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treasurics do not suffer by reason of tho
vacant lands, ‘Tho beliof that owners of
vacant lands aro holding t} .o lands at prices
which rotard settloment, is not true. Most
holdars of vacant lands in Manitoba are
willing and anxious to sol], at very moderate
prices. In mony cases the lands ave offering
at much less than their original cost. There
is hardly an ownor of uveccupied land in
Manitoba who would not be willing to soll
out at & loss, Holding land has beon any-
thing but a profitablo business, and there is
no reason for tho disposition shown in some
quarters to cstablish a discriminating tax
against such lands. The fact is that most
holders of wild lands aro more to bo piticd
than lemslated against, ‘Thoy aro nut
holders from choics, but because they can-
not sell,

EDITORIAL NOTES

THE announcomoent of the decesion of the
government to push the work of deopening
tho St. Lawrerce canals, will be received
with genoral favoria tho West. Itis now the
intention, wo are told, to have & fuurteen
feet waterway throughout tho St. Lawrence
system by-tho spring of 1899. The deopen-
ing of the St. Lawrenco canals is o matter of
the utmost importance to the West, as upon
tho improvement of this route, more than
any other, doponds the choapening of trans-
portation to and from the West.

* * EY

TiE Manitoba legislature has vory wisely
prohibited the granting of bonuses by muni-
cipal corporations, When it is desired to
give a bonus, a speeial act has to bo obtained
from the legislaturo to legzalizd the muni-
cipal by-law. At tho last session of the
legislature a strong disposition was shown to
opposo the legalizing of bonus by-laws. Tho
bonusing ovil has been held in check in
Manitoba by thise rastrictions, and so long
a3 tho legislature i3 inclinod to refuso to
sanction bonus measures, municipalities will
be protected from the folly of granting
bonuses, which as a rule result unsatisfactor-

ily to all concerned.
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A Calgary paper is strongly urging the
ranchers of the territories not to accept the
prices now boing offered for cattle, on the
ground that prices will Lo higher later on.
Last fall aund wintor, wher wheat was selhing
at comparatively high prices, many Manitoba
papers urged the farmers to huld, as wheat
was suro to reach St por bushel. Those who
took this advico are heavy losers. prices be-
ing now 20to 25 cents per bushel loss than
in tho early part of the season. Giving ad-
vice is soldom a safo thing todo.  As arule
itis best to lot people judgoe for thom-clves,
and then you will make no mistake.

*x * *

Hon. Mr. Fisher, Dominion minister of
agriculture, has very wisely negatived a
motion which proposed that the goverament
should fix an export bounty on butter and
cheoeso. ‘The granting of bounties cannot be
considered otherwise than a viclous agpli-
cation of a vicious systom, whetlLer applicd

is to bo hoped this form of bonusing will not
gain a footing in this country,
* £

It is to bo hoped that the introduction of
tho alion labor bill in Parliament at Ottawa,
does not mean the beginning of a legislative
war betweon Canade and tho United States,
It is truo that our southern neighbors wero
the aggressors in this mattor. It is also
truo that tho now United States tariff bill
posso sscs gomo features, which canunol but
bo oxasperating to Canadinus. At tho same
timo, matters are not likely to be improved
by tho passing of rotalintory measures, but
rathor tho contrary. If this thing keeps on,
it will result in tho declaration of alsoluto
non-intercourse betweon the two countries,
\Vhat a fino spectacle this would be to the
civilized world, It will be an ovil day we
fear, whon Canada begins copying the
selfish legislation of our small-souled neigh-
bors,
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Mz, McLonnan, M, P,, has introduced a
bill at Ostawa to compel railway companies
to soll socond-class return tickets at the sameo
percentage of reduction a3 i3 allowed in tho
caso of first-class return fares, upon trains
carrying first aud second-class passevgers.
The penalty for infringement is placed at
from $5 to S50 for cach offence.

