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America will have to guide the flow of the im-

migrants, and learn to irrigate with it and make

fertile the middle and the far West. It is over-com-

mercialisation and near-sightedness that clamours

for more labour in the great cities. The size of a

city is never too small. In the normal state of a

nation the city functionises the country, and accord-

ing to the strength of the people in the background

the state of the great town will be busy or slack.

It is good news that negotiations are being made

with the trar J-Atlantic shipping companies to ship

immigrants to the Far Western coast via the

Panama Canal, at rates not very much heavier

than at present exist for shipment to Boston and

Philadelphia and New York. A man and his wife

planted on the land in the West are worth ten given

to the greedy cities of the East.

In the matter of the colonisation of her own
country America might learn a great deal from

Russia, especially in the matter of railway transit.

It is all to the advantage of a country that means of

transit are cheap, and that there be a brisk circula-

tion of the blood of the body-politic. As a news-

paper realises that the cheaper its price the greater

its success, the greater its circulation, so America

might realise that the cheaper were its railway fares

the more facility would there be for the mingling

of the peoples, the assimilation of foreigners, and

the development of the country.

In America it costs 39 dollars 60 cents to go as
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