
treaurias do not suifai' by roaon cf tae
vacant lands. 'rTh boliii titat ownars aI
vacant lands are holding tl m'o lands at prices
witich retard seuleamant, ie uat truc. Most
holdmr oI vacant lands iii Manitoba are
wiliing and afixious te 3al», nit very moderato
prices. In mauy cases te lands are olffriug
at muait las titan taoir original cost. 'rTore
h hardly anl owner of ut2occupied land it
Manitoba sx'ho, would net ho wiliig to mcii
out at a lues. Hlding land itas bwaoun-
thing but a profitable busines, and thora is
no tesson for te disposition showiv in sotua
quarters ta establieil a diseriminating tax
against suob landie. The faot is tat mnost
hoider cf vild bands arc more ta ha pitîed
titan logisiated against. They are nuL
hoidara frain choice, bètt becusa they can-
net soul. __________

EDI1TOBIAL NOlTES
TUE announicouznt of te dlocasion cf te

goernmant to push tae work of doepaning
thea SL Lawrence canais, wili bo recoived
with goeori avorta te %Vtt9t. Itisanowivta
intention, iva ara tobd, ta hava a tuurton
fec waterwny titrougitout tae St. Lawrance
systoni by.the spring of 1899. Thre deen-
ing of te St. Lawrence canais is a maLter of
te utrucet importance te tite West, as upon
tae improvomnant of tii route, more titan

any oLter, daponds tae cheapening cf trans-
portation tu and from te West.

Ti!E Manitoba legisiatura has vory wisoiy
proiited te, granting cf honuises b>' muni-
cipal corporations. Withon iL is desircd te
give a bonne, a spocial net lias ta ha obtained
(rom tae logis]aturo te le.galiz3 tae mutai-
cipal by-law. At tae hast ses3i-)n cf tae
legisinturo a sLrcng dispoition Nvas itewn Le
Oppose tae legalizin,% of bonus by-ln. Tite
bonusiug cvii bita beau hald lu chteck iu
Manitoba b>' toe i-strictions, aud so, long
as thte Iogislature la inclined ta refusa te
anction bonus measuras, municipalitica wiii

ha protected froa tae foli>' cf granting
bonusas, witicit as a ruia result unsatigfactor-
ily ta ail concernaëd.

A Calgary' papcr is strongly urging tae
rauchers o! te territorics mlot tD accopt tae
pricca noir bain- offoed for cata, an tao
ground titat pricos wiii ho Iiigitar Iater on.
L.ast faîl and wintor, whbon ivbat was sllitng
at comparaLivl>' higit prices, mauy Manit»ba
papers urgea tae larmers te ituld, ns wliîat
was sure te racit $1 par bu5hal. lThoso vite
tec], titis advice ara iteavy losers. priccs ba-
ing now 20 te '25 cents par busitel hase thtan
ia te carly part af tae sason. Giviing ad-
vice la soldema sale, thing te do. As a ruia
ia best to lot people judgeO for titom- uivos,

and thon you %till make no mistake.
* r. e

Ilon. Mr. Fisher, Dominion minister cf
agricultura, bas very wisoly negatived a
motion wiic proposod ta tae goveramonit
abould fix an expert bountY on butter and
clices. Thea grauting of bounties canuot ha
considorcd othorn'isa titan a vicions agpi-
cation cf a vicious systomn, %vhoter applicd
to agriculture produ.cts or manufactures. IL

is a Lbe hoped titis forai 0f bonu$i 11 wviil flot
gain a footing in titis country.

* r. *

IT is ta b hIopod that te introduction of
tae alleu labor bill in Parliainent nt Ottawa,

does not menu the beginning of a legislati7o
war botween Canadat ana te United states.
IL is truc that Our southera riaigihors werc,
tho aggressors i titis mattor. It is also
truc titat te now United States Lariff bill
pose sses saine, fcatures, Nvhich cannot but
bo oxaspaorating te Canadienus. At the saine
time, matars are net iikoly to bo iinprovcd
by te passing of rotaiiatory mcasura, but
rathor the contrary. If titis thing keeps on,
iL wiii resuit in the dociaration of absoluto
non-intercoursa botwoen the two countries.
What a fille spectacle titis .vould ba La tae
civiiized worId. It xviii ha an ovii day ive
fear, when Canada begins copying the
scifisit legislation of Our sinaii*soula noigit.
bars.

Mr. McLonnan, M. P., has introduced a
bill atûîtwa to, compai raiiwav compaiais
ta sali suconid-ciasa ratura tickect., nt the samne
percentage of reductian as is ailowed ini tho
case of first-clasa ratura fares, upon trains
carrying lirit ao.d -econd-elasî passangors.
'lho penalty for infriugement i.9 placed at
from 85 tu $50 for ecd offonca.

