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that our imaginations could fugged. It

wifhcs therefore could prevail, the indepen«

dance of Spain was an obje6l mod devout*

edly to be wifhcd. For fuch an obje6l, all

men will readily agree, that we were bound

both in wifdom and in honour, to make all

fuch efforts and facriBces as were really

likely in any fober judgment to contribute

to its fuccefs. By this tefl alone of the rea-

fonablenefs of their plan, and the pra6li-

cability of their execution, our exertions'

fhould be tried. To this ftandard our fyf-

tem of policy muft ultimately be referred.

If our treafure has been expended, our

armies rifked, our domeftic fafety expofed

to the utmoft hazard, in attempts wifely

planned and confiftently executed, where

fuccefs was probable, and failure of no dan-

gerous importance, we may lament the

refult, but we cannot condemn the councils

which have produced it. My own pefrfua*

fion is, on the^contrary, that the refoi^rce^


