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THE GREAT ~USH BY PATRICK
‘“The Great Push’’ referred to is the
drive at Loos and is a descriptive ac-
count of warfare and its horrors told
in the soldier’s own language, and will,
I have no doubt, make a hit with the
Canadian public. In the introduction
the writer (who, by the way, is a
stretcher-bearer) says: -

‘“The justice of a cause which en-
deavors to achieve its objeet by mur-
dering and maiming mankind is apt to
be -doubted by a man: who has come
through a bayonet.charge. The dead
lying on the fields seems to ask, ‘Why
has this ben done to us? Why have you
done it, brethefs? What purpose has
it served?’ The battle line is a secret
world, a world of curses. The guilty
seerecy of war is shrouded in lies and
shielded by blood-stained swords.’’

In the second chapter you get a gra-
phie deseription of war in its reality,
shorn of all the glitter that our daily
newspaper generally gives us. Here it
is> ‘A man came running along the
trench, stumbled into our shelter, and
sat down on a sand-bag. You’re the
London Irish?’’ he asked. ¢‘Stretcher
bearer,’’ I said. ‘Have you been out?’
‘My God! I have,” he answered. *Tisn’t
half a do; either. A shell comes over
and down I flops in the. trench. My
mate was standing on a parapet and
down he fell on top of me. God! ’twas-
n’t_half a squeeze. I thought I was
burst like a buhble. ‘“Get off, matey,’’
I yells, ‘““I’'m squeezed to death.’’
Squeezed to death! Them was my words.
But he didn’t move, and something
Warm and sloppy ran down my face. It
turned me sick . .
from under and had & look. .

He was ‘dead, and half his head was
blown away. . . . Your boys are
~eticking to the work out there; just
going on with the job as if nothing was
amiss. When is the whole damned thing
to come to a finish?’!

Chapter IV. gives us what the soldiers.

at the front are really thinking about
the busindss.

““ A big high explosive flew over our
heads and dropped over our heads in a
little hollowy where seven or eight fig-
ures in khaki lay prostrate, faces to
the ground., The shell burst and the
wounded and.dead rose slowly, into the
air to a height of six or seven yards

and dropped slowly again, looking for .

all tho world like puppets worked by
wires. * This, said’ the. postmen who ob-
served the jncident, ‘i a sdlution of a
question which diplemaey could not set-
tle, I-suppose. Th¢ last argument, of
kings-is a damned sorry buSiness.”’ -
All through the beok you get little
gems such as what is given below.

-~ “*Bill and T wore having ‘a discussion

a mom/en:t #go,”” said Pryer.” . . .
maintains that the Army is not an
¢ 8 Mtuthn #and that no mdn
i ujd join it. 'If be knew as much as
4 he knows now he wowuld never Have
come into it. (Page 200) '
Theh rem) thh--—- £l
““We have no Mieﬁfu lutrod for

« L wriggled -out

'wnﬂuthkeohinswtyfmtho
scene of action at Loos he hears an-
other wounded man in the same wagon
exclaim, ‘‘Thank God! Im out of the,
whole damn business . .‘_‘I “take
damn good care that I . . .’

It is a very remarkable book Full ot
excitement, amusement, and gross real-
ity, and should be widely read, as it is
one of the few books on the war that
should find a place in the Social Demo-
crat’s library.

J. M. C.

SOCIALIST BULLETS

Did you nnow that a popular writer
defined a pensioner as a ‘‘kept pa-
triot’'?

Socialism_will prolong human life by
abolishing poverty and eliminating all
worry. i

Lots of unionists pay their money for
a closed shop and then vote for an open

one. | ’

The railroads are being run on the
Malthusian theory that there are too
many people.

Lots of men who claim to be seeking
the truth would not know what to do
with it if they founad it.

/

Old party politicians think that when
they avoid a problem that, presto! that
problem is solved.

Mockery: The kind of freedom that
gives you the right to leave your master
and hunt for another.

We brought you the truth heretofore,

but the greater part of you abhorred
the truth.—The Koran.

Soicalism stands for a system under
which your purchasing power will be
equal to your produeing power.

Under Soiglism there will be no place
for Weary Willies who live by begging
or rich hoboes who live by interest and
rents.

Is there a single rung in the ladder
of progress that wasn’t constructed by
a ‘‘crank,’”’ a ‘‘fanpatic,”’ a ‘‘dream-
er,”’ or a visionary’’#

Under Socialism every ¢itizen will get
what is oming to him, and what is com-
ing to him will consist of what he has
earned by labor. N

Just because you_happen to believe
that momey Wwont bring happiness, it
doesn’t follow that 'poverty will in-
cubate the joy germs.

Under Soecialism it will' pay to run
railroads with care and use the safest
methods for the preservation of em:
ployes’ and passengers’ lives.

The Socialist pmky the only politi-
cal organization that x:s%ocu"es the col-
lective ownership and democratie man-
agement of the inéuuries.

Yelf were hungry;.
You are Imnpy,
You will be bhungry— .
If you don’t vote for' cBocig,lism.

T

T

g ’rimwmmorbenydumof
tho ‘world moming over' popaiitod a8
vately ow

IN GH%MANY

(Address by Herr Dittmann, Socialist
Deputy, delivered in the Reichstag.)

