e ——er

4 T Prixtgs

charging us 2 cents per mile. We believe that, unless this rate
were reduced to 1 4 cents, that it would be almost as well to with.
deaw aur arrangeraent with the railways, «s & great many members
are able to make much betler private arrangements. \We do nat
fect that this would weaken the Association, as a member who
clings to it merely for the sake of the 2.cent per mile rate is not
one who adds much strength to such a frarernity as ours.

The year 1848 has, so far as we can sce, been one of the
most prosperous in the history of Canadian journalism, Publishers
have increased the value of their papers and have made improve-
wments in such a way that revenues have been materially increased.

W. S, DIsGMAN,
15t Vice-President,

RAILWAY PRIVILEGES.

Mr. McGillicuddy asked that the secretary-treasurer give
the association some information in reference to the existing
arrangement with the railway companies, in order that the
members might discuss the clause relating thereto intettigemly.,

Mr. John A, Cooper stated that the executive committee
for the past four or five years had felt that the association ought
10 receive more consideration from the railway companies than
is piven 10 any ather person connected with the press, in the way
of canvassing and subscription agents. * There are men engaged
in that work who get better rates from the railway companies,
through the office in which they are employed, than are given to
the members through the association.  IT one of the primary
objects of the association is to secure for its members special
rasdway privileges, the association, therefore, fails at that point
because it does ot secure anything special. 1tis a very common
thing for members to say to me, when renewing certificates, that
they do not amount to anything as they had not used it all the
previous year, as they have certificates direct from the railway
company. 1 must notify the railway companies of every certifi-
cate 1 issue, and the association certiticate must be drawn up in
the eaact wording 1aic down by them. The Quebec men seem to
have a great many more privileges than we have, on the Grand
Trunk railway, the Canadian Pacitic railway, the Iotercolonial
and the smaller roads.  [a view ¢ the fact that the ceruficate
issued by 1he association confers po material advamage upon
the holder, which cannot be obtained in another way, it scems
to me that we might as well abandon the present arrangements
with the railway companies.  We could then frame a certificate
which would be more dignified and which would be of vatue to
members when traveling abroad, or even in the Province.  The
present arrangement does not seem to me to be worth main-
taining, as we have to observe the regulations obscerved by the
railways and get nothing in return.”

The Chairman:  “1 have had certificates wndered to me
by the railway company, for all the employes of my office, at
the two-cent rate.”

Me W, Ireland:  ** Is it not a fact that the railway com-
panies are beginning to think we are their servamts 2 The rail
way companies are now sending out contracts for advertising,
which contain a condition that the company shall be at liberty
to cancel it if the paper criticized the railway unfairly or
unjustly, and the compaay is the jugge of the fairness or other-
wise. In other words, they have established a censorship
over us.”

Mr. Ircland : ¥ We, as an association, will only be doing our
duty if we let the railways understand we can get along  with-
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out them, and that, if they don’t treat the public as they ought
to, they will get it in the neck.  When pong home, 1 have to
spend twenty-one hous in a countey hotel on the way, because
the railway companies won't give connection,”

Mr. Fawcett: ¢ In my opinion, we should not ask the rail-
ways for any favors atall, I dow’t believe in passes beaing given
to memburs of Parliament, or newspapermen, cither.  ‘They
should be left in an independent position and free to criticize
the companies,”

Mr. J°F Clark @ s it the intention to abandont his two-
cent rate and pay three cents, unless we can gt a better rate
than two cente? My impression s, that while a great many
members get a two-cent rate irrespective of this  associa-
tion, there are a great humber who do not. and would have to
pay three cents per mile if this arrangement 1s abrogated.  Per-
sonally, T always carry two centificates, erther one of which
eutitles me 1o a two-cent rate, but 1 know a weekly publisher
who does not get a two-cent rate, and he is about to join this
association for that amony gther reasons. Iam in favor of a
two.cent or a ouneand--halfcent rate, if we can get it, and
because T travel on thar tate, 1 do not regard myself as bound
to the railway companies. 1 take advantage of anything they
offer, and 1 criticize them just the same.”

Mr. Phillips, Ottawa : “When the two-cent rate was first
given to the press, it was in recognition of the assistance they
gave the railways, and was much lower than the rate given to
anyone else.  Since then, others have obtained the same rate,
and, as the services which the press render to the railway com-
pantes generally are in no wise less valuable now than they were
then, 1 think it is quite proper for us to ask to have it reduced
in the same proportion as the rates have been reduced to
others.”

The matter was, on motions of Messrs. Pattullo and
McGillicuddy, r¥erred ‘o the committee on resolutions,

St Ck.. ARY-TREASURER'S REPORT.

Mr. Johw : Cooper read the repornt of the secretary-
treasurer ¢s follo s :

Mg, Prestnexce axo Meupers, ~During the past year the
expenses of the association have been comparatively light, as the
increased amount on hand shows,

The receipts show a slight decrease. There were 163 certificates
issued in 1898, as against 17gin 1897 and 161 in 1896, The
annual report cost more than in the previous year, on account of
the introduction of some new matter. In spite of these two
features, the financial position of the association is more favorable
than at any time during the past six years.

The detailed statement for 1898 is as follows:

RECEIITS.

On hand from 1897...........
Advertising in Annual Report -

\Varwick Bros. & Rutter. .........& 5 00
Canada Paper Covuvrenervanenn 10 00
MacLean MublishingCo,...uo.votn. 5 00
Toronto Type Foundry........ .e.. 10 00
Miller & Richard............ oo 15 00
E. B. Eddy Co.......ioevitvvhe. 10 00

55 oo

Receiptsfrom fees.... .......... cieeeas 336 oo

Interest .... ....oo.... Caraser e . 1 87




