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occasion, tlicy use «lrv mess for a wiik. With lliis fire lliey

not only liulit tlio jint, liiit \v;\iin llienisfjvcs, bv takiiijjj it

vimliT tlioir coals, i\\n\ clo.sini;' the o))ri!in<i, so that the hoat

cannot escape. In this inann«fr tlioy can make thcnisdve'* as

hot as if they were in a s^vc:'.tip^-bath. 'J'lie htone of wliich

these hiinps are made is very soft, and may be hollowed out w itii

oth( IS of grcat(!r liariiness, not merely for tliis puipo'c, but also

for deep pots, in which they boil their lish. 'i iuy use theai

h<)wev(!r, but seldom, preferring nioslly the iron and copper
kettles, which they procure from the Itussians.

The wooden utensils of these islanders are water-vats, made
of split planks. The fat of the whales and the seals they pre-

serve in bladders ; the other dry provisions, in baskets, or sacks

of braided grass.

Knives and axes they procure froni the Russians ; but tliey

are not well acijnainted with the use of the latter, to which
they fasten a wooden handle, so that ihey can chip with them as

with a hatchet, but neidier s[)lit nor hew ; they rive their large

trees therefore by means of wooden wedges.

Nothing is more tedious and fatiguing, than their carpenter's

and joiner's work, in making their baskets, their arrows, and
the hulks of their baidars. One whole year and more is

spent in building such a small boat, on which accomit they

prefer purchasing it at a dear rate. The bare collecting

together as much wood on the shore as is requisite for a baidar,

is atteui'cd with intinite toil and trouble. 'J'he main part is the

keel, '2) feet in lengtli, which is always composed of two or

three pieces. To this they fasten, by means of split whale-

bone, ribs of willow and alder-branches, on the upper extre-

mities of which they place a frame with cross-bars,- which in

the middle is a foot and half broad, and binds the whole baidar

together. Over the whole they stretch the hide of a sea-

lion, or a large sea-dog, leaving on the top a round but

smallish opening, in which the rower sits. 'J'his baidar is so

light in all its parts, that altogether it docs not weigh much
above thirty pounds. The paddles arc very long, and have shovels

at both ends. They are held by the rowers in such a manner,

that they can row alternately with one shovel on the one side,

and another on the atlier.

The weapons of the islanders consist merely of darts and
spears, which, as they use iheni for ditterent pur|)oses, are of
various sizes. The first sort, which are used against men and
animals, are four foot long, having a bit of lava affixed its a point,

which is an inch and half long, and three quarters of an inch
broad. Tiie second sort is smaller than the first, and is only used
against animals

; points of bone instead of lava are tied on them
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