B

The object of the projected law re-
lating to the preventive prison (Schutz-
haft) is very accéptable to us; we will
co-operate with the -commission to ob-
tain an ordinary procedure in legal form
with an obligation of damage rights for
persons wronged. But one thing should’
be understood: this projected law gives
the character of a State institution to
a species of prison which is absolutely
illegal and which, in my opinion, is not
justified by any  military or political
necessity. It would be. preferable,
therefore, to be guided by our demand

and ‘to suppress all reference to the :

state of siege, ind with it the prevent-
ive imprisonment.

The preventive prison is to-day a
means of combating parties and individ-
uals who find themselves in political op-
position. As far back.as last May this
form of imprisonment had elready cre-
ated a veritable terror, and since then
the situation has only grown worse.
The Government has revived the laws
of execrable memory that preceded the
revolution of 1848, and those voted
against the Socialists; the system of
police denuciation and the regime of
spies are flourishing anew, and, as in
the days of the law against the SBocial-
ists, hide themselves under the mask of
the patriot and the savior of his coun-
try.

For years the authorities have kept
up these}}]nprisonments, which do not
rest onh any judicial basis. The safety
guaranteed by the laws has been shat-
tered; all protection of the laws has
been “abfogated, and, as if in derision,
this whole procedure has been dene-
minated one of. ‘‘security and protec-
tion.2* The more benignant this phrase
appears, the more does it conceal of
basenosa and villainy. -

A military chief of police openly de-
clared to an Alsatfan vietim of this
system: ‘‘In fact, more than one man
profits from this chance to get rid of a
good friend.”” Infamy and debauchery
at this moment are feasting in veritable
orgies (the speaker is called to order).
The vietims, defenseless, have to bear
everything; the denial of justice is
crushing them in a way unworthy of a

human being, and destroying their ma-—

terial resources and their family 1%3
And this terrible fate has.been imposed
upon them because no crimes punishable
by the laws can be proved against them
—in comparison with them criminals
are to be envied, For this situation, as
terrible from the moral as from the ma-
terial viewpoint, these gentlemen of the
Government appear not to have L] spark
of intelligence.
The Mehring Case Typical.

In the Mehring case Mr. Helfferich
nnwely said to ‘the Budget Commission:
‘It is, however, preferable that Mehr-
ing should be in the preventive prison
rather ‘that he should be at liberty and
be able to commit an aét for whieh he
would have to be pnﬂlbed ! Acgord-

ht to be nrcmd‘-h: M'tvprmve

. is why this man of more

gthe purpose of stifling their valid im-

mg to that logic everybody.in the world -

A

was arrested. How long will
fore even thoughts will ne
free from punishment in Ge:
Mehring is ‘one of our most
guished historians and authors. He
longs in the first rank of German
lectual life and is known far bey
the boundaries of Germauy. The
ment that it is learned abroad that sue
a man has been imprisoned ¢‘preven
iVely,? simply to eliminate him from
publie life, you need not be astonish
if both inside of Germany and outside
of it the German Government is held in
very low esteem. A Government must
be in a bad plight, indeed, to lock up
the brightest minds in the country for

pulses—that is the first reflection that -
will oecur to every onme upon hearing
such news,

The ‘Case of Mme, Luxemburg.

In the same fashion Mme, Dr. Rosa
Luxemburg has been in prison for long
months without the law’s being able to
ostablish the slightest misdeed against
her. 8he is in disfavor because of her
political views; men fear her intellee: ~
tual influence upen the laboring masses 1
and the creation of an energetic social-
istic opposition. That is why they have :
put her in prison, The Government
does not appear to know that by this
act it has aroused the deepest indigna-
tion of all the woman 8ocialists in Ger-
many—that it has given a blow of the
fist to the whole socialistic labor move-
ment in Germany by such arrests.

Neither does it appear to understand
the effect produced on other nations,
whether neutrals or enemies, Its mem.
bers ought to refleet that to fight
against & Government which imprisons
without reason some of the most wideﬂ ;
ly known members of the international
proletariat must . gppear a socialistic
duty, so_to speak, in France, Eng!lnd,
Italy, and Russia, hnd that by
- measures the German ﬁovefmm’
viving ameng its enemies the will t
prosecute the war. That is the M
such a policy of violence.

As for the treatment endured by the e
persans arrested, it is truly infamous ©
and revolting. In spite of his great =
age and his uncertain health, Mehring
has been kept for months in a migerable
hole; it is only in recent days that his
friends have succeeded in' having him
transferred to the infirmary of the Moa-
bit Prison. As for Mme, Luxemburg,
“about four weeks ago she was suddenly
sent for one evening when she was in
bed at the women’s prison in Barnim .
Street, and transferred to the police
station in Alexander Place. There lho
was locked in & small cell wheu on
prostitutes arrested in the street are or-
dinarily confined until they are brought
before the Judge. The cell has only half
the normal space.* ’

All visits to Mme. Lyxemburg uo for-
bidden; thé newspapers which she re-
ceived at Barnim Street havrbmm ;
en Away, and even the visits of '
" physician have been inmdkud.

food is abwlutely impossible
eat, s0 that she has had
meals brought in from the
and psy v;ry iur for | b




