor “would the system be im:

s of the gov of that
$371,000 which the Telegraph
as staggering.

‘The Fosterian Device,

P d' by Mr. Veniot's Bolahevik pro-

their own account. The speak-
repared st any time to sup

1M} gestion was ‘that every. voter on enter.
posal of-calling the villagers wnm«.m“‘."“ Politpk bouts should 1g ghal

and cost of a palace. There
Was no use in passing pious acts that
could easily be evaded, but his sug-

ed as to impersonation and. brib-
ery. It would require more time and
more wmoney for officlals, but the
mone; t as well be spent that way

loss.

able work in preparing of 1

there was & payment of $1,800 for a
deputy aftorney general, ah officer of
which he had never felt the need. In.
stead of & saving there was an actual
Mr. Baxter then told of the work
of the office during his tenure and said
that in addition to attending his.ses.
sional work and to committees he had
while in that office done muoh'nlu-

and revision of acts.

$5,000 by work on the

In one case alone
he had saved the province at least

people

duties act.

was tempted ‘to wonder what certain
members of the legislature found to do
with their spare time

Public Health.

e
Passing to-censideration of the pub-
lic health aet-he said that measure wag
ostenstbly in the interest of the public
health, but"wag really designed to pro-
vide'a salafy for a gentleman who
would not go in the cabinet without
it. The minister had complained of
the inefioiéhcy of the local boards of
health and while his act in one section
swept them out of.existence, in
another it restored them with the ma-
jority of their members appointed
locally. He did not believe that
change would be any better. He also
noticed that the bill provided for many
officials, all of whom would have to be
paid, and in all he figured that the
bureau cost of that department would
be greater than any department in
the service, not even excepting the
department of public works. He coudt
not - coneelve’ what his honorable
friends were thinking of to introduce
such a bill at this time when economy
is so urgently necessary. If the de-
mands of the public health required a
member of. ;he‘ cabinet surely the
duties of that: position could be at-
tachel to angther department without
adding a na, salaried member to a
government. already top heavy. He
could not beleve that the health con-
ditions of the pwovince were so serious
as to require:the:treatment proposed.
And he though@4 mote nebulous, form-
less measure had mever found its' way’
to the- legislature: However there
was a joker im“the bill. The last
clause provided * that it should not
come into effect until approved by the
lieutenant-governor-in-Council and if
that passed the gentleman promoting
it might have his work for nothing.
Was that . possible, was he to grasp
the apple of Lis desire only to have it
snatched away from him, or was the
province to be burdened ‘with an extra
$16,000 or $16,000 simply to gratify the
ambition of one man.

A Big Deficit.

The Price-Waterhouse report of the
accounts for 191¢ had found a deficit
of current liability over current assets
of §$706,833.57. The present auditor
general for the year 1917 had found an
excess of current liability of $1,087-
270.21, an increase of $380,436.64 over
what had formerly been complained of.
The estiamte of expenditure last year
was $1,959,441.40 and they over-expend-
ed by $28321.94, making a total of
ordinary expenditure of $1,988,263.34.
This year's expenditure would be free
from the unholy lmgers of the old gov-
ernment and .the Foster administra-
tion would have a full twelve months
for which they would have to answer
to the people, ' And for expenditure
this year they estimated $2,125,709.02.
It was not possible in any of the larger
items of expenditure such as public
works, education, of interest charges
to find where this money was to go,
but executive government would get
some of it. Surely the prudent hand
of economy could strangle some of the
estimate.

That Bond Sale.

Referring to the bond sale Mr. Bax-
ter first demlt with offer of bonds
through the firm of A, E. Ames & Co.,
‘Toronto, and compared the statements
in the advertising matter with the
claims of the provineial secretary. The
Ames statement showed the public
debt of the province to be $16,919,146,
less the inygstment in the St. John
and Quebec Rallway, which they con-
sider an asset. Then they also took
the indirect Uability to which they
refer as secured and which in the
Ames statemtent shews as not danger-
ous. Ames'& Co. sold these bonds at
99.08 with accrwed interest to yield
6% pér cent., the province sold bonds
at 96 without ténder and at the same
time Nova Scotia refused an offer of
97.33 and by selling ontright got 98. It
our bonds had been #01d over the coun'
ter they womld have fealized par.

Next Year's Revenue.

Turning to the estimated revenue for
coming yeary Mr. Baxter showed that|

the estimates could not be depended
upon. The item of sale for seed for
Instance the government expected to

en he contrasted what
he had done. while attorney general
with the condition in which legislation
was brought before the house today he

based on the experience of the .past|

when he d his telling

at 11 o'clock.

we

war council.

reading amid cheers.

