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BACCALAUREATE SERMON.

Delivered in Colloge Hall, Wolfville, on Sunday
Morning, June 29th.

Ry Rev. Cavviy Gooosrrp, D. D, LL.D.
1 Cor, 10: 13, "Wntdn ye, stand fast in the rmh quit
you like men, be strong.”

I'am to remember as | speak to-day, that | have before
me young men and young ladies from all parts of ¢ ur coun-
try. [ am not to forget that they represent much of the
hope and promise of « ur people as they face their future
and their work. They are also to form & part of our con-
tribution to our young country which is being thrilled with
the thought of becoming a great nation, and 1 hich is gird.
i g (s Inins to meet the demands of & grest destiny. Some
of these, after years of study, are face to fare with the grave
respoombility and the serious work of lile for which this
has been & preparation. The others are beginning to glance
out wpon  the future with eyes that are wistful as well s
curious and altogether cager. Al are soon 1o conftoat «

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

shut in to ity if not inferiority. They can never do
smndy.mgthnm They may do something now and.
then when some | emergesnicy wakens them up for &
time, but the old drowsy habit soon masters them and they
sink back to the old low level.

But mén's souls may be asleep as well as their minds.
This, if possible, is the worst state of the two. A man with
his heart sluggish and indiff is like a st
furnace fires butn low, and the strokes of the engine hecome
slow and weak. An inert soul loses its respousivenc.s
Press it with the most burniog motives, and 1t will be like
piling the onal foto a furoace wheo the fires are out. We
find men and women with hearts asleep in our churches, in
our cities, in connection with all kinds of great questions
and mensures and problems. Giantevils abound in the face
of the fact that they could be crushed were men but to act,
The great work of saving a lost world roes heavily, because
so many hearts gre asleep and insensitive to the situation.

Alertness is more imperative in this dey of feverish and
and headlong activity, than in the past when life was less
oager and more staid.  Men of sluggish head and heart
cannot hope to keep pree with the echoing tramp of the
double quick of the time, they can never hope to force ahead

world whose lsce is d and id with pr st confl
ot still this ol world's lile tides were never mare bead
long and impetuous  Naver was (here o time when ifs op-
posing tendencies met with greater jur  Never were the rest
loss tides of new thought chafing with more augry impati
ence aghinst the bulwarl s of established | e'iels

What message shall | then attempt 1o bring you who are
soon, and you who are somewhat later, to fling yourselves,
or, if you are listhess, to be flung, into the hife of the world
in its new conditions andto feel all its forces rddying s10i nd
you aod beating upon'you. What am 1 to sa§ 10 you who
have your lives all bhefore you, and whose energies are
throbbing with more and more abouuding pulse—you
who have poscibilitics before you which surpass the perils
and with inspirations everswhese ? From your natural
abil ties and your cultivated powers much may well be ex-
pectsd of you. The fate of the future must lie chiefly in
the hands of men of brain as well as brawn.” If from any-
where are to come the men and the womnn to stem evil
tides, 1o beat back Aggressive unbelief, to lead in the
struggle for right and good and God—it must be of men
and women of your class. The world and good men and
God over all are summoning you to do your part. How am
1 to attempt even to give voice 10 tha! summons and ap-
peal 7 1 da not think it can be better done than in these
words of Paul to the Corinthiais.  They ring out Tike the
quick sharp blasts of a triumpet on the day of battle. They
are full of the electric theill of the great sou! from which
they came. ‘Would that I might be able to communicate
sume of their impulse and inspiration to you who listen to
e this day,

While these crisp exhortations ring out separate and
distinct Jike the strokes of a bell, they all have a common
wote.  The apostle saw these Corinthian believers face to
face with sin 10 its vilest but yet most seductive forms.
He saw them confronted by the scornful wisdom of this
world in the form of Greek philosophy. e saw them in
#n atnosphere which was most deadly to f+ith and inner
life. He saw them too, as the pioneers of the new faith to
u bost world, in & position . of the grandest and most far
reaching upportunity. The one great need to enable them
1o stund smid the soil and pressare and be worthy of their
powsibilities was that they be strong.  But while in a situ.
ation demanding the strangth of giants, 1hey were showing
the woankness and hittleness of children  In this letter he
has 1o control himsell snd deal patiently with their pet
ty divisions sad their small difficulties. But the desire
that they might have that which would lift them above
their littleness was growing more intense as he wiote. And
heve, when giviag them his plans and instructions, it bursts
up like o boiling spring. from the deeper brooding of his
thought

