
territory which they tnke, l8 31,680 feet
wide, and the soli In which they have a
chance of flndln^; gold Is only an averajce of
300 ft*et. They, therefore, have a chance of
Kettlug territory 3(X) fwt wide out of 31.080

'

feet. That Is the way In wlilch they i

mtist select their land, and that Is the
amount of territory which they have any
chance of flndlnj? Rold In. Now, their total

i

grant Is 3,7r)0.()00 acres, and the possible
territory In which they can find arythlng—
Tarn not speaking of quartz lodsci now. for
1 win discuss tliiit later on—Is tlie nne-one-
huudred-and-flfth part of that. Out of their
grant of 3,750,000 acres, they have 3r>,714

acres In which they have a possible
chance of flndln/i; anything ; not a cer-

tainty. ronieinl)er—nothing' more tlian a mere
probjiblUty. Does anybody Imagine that
you can walk up and down the water courses
and find gold In paying quantities In .ill of
thoni ? You can find the colour of gold :

you can find that all over the North-west.
In places where It does not pay at all. But
these gentlemen have a jjossible chance of

finding something that pays In 35.714 acres
out of the 3,750,000 acres—equal to a piece

of territory less than ten miles by uix miles

in extent. That is the effect of the method
of selection which we have provided that

these gentlemen must adopt.
Now, as to the rich lodes and ledges

whicii my hon. friend writes about. My hon.

friend the leader of the Opposition (Sir

Charles Tupper) is, I understand, the presi-

dent or the manager of a gold mining com-
pany. I am told that the ex-Mlnister of

Finance (Mr. Foster'* is also the president

of a gold mining company. I can take
either of these gentlemen to as rich a min-
ing district as there is in the world, the

Slocan district, in the neiglibourhood of the

town of Sandon, and if they will talk there,

as I have done, to experienced mining men
—for instance, to Mr. Macdonald, one of

the owners of the Payne mine, which pays
a dividend of $85,(XX) a month—they will

find that these men of experience wlil tell

tliera that there is no doubt whatever that

In the neighbourhood of Sandon there are

many ledges as rich as those which are

exposed. Why does not my hon. friend the

leader of the Opposition or my hon. friend

the ex-Mlnister of Finance get a few of

them ? Why does not everybody who wants
to get rich in a short time get a few of

them ? Because the experience of every

mining country in the world Is that it costs

a great deal more in the aggregate to develop

these ledges than they are worth. Yet by
what process of reasoning do hon. gentlemen
ajiply to the men who are getting this laud

grant a rule that applies to no other min-

ing country In the world ? If they find rich

ledges, they will find them only after they

have won them by spending their time and
money ; and anybody else in the world,

under our present mining regulations, has

just as good a chance of going there and
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finding these rich ledges as the men who
are building this railway. Why, I say,

apply a different rule to tills company from
what has been applied to other conipanies ?

Thn hon. leader of the Opposition the other
night made a statement which Is perfectly

true ; he made it Inadvertently ; lie did not
intend to make It, and he tried to correct It

after he did make It ; but It is true Just the
same : that It costs more to take; the gold
out than tiie gold Is worth after It Is taken
out.

Sir CHARLES TUPri^R. If my hon.
friend will allow me to tell him he has no
foundation whatever for saying that I at-

tempted in any way to qualify or withdraw
that statement. I did make it, and I made
It without the slightest quail Ileation.
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gathered that from the hon. gentleman's re-

marks. If he did not so Intend, my Infer- h
ence is not correct. But he irjade the state-

ment, mid I say the statement Is true ; and
1 think 1 can prove It so far a.s the placer
districts of Casslar and Cariboo In British

Columbia are concerned, which are in every »

respect the same in nature and In kind as the

Klondike district. I have here a tal>le which
shows that in these districts from 1858 to

1880 inclusive, there was taken out |45,-

140.889 In gold, which the House will agree
witli me was a very respectable production.

Now, analyse the figures for a few min-
utes. I find that during that time tiie high-

est amount that was taken out in any one I

ypar, on the average, was .'^1,222 per
man. and the lowest was $403 per
man ; and we all know that oven
the highest amount did not represent r,

the wages and living expenses of the men
who were working in Those mines or any-
thing like tiieni. If you look down the table

you will find these figures : for 1S.")8. .$173

per man ; for 1850, ii;4()3 ; for 18(^0. $500 ;

for 18()1, .$634 ; for 1802, .$517 ; for iaoS
.$482 ; for 18(V4, $849 ; for 1805. $813 ; for,

180(5. $893 ; for 1807, $814 ; and so on till

it goes down to .$518. This Is the avt»nigi

amount of gold taken out per man pei

annum for the whole mining population
and every member of this House kuowf
that tiiese figures do not at all represen
the wages and expenses of the men actu
ally engaged in mining opevations in tho8(

districts. Now, what I want to know is

l)y what process of reasoning is It argue(
tliat the same rule will not applj' to thi

members of this company when tliey go t'il

work to mine their railway land grant
There is no i>ossible analogy which can hi
drawn from any mining operation in thj
world which will not lead to the inevitablf
conclusion that if these gentlemen send ot
a large numl>er of prospectors and unde:
take to work their land grant for place
mining, they will spend more money tha
they will ever get out of the land gran
I want to say on that point that I think thi


