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whie.li he was a mombor sent tondors all over England and
Ihe Unit'>d States and Canada, for months, inviting com-
petition for this work'' Did he not know that theeo

tenders declared that the Gv;vernment. of which ho was a

member, was prepared to give 54,000,000 acres of land and

$27,000,000, and 20 per cent, ou an unknown cum, which
tenderers wore invited to stale.

Sir ALBERT J. SMITH. The time for receiving them
hnd expired.

Sir CITAEJ.ES TUPPER. Oh ! the hon. genlloman
says, the time for receiving tenders had expired. But why
K&d it had expired. Why, Sir, it expired only because
there was no person to be found in Canada, or out of it, who
would look at their proposition to construct the Canadian
Pacitic Railway for 54,000,000 acres of land and $27,000,000,

and "xn unknown sura, which tenderers were asked to fix

for themselves over and above the maximum price.

This was the offer of the hon. gentleman and of
the Government of which ho was a member.
The hon. gentleman knows that the Canadian Pacific

liailway was as dead as Julius Cio^ar at that time. The
hon. gcntlenaau knows that the people had ceased to talk

about the Canadian Pac'fie Railway as a thing iu which to

iuvobt any money, and f^^j very good reasons, as I shall

]iresently show. The hon. gentleman is awaro that after

giving it the widest publicity, wo were able to make a cc/n-

ti-act for $73,000,000—valuing the land at $1 per acre

—

while they had offered $Sl,GJ0,G0O, calling the land

$1 per acre, and they could not get a bid from any
part of the 'vorld where they had sent th^lr

applications. Under these circumstances, I think
it was hardiy in piuce for the hon. gentleman to tako the
exception that tenders were not invited, for the hon. gentle-

man himself had been inviting tenders for months with the
effect which I have named. The hon. member for Iberville

(Mr. Bechard) also wished to explain his views, the views
of the hon. gentleman who drafted the resolution and placec

itiu hia hands—I mean the leader of the Ojiposition. 1 do
not mean to say that the hon. gentleman was not quite in

his right, or was not discharging his duty, in draltiug the
resolution, or that it was the slightest reflection upon the
members of that side of the House to accept the resolution

or the services of their leader in preparing it. There
was nothing extraordinary in that, fcut it reminded
me of a story I onco heard of a Presbyterian Church
in which one or two influential parties wero
becoming rather res'.ive. They talked about going over to

the secesbion or leaving the church with which they wero