Am | not right then in writing these shorl impetuous ex-
ho titions around the subj et of Chrhlmn strength ? |
hope 1t may be of interest to all who are present but es-
pecially to those for whom this service is chiefly intended.
1 call your atiention - then to: —

1. Waichfulness »s a negative condition ol mtn;lh

This inju. ctirn, ‘Watch ye' means more than to be ready
1o meet the onset of temptations or danger, it is acall to
throw off all sluggishness, al! inertness, llléndilsm, it is
a call to be alert, wide awake, and.open eyed. And do we
nued to be told that thesleepy and lictless soul will never
act strongly ? Do we need to  be told that only the man
who is wide awake and alert will ever be strong with a
manly strength ?

1t matters little whether it be a sleeping lion or a sleep-

ing hare. They are equally harmless and equally useless.

Whether & man have great abilities or gfeat possibilitics of
other kinds, while sluggish and indifferent, he may do less
than a man of inferior powers. A sluggish mind like sleepy
eyes cannot have much vision. Such a mind will never
disceen the approval of some great and dangerous tendency
and be propared to Mﬂm# Such & mind will

to & position of leadership and power, they must be satisied
to take u place in the rear,

Why is it that we hear 30 much of the dreadiul deadline
just now ! Why is it that 5o many who onos guve bright
promise of success In various callings have to be carried on
the tide of thought and forces wround them rather than be
potent and helpful factors thamsel & 7 It is because they
have lost their mental and spiritual alertness. Perhaps in
common and even collegs halls they were will-ng to make
theit brains but reservoirs for others thought rather than
thought sprivgs. They have gone forth 10 begin their own
work as surveyors of other people’s ideas which they have
gathered. Perhaps even they have supposed they have laid
in their stock in trade for the intelle tual business of their
whole life, and originality has been laid in its grave. But
men who do not delve in independent. thougbt soun lose
their keen interest in their work, as do workmen  who only
put together what has beea furnished them. Thus they
become indifferent and generally sluggish. The pulse beat
of their minds have slowed cown. The intensity of their
inner lives has relaxed. The résponse to motives has grown
weak. ‘They become discouraged and have not. the perve
for the struggle needed to enable them to accomplish a
worthy ambition and a ln&h purpose. And they -are over
the dead line age has whitened their locks or en-
feebled their frames. In this age beyond all otlers, if they
want to do strong work and quit them like men, they need
to have these words of the apostle ringing continually in
their ears like the voice of a clarion “Watch ye,” be alert,
be wide awake The world has no need of sluggaids, |
you wish to do your part in a time like this, be intense
be men of keen mental vision. Keep your soul open to the
electric currents of the world's life and thovght and needs.
Let them move and thrill you as they relate to the world as
it faces its problems in the light of time and eternity, God
and destiny. i

We bave called your attention to one condition of power
contained in our text, We refer youto

H. A still more fundamentul and positive condition of
Christian strength, “Stand fast in the faith.”

Notice how Paul asociates alertoess and standing fast in
the faith. He had unshaken confidence that “the faith " —
the recognized body of Christian truth-—-would abide the
tests of the most open eyed searching: For had be not been
compelled to accept this faith by its abundant proofs when
mos' bitterly opposed to it, as they were lorced upon him en

_the very ground whers the faith had its birth. The light

was 50 chear that it forced iwell through his closed lids. He
felt too that the common people such as belonged to the
church at Corinth might be able to intelligently stand fust
in the faith. For it was not elaborately built ap upos ab-
struse thought, like a system of philosophy, but upon pat-
ent and soul stirring facts. | am not so sure but that Paul
may not be as reliable an authority as many who would
shake our confidence in the faith. He had better oppor-
tunities to test it, and he had a mind equal to the best.

Through the ages the faith bas had nothing to fear from
men of eager thoughtand candid soul. It has suffered from
those who would not test it fairly. So many have sought
to judge of it by the head alone, while, as religion, its final
and supreme appeal is to the heart,

To judge of it by the intellect alone, is like weighing a
poem on & pair of scales or measuring the quality of love
with a yard stick. 1his method made Romanes a skeptic,
while 3 n«udmuppadmhq«unﬂ as head
brought him back to faith, 'ﬂwuwimhday wish to judge
of the Bible or of any other book are as unfair q_&tlny
specious. It must be judged of by what it claims to be.
But let it be tested by its to the heart and its needs
as well as the M-dltwiﬂlﬁll‘b&thm of the head

t opportunity.