THE proposal tooxtond the franchise of the
Winnipeg Gas Co., has called forth consider-
able opposition from citizens, Tho mattor
is certainly ono which should be dealt with
with care and deliberation by the council,
In return for an extension of the monopoly
of the company for twonty five years, it is
proposed to reduco the price of gasto $1.80
net for lighting purposes, and $1.50 net for
cooking purposes. The period named i3 a
long time, during which to grant a monopoly.
All civic franchises should be kopt well in
hand, in case the citizens, through the
municipal rulers, should seo fit to undertake
thesa onterprises on their own account at
some future day, The prico offered by the
company may be low now, but a year or
two hence it might be very mnuch too high,
owing to pessible cheapening of material or
of tho process of manufacture,

Tho suggestions made by :the Winanipeg
Freo Press and Tho Commercial regarding
the control of elections by the courts, have
been very favors bly received by the more
indopendent nowspapers of the West. OQur
Qu’Appolle exchangn says: **The Winnipeg
Commercial and tae Freo Press have just made
some vory sonsible suggestions for condact-
ing oloctions which will be freo from the
taint of political crookedness and ballot-
stuffing end party dodges adopted. These
journals urgo the governmont to place the
conduction of tho clections in the courts, and
thus Iree them forover from the control of
any political party. It would bo very re-
{freshing to the moral sentiment of tho coun-
try to havo our olections ccnducted fairly
andin purity; for thers i8 certainly no
moredograding influence at work at present

unscrapulous, profossionnl politiciays of gl]
parties—for none of tham are free from
gailo—who resort to anvthing from bugizg
voted to stenling ballots in order to acligrs
‘o prrty advantage.  If the Liberels act gox
on these suggestions they will carn tho gy
itudo of overyous who has the spark o(bt:c,
patrivtism in him,”?

Winnipsg Board of Trads,

The quarterly meoting of the boar) wss
held Tuesday afternoon,

Thoe proesidont reported ou all thy actsgf
tho council sinco the last goneral l;l('etibg
giving oxplanations of tho stops takey by th;
council in various matters and the poaiticy
in which tho saveral orders of buwines pyy
stood.,

The following were clested as mumbers o
the beard: G. IL Rodgers, Geo. Plavtey, J,
E, Ruby, C. A. Baskerville, D D Wai g
B, Ritchio, W, J. Ilammond, [, A ¥un
A, E. Barre, Ban, Gordon, A B sht, J. g
Hargravo, John Stovel, W. A, Blask, 6.1
Stovel and Ald. C. H. Wilson.

Thoe following resolutions waa passy
Resolved that this buard Jw.uab»asu
moststrongly urge on tho att.rtiinefpe
honorable, tho minister of pub'ic works, iy
extremo advisability existing that theszp
plementary estimatesshould provideasumiy
tho constraction of tho St. Androw's Ragh
improvements; and that active operatis
should bo commenced this spring.

Resolutions were passed for submisieny
the hororable, the postmaster-genens), iy
connoction with improved tuui servieegy
the lino of the Dauphin railway, and aloe
the Manitoba and Northwestern railway v
of Minnedosa.

Instructions wers given to the counely
press theso matters on tho attention of
mpister,

A committes was appointed to take 3]
with the post offico officinls the necessityd
providing new post office boxes of a lupe
sizo than aro now situated there. Iiwy
complained by saveral mombers of the ber)
that the capacity of tho present bosesw
entirely madequate for their r:ail matter,

This committeo will al:o take up therat
ter of the hours now arked on the pustd
lotier boxes throughout the city, Froms
lettor received from the post offico inspecst,
Winnipeg, it uppears that lotters are neted
lected from the boxes in tho cityat e
hours printed thercon.

A motion was passed requesting thoe
cil to watch any legislation in regardtoth
logal rate of interest that mught bo ity
duced into the house of c.mmmons at
tawa during the session,

. Tho president and  seerotary were aube
ized to siga the vetition of the Volozee
Veterians® association for the issacofagy
eralservico medal to Canadian volotes
who bave boen on astive service duiy
Fenian raids ia Canadu.
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Silver.

The tone of the Xondon marke! for i
silvor has been heavy on small batas
Eastern demand isquiet, and thero ety
in sight to stimulate speculation. Thde
York markat has followed Londop, acils
boen cquaolly dull and  inactive. S
prices on April 9 were: London, 2533

H

to agriculturo products or manufactures, It

than the disgraceful tactics omployed by

York, G1fc.




