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OF

THE AMERICAN WAR.

BOOK FIRST
America, and especially some parts of it, having been discovered

by the genius and intrepidity of Italians, reqpived, at various times,
as into a place of asylum, the men whom political or religious dis-
turbances had driven from their own countries in Europe. The
security which these distant and desert regions presented to their
mmds, appeared to them preferable even to the endearments of
country and of their natal air.

Here they exerted themselves with admirable industry and forti-
tude, according to the custom of those whom the fervor of opinion
agitates and stimulates, in subduing the wild beasts, dispersing or
destroying pernicious or importunate anhnals, repressing or subject-
mg the barbarous and savage nations that inhabited this New World
draining the marshes, controlling the course of rivers, clearing the
forests, furrowing a virgin soil, and commuting to its bosom new and
unaccustomed seeds; and thus prepared themselves a clunate less
rude and hostile to human nature, more secure and more commo-
dious habitations, more salubrious food, and a part of the conve-
niences and enjoyments proper to civilized life.

This multitude of emigrants, departing principally from England,m the time of the last Stuarts, landed in that part of North Americi
whici extends from the thirty-second to the forty-fifth degree of
noith latitude

;
and there founded the colonies of New-Hampshire.

Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island, which took the gene-
ral name of New England. To these colonies were afterwards join-
ed those of Virginia, New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jer-
^j, .vi^jiaiiu, iiic ivvo Carounas, and Georgia. Nor must it be
understood, that in departing from the land in which they were