TnnE proposai tocxtond te franchise of the
WVinnipeg Oas Go., lias caiiad forth consider-
able opposition frein citizsris. Thto mnaLter
is cortzainly cite which should ha duait with
,with caro and doliberation by thta councdl.
In ratura for aul extension of the monopoly
of tha cenxpany for twonty five years, it is
proposed Wa raduce te price of gas Le $1.80
net for liiting purposes, and $1.50 net for
cookiug purposes. The period nanted 1.1 a
long Lima, during which ta grant a monopoly.
Ail civic franchises sbould bo kopt wreii in
hand, in case te itizens, trougit the
municipal rulers, shouid sec fit to undertakû
thesa onterprises on their own account at
saina future day. Tihe prica offored by the
co!mpa-y may ha low now, but a year or
two honce it migitt bo very muait too higit,
owing ta pcssibic cheapening af matorial or
of tae proccas of manufacture,

0 0 a

Titasuggestions made by-the Winnipeg
-rac ree-s and The Commercial rogarding
tho contrai af clections by tae courts, hava
beau very favori bly rùceived by the mora
indeporident nawspapers cf te West. 0ur
Qu'Aplaiia axcitangoanys: *TiteWinnipe,-
Commercial and thea Frac Proue hava just muade
soine vory sensible suggestions fcr condnact-
M&g alections whieh ilh b. froc, from tae
taint of political, croakedness and ballot-
stuinhg and party dodges adopted. Titse
journals urge tho goverumant ta place te
conduction af tae ciections in the courts, and
thus froc te= forevor from tha eDntrol cf
any politicai party. It wouid ho very ro-
fresiting ta tha moral sentimant cf the catun-
try to bave our cleotions cecnducted fairiy
and in purt ty; for thora je certainly no
marc dagrading influance at work at preuet
titan the diagraccoful tactics cmployod by
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un.sortpulous, iirofessionai, politicaans of glj
parties-for nona of thani ara frec fron
guiha-who rosort to aitvthin)g from buyig
voteo to stcaiing ballots in order to Rchitv,

la party advantago. If theo Liberr ts ut~ or
an thesa suggestions Lhey ivili carit thogtgi
ituda Of cveryoue Who lias te spc)rk cf ittz
pattiotistu in him.'l

'Wirnfipag Board of Trado.
Tho quarterly meeting' cç the b(arl ;eu

hala Tuasday afternoon,
Tho proqidant rcpoiztot ou ail ti,e utý

tae ouncil sinco the lust golterai lîteîûiDg
giving axplanations of te stops takti iy thé
councti in varions maLters and tho î'n)t<
in which te s3voral orders of bu,QeKq )DI
stood.

Tihe following ivora cected as emsl
tae lx'rd : 0. 11. l1odgera, Ge,). Ps<e

E. Ittby, C. A. Basktrville, D D
B. Ilitchie, W. J. Jlautlnon(i, il
.A. E. Barra, Dan. Gordon, À B ght,J..
Ilargravo, John Stovcl, W. A. 03ak .IL
Stovol and Aid. C. Hf. Wilson.

Tho followînLg rebolutiolis ççt ;aç5bj
flesolvcd that tis Ijuarà w aS:
mo.ststrongly urge oit tLo attt. .otLî.
honorable, tho minister of p)ub'ik iwerl, ib
oxtrcmce advisability exigtin- ti.at the_,p
plemontary estimatesstouhdl>vd aun
tlo construction of tae St. AîJr irsjsb
iniproaoinents; and that activa prah
sitould ha conmaenccd titis spring

Rosolutions werepassed for subiajsjoi
Ltae honorable, tita postmastr.0onlle.-, ù
counection witit ianproved îi.i sericen
thto lino of thte Dauphin raiivay, anda aL;e
the Manitoba eue Nortitwesterni rcihway %en
af Minnedosa.

Instructions %voro given ta ltae ce'jrcjs
preSa th1688 maLtera3 on tae attention oh Li
mnister.

Acommittea w appo"inî a t tale CI
with the posL office ofiiai Lte necesilycl
îîroviding Dow po3t oflice boxes of c Ivr.
siz titan ara now situated tora. lîgi,
compiaincd by saverai. nîmbers o! the kt,)
Ltat Ltc capacîty of Ltae prezFnUt lni ;
enLiroly inadequcto for thoir r"aî inatter.

Thtis committea wiii aie Late* up the rt.
ter cf te heurs now inarked on tht p"fa
latter boxes throughout tae ciL>'. Fr=i
latter roceived front tha post office iicorte,
Winnipeg, iL appears that letter3 are rcte
iectad Iroin tae itxcs in tite city at tk
heurs printod tercon.

A. motion was pcssadl requesti:tg- thoco:-
ci] ta watch nY legislation in regnad toila
lagai rate of interest titat ieiiglt iv b i:tl>
duced itto the bouse of cxnwmons 0,O
tawa dnring Lt csoî

Thto prosidant and secratar>' %ere s'utlo
ized teaig i ta-tto ! h ou~Voterians associatltiofor ta isae> p
oral service medal to Canadian v6lnuts
Whto hava boon on activa Eerç..Co dlr'
Feuiait raids in Canadu.

Tha toule of the LAndon inalket for le
silvor bas bcc lîeavy on sma]] baLoa
rastern demand is quiet, and thera is tii

lasilt te stimulaLe .speculation. Tli.ý
1ork mnrket itas lollowed Loadi)1, StiL0
boca equaliy duit alld inactive. Lxi
prices on April 9 woero: Dindon, 2S;M>
Yorhk, Glze.