80

ed by a vote of 328 to 80.
Premier Lloyd<George said:
phase of this terrible war,

is not over.

many fmore,

of -Europe and the fate of

tered.

This $89.000 Was nothing more or less R
than the first indication of direct taxa-
tion. When direct taxation was ne- Iy
cessary to meet the legitimate expen:

ses of the country he would vote for
it but as long as the government ask-
ed for $137,000 more than last year
on services not numbered as the most| it
important he did not think it was pru-

dent and would not support it. 1
was not the sort of administration the

{ d'or had a right to ex-

ect.
Mr. Baxter was loudly applanded

‘That

The House spent the remainder of the
evening in commitiee and adjourned

MAN POWER BILL
IN PARLIAME

(C‘onﬂmod' l from Page 1)
western front, which is taken to mean
that he-hag superseded the Versailles

London, April 9.—It was announced
in the House of Commons tonight that
the government had decided to extend
the time for discussion of the man
power bill until Tuesday of next week.
This was a concession to a request of
Mr. Asquith after a vote had been tak-
en and the bill had passed its ‘first

Leave to introduce the government’s
man power bill was carried by 299 to

ioeeyh Devlin's (Nationalist of West
Belfast) motion to adjourn was defeat-

have now eéntered the most critical
There is
& Ml in the storm, but the hurricane
Doubtless we must ex-
pect more flerce outbreaks, and ers
it is finally exhausted there will be

“The fate-of the empire, the fate
throughout the world may depend on

the success with which the very last
of these attacks is resisted and coun-

A

have come to hand as to the losges ot
a|the battle, that roughly fepresents the

relative mgth of the b on
both sides at this moment. The Ger
mans had, however, one or two impor-
tant advantages. The first, the initial
advantage, which is always command:
ed by the offensive, fs that they know
where they mean to attack, They
h the g d; they ch the
location; they know the width of the
attack; they know the dimensfons of
the attack, All that invariably gives
the initial advantage to the offen-
sive.
“The defence has a general advan-
tage. Owing to air observation con-
cealment is difficult. At the same time,
in spite of all that, owing to the pow-
er of moving troops at night, which
the Germans exercised to a very large
extent, there §s a large margin for
surprise, even in spite of air obser-
vation and of this the enemy took full
advantage.

Confronted with Difficulties.

“I should like to say one word here
as to the difficulty which the Allied
generals were confronted with in this
respect. Before the battle the great-
est German concentration was in front
of our troops. That was no proof that
the full weight of the attack would
fall on us. There was a very large
concentration opposite the French
lines. There was a very considerable
concentration—I am referring now to
the @German reserves—on the north
ern part of our line.
“After the battle began, or immedi-
ately before the battle, the Germans
by night b ht their divisions from

“We

liberty

“The government thereforé, prop
to 1 t toda;

the northern part to the point where

to »
recommendations in order

Y o
to assist

the attack took place. They also took
1 ! from ite the

this gountry and the Allies to

1 of the

the storm. They will involve, I re-
gret, extreme sacrifices on the part of
lation and

French in the same way and brought
them to our front. But it would have
been equally easy for them, while con-

large

al life.
Word of Explanation.

which led up to our sub

nothing would Juuuty'them but the
most extreme necessity and the fact
that we are fighting for all that is es-

t sacred in our nation-
Sansin) Ang.Juu: N " . ceedingly difficult it is for generals

*Béfore I come to the circumstances

centrating troops.opposite our front,
to manoeunvre them in the same way
opposite the French, I am only refer
ring to that in order to show how ex-

on the defensive to decide exactdy
where, in their judgment, the attack
is coming and where they ought to

these their reserves.

proposals to parli
say one word as to why par

t, I ought to

“I may just say a word here. This
bl was

to deal with the emergency.
think there is this advantage

these proposals under

suggestion of panic.

military postion.

tory of the world. Enormous
have been engaged; there was

Encourage the “Troops.

Cambrai.

time,

trate, their attentionupon the

get. $105,000, yet Mr. Tweeddale's ex-

was not immediately summoned. Since
the battle began the government has
been engaged almost every hour in
concerting with the Allfes in the ne-
cessary measures to assist the armies

““The proposals which we intend sub-
mitting to parliament required very
close and careful examination and 1

meeting today, rather than immediate-
ly after the impact of the German at-
tack, that we shall be considering
conditions
which will be far removed from any

“1 shall now come to the circum-
stances which have led to the present
It is ‘very difficult
at this time to present a clear, oon-
nected and reliable narrative of what
happened. There has been a great bat-
tle on a front of fifty miles—the
greatest battle ever fought in the his-

siderable retirement on the part of the
British forces and undér: these comdi-
tions it is not easily for some time to
ascertain what actually happened.

