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frequently cxpnsed, and encounter, in the

(lisuliargeoF their holy duties. I wish the

House would perniit me to state one fact

illustrative of this. Visiting an inland

district, bordering on an extensive lake,

and having attended divine worship in a

settlement on its shore, I crossed in the

afternoon to another settlement, taking

with me the missionary who had officiate(l.

I learned from him, that his district com-
prehended all the settlements around the

lake, and on the rivers falling into it.

That he served four churches ; did the

par«>chial duties and attended to the

schools, at four distant parts of that

wide space; doing these duties in turn,

so that each church and settlement was
only s'^rved every fourth Sunday. The
missionary had provided himself a boat

for these duties ; and the settlers manned
her gratuitously, to carry hini to the dif-

ferent points. Finding that he had for

many years been charged with these du-

ties, I asked whether he had not experi-

enced great inconvenience and difficulty

in crossing the lake in stormy seasons, and
in winter ? He replied that he had ; that

it was very perilous to him, and prejudicial

to the settlement, that there should not

he a missionary on each side of the lake ;

but that the society had not been able to

comply with a requisition that hud been
made for an additional missionary in that

quarter. That on one occasion, having
urged the settlers, who formed his crew,

beyond their discretion, to take him across

the lake, the boat was upxet in a squall

;

the missionary succeeded in reaching the
boat, and, clinging to her for about ten

hours, drifted to the lea side of the lake,

and so was most providentially preserved.


