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of these poor people go away with the hope
of I'ltuniin^ ; but it Ik si mul conimcntury
oil our hopeH for the future, if there are (o

bo no means to remove the 8terii n<^eessity,

(lie hopeless poverty and want of eniploy-

ment, whieh drives them, unwilling

away. Wi^ are toid <hat depression prevails

in th(! States—widch is true, hut the man-
nfactures are established there, and even
the limited produetiou goes on, tiu; markets
are s-ipplied, and the poor lalxjurer is em-
ployed and paid. It is to him matter of lit-

tle moment, whc^ther the diviilend of the

stoekhokbn- is sr.iall or great, no long as

his services are coutiniicd and he is enabled

tf) sustain and edueatc Ids liuuily.

No douot if a like e'.ianee

were open to him here, he would re-

turn to Mis native country to-morrow. And
for all this, is there no remedy ? Tell me
whieb of your statesmen has proposed one.

VV'e mn.y drag on as we are, but it were folly

to hoi)e for any rapid or giMieral prosperity

The I'cditieians of Ontario, ignoiing the

outwards sigris—profess to stand in no need
of relief; but there is a di(f(!r(!nt feeling i a

CJuebec, New Brunswi<k, and Nova »Sootia,

It IS said, there is In^pe of a new Trade
'J'reaty, which would be a great boon, but

it must pi'xinise /ici-muncnef, to create con-

iidenee. Wo must have free and assured

commercial intoreoursc with the iStaten,

and they need it as well as ourselves. 1

slial I be told these theories lead to annex-
ation ; and it is true, that so far as in# em-
barrassments relate to conmercial inter-

course, annexation would supply a remedy.

Ihit would it be the best remedy ? 1 think

not ; and even if it were otherwise, would
it be desirable or possiole of achievement ?

I shall speak of tliis later on. Ihit mine
is another scheme and I think a better one
for a system of continental trade. I would
banish the Custom Houses along the fron-

tier ; but I would preserve the imaginary

line, as a broad division between two iriend-

ly nationfe, who desire, while mainl lining

free intercourse, to maintain their autono-

my ; to worJi out their own destiny "ml de-

velop thoir own free institutions. He-

*'-)rc the formation of the Zollverein by
Treaty stipiihitions, the commerr'al into

course of the several German ' iatcs w i

hainpereilby disabilities and roRtriclions si-

nula'- to those which prevail between xiu

ai>d our neighbours at this moment. The'

introduction of merchandize from one State

to another was not permitted without the

payment of duties. In addition to this, nu-

mcrous prohibitions existed and the tracd

relations between the contiguous sovereign-

ties were fettered by oppressive and vex-

atious restrictions. But the inconvenience

beiame manifest and intolerable, and the

German States, while retaining their auto-

nomy, introduced a wiser commereial poli-

cy. Tlicy removed those unnecessary bur-

dens which only tended to clog enterprise

and choko the chani.cls of legitimate trade

between contiguous states. They adopted
on*! consolidated (Government tor commer-
cial pur[)oseR, one line of customs on the
Geographical boundaries was established,

—

one tarilf, cxi)ort 'uul transit, was enforced
for all, and the revenue thus acquired was
distributed among tiie members of the <:on-

fodet.ition in proportion to the popidation
of cich. This system for a long
series of years has given satisfae-

ticn ill Germany, and it is con-
ceivable that Canatia .T,nd the United
Strifes might adopt something akiw to it

with mutual and permanent advantage,
riiis woul'l be preferable to any possible
Kcciprocitv Treaty, because it would be ab-
solute and permanent free triulo between
the two countries. It is preferable again,
because it could be more easily obtained,
and would indeed bo a favourite arrange-
nit'tit with the Americans. It .vouhl save
both parties immense expense along their
frontier, and would disband a vast army of
smugglers. It n>ight bo effected in six
months, and while it would be equally ad-
vantageous to our neighbours, it woiiM
make Canadii a great agricultural, uiiniiig,

and manuiacturing country. It would be
pojjular in the United States because it

would please the Frao Trader, and Mr.
Greely, the great protectionist, has promis-
ed us his support. It would settle the
Fisheries aid give them the free navigation
of the St. Lawrence, and it woti.'d open half
a Continent to their enterprise and capital,

[t would give us accee • 1o the market- of
10^000,000 of people. It would attract to

'

us iinlimiied capital, and our (!ouutiy
would be dotted Ayith numerous mining and
manufacturing villages. Our agricultuiid
and commercial interests would multiply
ami expand in proportion. Our people
would be employed at home, and multitudes
of foreign labourers would be attracted
from abroad. Happiness and con-
tentment would w Ik liand in hand with
the prosperity of our countrymen. You
like the picture, but alas ! it lias awkward
shades ; and it is set in an ugly frame. We
can't n- gociate such a treaty. C'lnada has
great interests, but she has no power. She
can exercise no diplomatic functions, be-
cause she has no recognized foreign rela-

tions. She might attempt itand I. e snubbed,
after the manner of Prince Edward Island
There were thore who sneered at my igno-
rance when I made this statement in the
House, because the British Minister had
been instructed to consult us in his nego-
tiations. Do they think Mr. Thornton
would negotiate this Zollverein for us? No!
Because '

. would conflict with the policy of
the Empire. Canada, as a dependency, can
never become a party to a (Continental

Commercial policy here, because it would
involve a discrimination against British
goods. This is reasonable, and we must
not complain of it. It would, indeed, bo
a vicious system, which would ignore the


