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criminal said : "l will tell you wliu is

{i'oinfr to wiiip you : I am ti'tuii^'" to do it

myself; do you iiMdci-staiid ,'" Tlicn he

\vlii|i|i('d liim. Tlic culjirit is now oni-

of Iho best men iu Mctlakalitla.

Aiiollu'i' mail was Just on tlic \r.<\\\\.

of sliootiuir one of the <'oiistal)ii's. Mi".

Duncan tied him up in llic middle ot"

tlio i)ul)lic sijuarc and \vliip|(cd liim.

That man is still alive, full of s])irit,

and one of tho most us(>ful citizens in

the village. In a, speech which lie mado
to the Indians not loiiji' aj^o. h(^ said:

"I owe evei'vtliinu' to Mr, Duncan's
whii)])infr. If he had not wliipped me 1

wt)uld have been a dead man lonjf ai;o,

becau.se I should have been sure to nuir-

dcr somebody, and then I myself should

have been killed," In another instance,

when .Mr, Duncan liad linished a tloy:-

gint,--, the recii)ient of the lasli tui'ued

around and said: " Thank you, sir I

"

A more unique mode of ])unishmeiit

has been found to be very etfective. An
Indian was doinjj;' jfreiit harm by calling"

to;>-ether secret meetiuf^s at nifi'ht and
tryinjf to jjcrsuade the Indians to return

to hcathcMiism; exaltinji' the ways of

their fathers, te]lin<r tlu'Ui of the pfood

old times, and so on. This was hardly
a crime to be ])unishe<l with the lasli,

and so ^Ir. Duncan hoisted a black flat;'

up(jn the staff that stood in the s(iuare.

As soon as it was seen ajjloom api)eared

to si)read over the entire i)lace. In-

quiries wei'e at onc(> made as to what
was the matter and why that Hay was
there. The otl'ender was jjointed out,

and so odious did he become that it was
simjjly impossible for him to stay there.

This was afterwards found to i)e a very
convenient means for fretting- rid of ]»er-

sons whose ])resence was a disturbing;

element.

The re.sjiect of tliese Indians for the

majesty of the law is well illustrated by
the following incident: Not very lonji'

afro an Indian called at Mr. Duncan's
hou.se to makea comiilaint. The Indian's

brothel', who lives on (^)ueen ("hai'lotte

Island, about eiyhty miles from MetljL-

kahtla, had taken his blanki 's fi-om him :

and he re(|uesled the missi(inary to '^v\

them l)ack. Mi'. Duni-an i'e])lied that if

he sent a constable .so far it would cost

more than the blankets were worth. But
lie gave the Indian a jiaper and told him

to hand it to the captain of the lirst ves-

sel that came to his village, thereby iii-

tendiiiL!' to call up the brother and <'ause

justice to be done. About two weeks
later the Indian returned and re|)oi'ted

th.'it he had r<'Covered his blankets. Mr.
hiinci.n .'isked liim how lie had done it,

and III' replied: "
I showed the letter to

my brother and he yave me tlii' bbink-

ets."

The town council of .Metlakahtla has
already been mentioned. Its members
are elected by ballot, and the care whicii

Ihe voters exercise mijilil well b(> imi-

tated in more advanced communities,
Mr. Duncan relates this incident : A
man who stood well in the village, ami
who had always borne an excellent char-

acter, was iioniinated for councilman.
When the ballots were counted one neg-
ative vote was found. Mr. Duncan was
surprised, and thought that this ballot

miylit have been cast for spite. At any
rate he thfuiyht it would be best not to

declare the result of the election until

the next day. and said that he would
like to se(^ the man who voted no.

The next moriiiny. early, he saw a
man watehiny for an opportunity to
enter his liouse without beiiiy seen. Mr.
Duncan asked him what he had ayainst
the candidate, lie replied: "1 was in

his company in a shop, and in transact-

ing business the slio])maii ]iaid the can-
didate a dollar too mucli : he turned ti>

me, showed me the money and said:

'Shall I keej) it ^ 1 rejilied, 'No; if you
do 1 will tell the shopniaii.' Then the
dollar was handed back. I don't think
that any man is tit t«i be a coiincilinaii

who has to ask whetiier In oiiyht to be
honest or not.''

Slavery, polygamy. wif<'-b<'atiny. all

of whicli were ])revaleiit anionjf the In-
dians, were abandoned at Metlakahtla
and it would be ditl'cull to liiid a more
moral people than these Indians are.

The civilized Tchinipseans havedevel-
ojied yreat aptitude for ]ireacliiiiy and
teachinjr. .V sentence or two from their
sermons will <rive an idea of the rich im-
agery they employ. ( )iie of them .said:

"Ih't'thren ami sisters, we all know the
ways of the eayle. The eajjle Hies liiKh;
he rests hijih; he always seeks the top-
most lirancb of tlu^ highest tree. And
why. P>ecaiise he knows that there he is