when the '
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there is superficial .doubt as well as supesficial faith,
and sincere men turn away from the old
faith, if they ever do, with shadowed souls and hearts
to break. When 'Prof. Clifford lost his hold on h:th
could say “We haveseen the spring sun shine outof an
ty heaven to light leustwth; we have felt with
utter lonelinless that the great companion was dead.” Ro-
manes in like case said, “When at times I think, as think at
times I must,of tbelppdlin. contrast between the hatlowed
glory of that creed which oce was mine, and the lonely
mystery of existence as I now find it, at such times [ shall
ever feel it impossible to -vmd the lhrpst pang of which
my nature is capable.” Th y, whea in like
case had to say, “when he felt that all certainity had drop-
ped from beneath his feet.” “This moment was frightful,
when, towards morning I threw mysell exhausted upon my
bed it seemed tome as if I could feel my former life, so
cheerful and complete, die away, and before me there open-
od up another life, dark and dispeopled, where, henceforth,
1 was to live alone, alone with my fatal thought which had
just exiled me thither, and which I was tempted t0 curse.’
A doubt which is proclaimed upon the house-tops is always
Whallow. All jeuntiness of unbelief prove the un believer
vain as nllu shallow. Lot us always distinguis hed be-
tween the reverent doubter upon whowm bis belief is & bur
den and & woe, and the Jight bearted type who strikes at
the foundations of heavenly hopes and srernal destinies as
though it were a pastime. The former should have out re-
spactiul sympathy  The latter but shows his spiritual
stupidity

Bat while mental and spiritunl alertess is necessary to
steadiastiess in the faith, certainty of belief is indispens
able to Christian strength. But there are men today who
challenge this position, They tell us that as soon as we
accept anything as certain all hope of progress is endad.
They say the quest for truth is more helpful than its pos-
session, ‘They assert that this is the only way to keep
thought from becoming fossilized and to preservy its viril-
ity. One's views of truth must be kept in perpetual flux.
We must “be ever learning,” like those to whom Paul.ve-
ferred, “and never coming to the knowledge of the truth.”
We must be like mills that are ever grinding and never pro-
ducing any grist. We must be like steamers which are
p rpetually churning the waters and never reaching any
port. ltis this spirit which underlies the disposition to-
day to reject all that has come down to us from the thought
ofthe past. It is this which is making the words “creed’
and “traditional” terms of reproach. It is this tendency
which mabes all positiveness of statement of belief offensive
to many. But surely those who hold this view are in error.
It is not necessary to be in perpetual doubt in order to cul-
tivate the highest mental power. The hope  of reachiog
assured results is reully needed to inspire the mind to its
best endeavor, ‘The student will soon tire of the problem
of whose solution hé despairs.

It must also be temembered that we can tax our best
powers in thinking down into truth as well as in enquiring-
whether something is true. With teachings like those of
the Bible with their soundless depths, our thought never
needs become fossilized for lack of scope or call to its high-
est exercise. la fact, the greatest thought of the ages has
been by those who have accepted the faith of the Bible and
have done their best to delve down into its mysteries of
grace.

But truth does not serve its highest purpose in giving
scope for meatal effort, We are infinitely higher than mere
thinking machines. Being is higher than thinkiug and the
thought which does not make the very bcluolmumou‘
or and better is of little worth, Were we but thinking
machines, we might question all our lives whether bread
were wholesome or poisonous and refuse to eat, But with
bodies this course would lead 1o disaster, And dues sot
the soul numaumwywmn-hnmm
man who spends his lik ing .,pwm itably
starve his soul and cond himsell to

No.yo-unu!uddytbmhmvh.or mmpo-
tent energies with doubts and gs. N g but
mumw-mum.- he stands fwﬂohu
with the questions of God and eternity and destiny, With
the tremendous possibilities of being of which he iscon
scious, his whole soul revolts at the thought of resembling
a bit of flotsam dashed hither and thither upon & misty sea,
He cannot abide being like a mari on a rudderless ship while
tbebluhmm:ouodmgwoumdnhudnﬁlum
angry surf is sullenly against some fugged shore.
“I don’t know " and “I doubt” will never give thews to a
maa's soul. He must have his feet planted upon some im-
movable certainty rather than upon a shaking bog of quest--
ioning before he can brace himself to play a strong part in
the strife of life and the battle of ages. Without this. un-
shaken certainty he can have no fulcrum from which to

mw\hummﬂ.m‘mh‘
to be endless. Nommhwﬂn‘wﬂhwm




