
AND COMMERCIAL EMTERPRISBS.

affairs, how different would liave been the con>

duct ot Lloyd's in • aimilar caae, and, I doubt

not, of most of our own inionuiee companies.

Such an oocnrrence is the mfwe remarkable from

its being in the Commercial Emporium, where
mch a spirit <rf generosity is ptevalent, that

there>is scarcely a oqttain of a padtet-ship, who,
for merely conveying Ids passengers in safety

aaoss the Atlantw, has not been complimented
with a piece of plate.

But there was one individual among the direc-

tors, whose great wealth gave him a preponde>

rating influence in the affiurs of the office. The
greater deference paid to his opinions, than to

those of any of his associates, was very percep.

tible; and it is probable that the president,

1 tiddng it for granted that a handsome compen-
[lation could not honourably be withheld, had
the temerity to assure me of it before consulting

him, and thus caused the defeat of his intention.

[However it may have been, it is a fsct, that all

|I receivedwu the unofficial thanks of the wesi*
deat, and that I suffered a deduction of two

i a half per cent, from my commission.

That curp<Hration8 have no souls, and that

aen in a coq^ate capacity are often guilty

fi acts of iiqustice and oppression, audi

, individoaHy, they would be ashamed of,

an old observation, the truth of which
Qost every day's experience confirms. But

omments on so clear a case are superfluous

;

nd I will only add the curious fact, that almost

^multaneously with the discovery that ten per
ent. was too much for the laborious, hazardous,

ad eminently successful services I had rendered
he company, one of the directors of this very

Dinpany did not perceive, that ten per cent, was
much for merely paying the disbursements

the building and equipment of the Greek
ligates.*

More than twenty years have elapsed since

ke occurrence of the transactions above nar-

|ted, and those of the actors, who have not
ssed off the stage, may be surprised at a re-

rence to affairs which probably have long
Dce been.forgotten by them. This, they may
assured, has not arisen from any hostile or

^kind feeling toward them, but from the cir>

nitance alone of perceiving that my narrative

Duld be incomplete if they were omitted.
[The voyage iust narrated, in the Beaver, was

i close of a series of voyages to most parts of
habitable globe, comprising a period of
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A letter which I leeeWed at this time, from the
UN of Toolte Robinson and Co. of London, placet

I strong relief their conduct, when comparea with

T)*', with whom I had recently been btought in

ntact. Its object was to inform me of their hold-

I
• hundred and twenty pounds at my disposal,

log principal and intereat on a sum arising from a
ptalce accidentally discovered in accounts relative

Krausactiont in wneat eight or ten years previous

;

u uhich, they remark, fnuat ooiwider aomewhat
Mie light of a prise in the lottery. This was paid
ujr dra^ at sight.

twenty.foinr years, in varions kinds of craft, ftmoi
the boat of twenty-flve tona to an Indianun of
one thousand tons ; and on the most laboiioiu
and hazardous enten^isea, aa will have been
seen. But a remarkable ftct, which is worthy
of note, may have escaped the observation of
the reader, that during that long period, aome
portion of which vras passed in the moat siddy
dimatea of the g^obe, I never lost but threensen
—two by fever, and the third by a fell from the
mast-head. Although I have repeatedly bem
fivemonths on a ainglepassage, I have never been
under the necessity of putting my men on d-
lowanoeof provinonaorwrater; and to this dr>
cumstance, combined with guardingthem i^ainst

unnecessary fatigue and exposure, I waa pro*
bably indebted not only for the hi^piness of es-

caping that scourge to seamen on long voyages*
the scurvy, but almost all other lands MdduMsa.

Although the private ailUxa of an iBdividnl
may genmlly be considered to possess little at.

traction for the public, yet, to those who have
followed me tbus fer, I have supposed that some
details of my subsequent course might not be
destitute of interest.

Acting in opposition to the maxim, that ** •
bhrd in the hand is worth two in the buah," I

was destined again to see swept off, in less than
a year after my return, the greater part of mj
hwd earnings. A most unfortunate enterprise

to Gibraltar ; incompetent, sdflsh, and careless

agents; and, more than either, a most shameful

abuse of the confidence I had placed in the eom«
mercial bouse at Lima, with which I had been
so long doing business (Abadia and Arismendi).

were the causes of these misfortunes.. Soon
after these reverses I received information ofthe'
revolution in 'Peru, of the consequent confhsion

in the commerce of Lima, of the breaking up of
t' house of Abadia and Arismendi ; and of the
c << of the latter, with a large amount in

silvei , in an American brig, for Manilla, was
received here i' many months after •<y arrival.

During the ticeregal govern locnt, no stranger

of respectability ev r visited L^ la without en-

joying the hospitality of Dou Pedro Abadia.

It was he who gave to the housr the cha.

racter of respectability which it posbi -iscd, and
which was such as to inspir*- a degree of con-

fidence, which secured to i
> , almost exclutively^

the foreign business of the place.

Don Josd de Arismendi wa» the active, busi-

ness man of the house; a man > o possessed

the capadty of accomplisbinL' u and varied

business, with a degree of «l..^i'<itch and adroit-

ness very rarely seec among his countrymen.

While present with him he would conduct the

business witli which he was charged on fair, ho-
nourable, aud liberal principles. By this sem-

blance of honesty and 'feur dealing I was de-

ceived, aiid was induced to coUfide in the house

to an extent which I discovered, when too late,

was entirely unmerited, and which has been at-

tended with minouo consequences to me. It