“The. House will recollect the diffi-
culty we experfenced with regard to
It was’ difticult to ptece
gether the story of the event for some
and Cambrai was ‘a very trivial
:lv:nt compared with this gigantic bat-

“The' generals and their stafls are,
naturally; engaged and have to concen-|

tions of the enemy and until the straim|extent of penetrating the British line

p dered very closely
by the military staff at Versailles and
1 think it right, in justice to them to
point out that after a very close study
of the German position and of the
probabilities of the case, they came
to the conclusion and, they stated
their conclusion to the military rep-
resentatived and to the ministers in
the month of January or the begin-
ning of February, that the attack
would come south of Arras; that it
would be an attack on a very wide
front—that it would be an attack on
the widest front ever yet assalled;
that the Germans would accumulate
ninety-five divisions for the purpose
of making that attack; that they would
throw the whole of their resources and
their strength into breaking the Bri-
tish lne at that point and that their
objective " would be the capture of
Amiens and the severance of the Bri-
tish and French forces.
“That was the conclusion Sir Henry
Wilson, (chief of the, Imperial staff),
came to and which was submitted at
that time, two or three months ago,
and I think that it was one of the
most remarkable forecasts of ememy
intentions that was ever made.

“As a matter of fact, the attack was
made up, I think, by about ninety-sev-
en divisions. It was an‘atack on the
widest front that had ever been engag-
ed. Its object undoubtedly was the
capture of Amiens and the nvmqg:
of the British and French forces.
that, almost in every detail that very
remarkable forecast has heen 'verified
in the event. \

“Another remarkable prediction was
that it might probably succeed to the

in our

forces
a con-

to-

to!to the extent of half the distance of
to|the front attacked, They came to that

ﬁ nclusion from a close examination
‘the oftensives of war,
4  ‘““There was another advantage.
There was, first of all, the advantage
3 the Germans had from having
There was a further

‘Smith made an urgent
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It was quite impossible to observe
them. This was a special 'disadvan.
tage to us; inasmuch as our scheme
of organization in that particular part
of the line depended largely upon the
cross line fire of machine guns and
artillery. They had therefore a very
special advantage, of which they made
the fullest uge.

Was Very Critcal,

“With regard to the battle itseif,.as
I have already stated, it will take ‘some
time -to ascertajn the whole facts, At
one time is was undoubtedly very cri-
tical. The enemy broke through be-
tween our third and fifth armies and
there was a serious gap, and the sit-
uation was retrieved, owing to the
magnificent conduct of our troops.
They retired in perfectly good order,
re-establishing the junction. b

the two armies and frustrating .the
enemy's purpose.

“The House can hardly realize, and
certainly cannot sufficiently thank—
nor can the country—our troops for
their ‘superb valor and the grim.tena.
city with which they faced overwhelm-
fog hordes of the enemy and clung to
their positions. They retired, but were
never routed and once more the

fuses to acknowledge defeat, savi
Europe.
“I am referring to the whole army,
general, officers and spldiers. I mean
the whole army and I draw no distinc-
ticn. Their conduct has been ome of
the increditable courage and great
coolness under the most trying condi-
tions. I do not think that any dis-
tinction can be drawn between officers
and men. I am referring to the Bri-
tish army and that means all.
“And I specially refer to what one
brigadier general did. Some refer-
ence has been made in the press al-
ready to it, where at one point-there
was a serious gap, which might have
let the enemy into Calais,

Kaiser's Statement.
“It wag reported to me ‘on good
authority that the Kaiser informed
ex-King Constantine: ‘I shall beat
them, for they have no united com-
mand,’ which shows that this 'was
what they were relying in the main
upon, that although their numbers
were slightly inferior they knew the
importance that was to be attached
to the fact that there was a perfect
ly united command. i
“And that is an obvious advantage,
for if the risks in one particular part
of the line are great and the risks in
another part of the line are great
but substantially less tham in the
former, with one command there is
no hesitation in the mind of the com-
mander in chief as to which risk he
will make the greatest provisiem
against, i ¢
“With two separate cémmands the
problem is a difficult one; it s more

is to
responsible to his own ‘countrymen
for the gafety of his army.
Weather Favored Huns.

“The enemy had another incidental,
but as it turned out, very important,
advantage—that of weather. Ex-
ceptionall weather favored his de-
signs, It was both dry amd misty.
The attack, which -succeed

the ground would have been almost
impassable. : A
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. Before a splendidly represen
audience in the West Bide City Hall

walk! 1ola

night, Mre. ‘. Atherton Smith
the story of the Halifax 5
The audience saw for themselves, as
on o canvas, the traghe occurrance
which was described

talented lecturer and fllustrated with
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At ‘the oclose of the
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pluck of the British' soldier t!uth‘
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