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Nino years later, in 18j;{, when, in the

race for the occupation of Orcj^on, Dr.

Marcus Whitman led his ^jreat caravan of

about two hundred watfoiis and eiyht

hiiiidred souls, ho selected tlio route by
Fort Hall, which (>v<!n at that date was in

tlie hands of the Hudson Hay Company,
Harrows writes :

" As this expedition

turned the balance for Oregon, so Fort

Hail was the pivotal point. This Fort

Hall, on L(!wis or Snake River, about one
hundred miles north of Salt Lake City,

was oriirinally an American tradiiii^-post,

liuilt by N. J. Wyeth, but the Hudson
Bay Company crowded him out by the

many monopoli/in}^ and outratfin«- means
whi(;h a wilderness life made possible.

Many of his traders and tra])pers were
scattered wide; some of them were killed,

and his business ffi'iierally was ruined.

At this point many immitrrant comiiaiiies

had be(Mi intimidated and broken up, and
.so Fort Hall served as a cover forOretfon,

,iust as a i)atter3' at the mouth of a river

protects tho inland city on its banks.

In later days, when the spirit was
aroused for "the whole of Orei^'on or

war," tho question was raisf.'d whether it

was to bo taken under the walls of (Que-

bec or on the Columbia, Neither was the

l)lace. Oregon was taken at Fort Hall.

Tho first indication of the propo.sed expe-

dition I find is in a letter dated Cambridge,
Jlassachu.sctts, October 5, 1831, written t(5

his brother, Mr. Charles Wyeth, of Haiti-

more; " Aly plan is to go out there and
carry with me what property I can spare

after leaving a support for my wife," etc.

On Novcnil)er llth he wrote to a brother

in the South for explicit instructions in

regard to the cultivation of tobacco, which
he hoped might be introduced and culti-

vated successfully in the new colony.

On Decenibcr 19, 1831, he wrote from
Cambridge to the Secretary of State:
" Hon. Edward S. Everett : Sir,—Enclosed
you have a letter from Mr. Nuttall, con-

taining in jmrt my vii^ws in regard to tiiin

application to tlie Executive. I have to

repeat that no view of emolunient in-

duces it, but only a desire to serve tho
views of tlie government in regurtl to that

country. It occurred to me that the gov-
ernment might avail itself of my .services

to obtain information concerning that

country, which in time would bo u.seful.

I would willingly devote a portion of my
time to their service without other com-
pensation than the respectability allotted

to all those who servo their country."
To the same gentltunan, on January 6,

1832: " I believe it is not lawful forarmed
bodies of men to jiass through the coun-
try, I would beg leave to inquire of you
wliether any permission is required, and
to obtain the .same, and also permission
for trading with tho Indians beyond tho

Rocky Jlountains." He also in this let-

ter exinesses the hope that the attention

of Congress may bo called to the subject

ill such manner as to induce them to act

in ".liding good men to form n .sfftlenifiit

in tlutt vfijion, and usHitiiic the ijorern-

iiirtii of llie colon I/."

On .March 11, l.s;J2, with a company
of twenty - one men, fully armed and
equip])ed, Mr, Wyeth sailed out of Hos-

lon Harbor, and landed lifteen days later

in Haltiinore. From Ijaltimore they
journeyed ))}• rail for sixty miles to tho

t(M'iniiius of tlie Ballimoro and Ohio Rail-

road at the foot of the Alleghanies, and
thence on foot to the nearest jjoint on the

Monongaliela River, where they took a
steamboat for Pittsburg, At a tavern
on the mountains the proprietor refused

to entertain thi! members of the expedi-

tion because they were V<inkpes. "The
disagreement ran so high that the tavern-

kee|)eraiid the Yankee captain each seized

his rille. The latter demaiuhul lodging

and refreshment, and the dispute ended
in our cni)tain sleeping in the hou.so with

three of his piirty.wel! armed, determined
to defend their |)ersons, and to insist on
their rights as peaceable and inoffendiiig

travellers.'"* From Pittsburg tliC voy-

age was continued to St. Louis by steam-

boat, reaching this latter city A.i)ril 18,

1832; thence l)y steamer to Independence,
the last white settlement on the Mi.s.souri

River, near the present Kansas Cit.v.

Here two of tho company deserted and
returned to the States. From Indepen-
dence, in the latter jiart of May, the expe-
• J, B. W'yetli, Shoii Airount of a Loiu/ Jonrnei/.


