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lia.sis the proofs of direct ethnical affinity between them and races of the eastern hemis-

phere. The ethnoloyiciil i>rol)leni is, here as elsewhere, beset bv many obscurinu' eleiiients.

Lantruasre, at best, yields only remote analo<ries ; and thus iiir Anvrican arclin'oioiiv,

thou'j'h studied AVith unllaniiinir zeal, has been able to reniler vi'ry partial aid.

It cannot admit of (|Ueslioii that the compass- of Canadiiiu, and even df American

arch{colo>ry,—imludini,'' that of the semi-civili/ed and lettered races ofcentral and southern

America, -is <.n-eatly circumscribed in loniparison with that of Europe. I'ut the simplicity

whi<h results from this has some comiiensatinu' elements, in its direct iidiiptation l<i tlu^

study of man, as he appears on this continent iinall'ected by the artiiiiialities of a I'orced

civilization; and with so little that can lend countenance to any theory of detreneracy from

a hi.'iher coinlition of life, in tin; modern alliance lietween archicolouy and lieoloji-y ; and

'le novel views which have resulte<lastotheanti(iuity ofman, tiie characteristic disclosures

!'<.,
;irimitiveart,alike amr)nL;' amient and modern races, have^ivena siiiiiilicani-e to familiar

phases of savaire life undreamt of till very recently. The student who has by su<li means

formed a tleiinite I'onception of primeval art, and realized some idea of the comlitiou and

acquirements of the savau'e of Europe's postpliocene era, turns with renewed inti-n'st to

livinsr races seeminu'ly perpeluatiim-in arts and habits of our own day what srave character

to the social life of the prehistoric dawn. This jdiase of primitive art can still be studied

on more than one continent ; and in many an island of the Paiiiii- ami the Indian ncemi:

but im where is the apparent rejiroduction of such initial phases of the history of our nice

presented in so comprehe -sive an aspect as on this contiiu nt. Here are to be found tribes

in no decree superior in arts or habits to the .Australian savaiii' : while evidence of im-e'ii-

ous skill and considerable artistic taste ocoir amonir nomads exposed to tht; I'Xtremesl pri-

vations of an .Arctic ilimate, and with no more knowledii'e of nic talluruy than is implied in

oi'ca.sionally turnini'' to account the malleable native copper, by bammerinii- it into the

desired shape ; or, in their intercour.so.with Antic voya<>vrs and the Hudson's IJay trappers,

ai'quirin!f by l)arter some lew implements and weapons of l'"uroi)ean man\il'acture. The arts

of the patient I'lskiiuo, exeni.sed under the stimulus of their constant struiiule lor exi.-itenci'

' amitl all the "lardships of a polar cliniati", have, indeed, not only sufftrosted comparisons

i between them and theartistic cave-dwellers of leutral I'hirope in its prehistoric dawn ; but

5 have been assumi'd to prove an ethnical aiiinity, and direct descent, allou-ether sliirtlinij

i when we fully realize the remote anticiuity thereby ascribe(l to the noiuads of our own
- northern frontier, and tln' uiichanuiiiii' condition a.scribed to them throuu'h all the int(>r-

, venina' au'cs of ii'eon'raphical and soiial revolution.

iBut whatever may be thi' value ultimately assiuriied to this Eskimo pediirree : a like

phenomenon of unpron'ressive humanity, i)erpettiatiii!T throuuh countless ireiieratious the

same rtidimentary arts, everywhere meetsushere : and seems to me loconstitutt> the really

i remarkable feature in t'aiiadiau and North American archieolouy. We linil, not only ill

;
t'anada but throuirhout the wOioh' reu-ion northward from the (Julf of Mexico, diversilied

! illustrations of savaii'e life; l)ut nearly all of ihcm unatl'ecled by traiesof contact withearlier

;
civilization. I'romthe .Vntic trout iersofourCanadian domain the explorer may travel throuuh

I
widely diversilit'd reujioiislill he ivaihes the canons of M(>xico, and ih" ruined cities ofCcntral

America; and all that he liuds of race and art, of laimiiaire or native traditi<iii, is in

strikiiiif tonlrast to the diversities of the I'hiropean record of manifold successions of races

and of arts. Hero within the Arctic circle the Eskimo construits his lodge of snow, and
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