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time past, and either temporarily suspended or pcriuanenily

obanged. When we sec a complicated machine in opera-

tion, and observe the perfect regularity of its movenieniss,

and the skilful adaptation of its variouji j)arts to their re.spec^

five functions, \\g can no more doubt of the conipotency of

the .skill displayed in its construotio'% to alter or suspend its

tnovements entirely, than we can doubt that its speed may

be increased or diminished, by an increase or diminution of

the moving po'vcr. Tiie power to alter cannot be diflereni

from the power to make; or if it (lifter from it in any thing,

it must be in degree, and not in kiiidj and if we allow the

existence of a God at all—if we allow him to be the Creator

of the ;;niversc—to have adjusted it s imuimerable and inf*-

nilely diversifieil parts, and to have subjected the whole to

a system of laws, necessarily complicated in the highest de-

gree, but never interfering with one another, it would lie air-

surd to question his power to interfere with the:-e laws, pro-

vided ho has a sufticient reason for doing so; and to allege

that such a reason cannot exist, is to assume the right to

judge of matters of whicii wo are not competent to de-

cide.

There is nothing in the constitution of human natur*"

against iho truth of miracles, but an (evident predisposition

to admit of if. All nations and all ages have had their pro-

digies; and children, and all ignorant people, who are more

<ompletely uml'M- the original princijdrs of their nuTuie, are

tar more easily imposed upon than philosophers. We are

naturally disposed to bt; creilulous, and even to carry our

oreduliiy to e.xccss; and experience alcnocorrectii this habit,

and renders us distrustful.

The ])oint then to bo consitlore<l i; , neither wlieihf r it i.s

jjojisiblo fm* the law« of naluro to bo interrupted or disprnfl-

ml with on a proper occasion, nor whether we are capable,

according to the con.>tiiution of our nature, ti admit liie re-

ality of an interruption or su»p(^nsion of them, but, whether

or not, in the nature of things, there can bo .^nch an occa-

sicm as thissupjioscs. Now this is ono of those piublcrn^

»hich can only be solved by a reference to facts. It i« rcu-


