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tempt, not even to fend in a letter ! And
the garrifon of Fort St. Philip's never

knew that he had engaged the French at

all, till they were informed of it forty

days afterwards by the French themfelves.

His advocate goes on to quote more
" For though we may juftly claim the vic-

" tory." This victory then was gained by

fix fhips only; the other fix of his own
fquadron not having been fuffered to en-

gage, till two of them broke away from

their ftatiorts to prevent the Intrepid from

being either fuhk or taken. One cannot

recal this fcene without feeling fome emo-

tions of honed indignation. Had he beat

the French, had he given the whole Bri-

tifh fquadron a chance for doing' it, Mi-

norca had ftill been ours ; and he had

brought back to England a marflial of

France; with his army, our prifoners.

Whether the word " cover" Gibraltar

was omitted or not, is immaterial to Mr.

Byng's vindication. It is befides glaringly

abfurd. Does he not fay, in his letter of

the 25th of May, " that he had gained a

" viftory?" Did not fome other hand,

who has put his angtr into tolerable Eng-

lifh in a fecond letter, dated July 4. fay

ftill
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