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CURRENT TRADE CONDITIONS.
ONTARIo.

The trade rettirns of thle )omtinion for
lie seven months ended Jantuiry 31st
ast show a large increase botih in mnuports

and exports, titan whici no bette: prool
of the improved comnercial conditions
of the country can be fotun<i. Whte
lumînber has been a small factor in recent

exports, owing 10 navigation beîng closed,
the early spring wil. no doubt witness a
revival of shipping to European countries

and a noderate trade withgt the UIted
States. The eastern iaiket is now short

of grades of white pîne suitable for box
;ttaking, which is restilting in sprt.c
being substituted %n sor e instances.

TIroughout Ontario there is a large
ainottnt of prospective bu-lting. Retaîl
dealers are alreaîly exiîiien nma demtian
for builing Imaterial, and ti turn are

placing oiders for sucl stock as is in ittlit

suîply. Preseit indications justify the
prdiction that tle year wil be charac-

terzed by a large local consumption of

titber for railwa y nork, brndbCs, hlarbor

improventents, tac. In antother coltlin

îs iccorded a saleof over 1,000,000 leet

for ts iw intrs ovînrci n brge I
Ottawn. *rite season is ceriainly opeiltng

fav

v wN

orably for local traites whlile tihe Oui- a n
îk for thte expnrt businîess is not par. Tlh

ilarly gloiy. As tie inter advances be

e scarcity of dry hardwoods becomes re

ore pronounced. Soft elm teads in mi

int of demand, but as no stocks of any
count are available, trade is necessaurily
stricted. This lunber seems to be
owing in favor, and mst comniand a tir

ill higher price in the near future. Asli ce

also firm and frequently asked for. ce

QtjuEiRc ANI) Nrw niRUNSWIC. m

Representatives of Quebec houses now is

Great Britain are said to have suc- is

eeded in placng some contracis at fig- w

res which conipare favorably with those p
btaned last year. Whdie spruce gener- e

Ily is weaker, it las not affected the St. a
awrence production in the same measure m

s that of New Brtnswick, and to some e

xtent the stock is finding sale in the ti

sual channels. Last week two vessels ti

aded from Si. John with lumber, one for :

larbadoes and the other for Buenos b
yres. About one nillion feet was also fi

hipped to Great Britain per tegular liners. t

Nt the present tine there is no buying, 2
nd quotations cannot be givetn.

tisITt srAi PS. c

An advance in the price of corn, pro- a

duced in immense quantities in the tmiddle
nd western suates, has further increased
he prosperity of that section -f country.
Farmers are disposing of thteir holdings,
and titis is putting in circulation mucli
noney which will prove of great benefit
to the luniber trade. The novenent of
luniber is gradually swelling, and dry
stocks are being bought tp quite freely.
Slightly higher prires are ruling, although
no substantal advance ias as yet been
made. The eastern miaiket dues not ex.

itbit the sate activity as the west. Titis,
however, miglit be cxpected, as the imi-
proveient imvartably comnienres with the
larimitng coinuity and extends to the
ianufact ring districts. 'l'e feeling
tlroutglntt the Cast is very lop;efttl.
Dealers report a numiber ot inqîtiries for
stock, particularlv front tie box factories
and for railway construction. A notice-
able feature is ste increasing deinand for
sp.rure for ion' iaking, wlinlch lis piol>
ably resilted froim the Iighter prw es asked
fori îtepmc.thitetut oftlhc sam

Holdlers of stock ate also firnm in theitr le-

miands, and show no itancety to sell unlcss

ai site prices asked Eastern dealers
have been purchasing ligl'ly for spr:ig
shiliment, and the next fen c eeks is likely
to develol siout large coitrats. New
\'ork, :\1bttiy ind l'hilaIclpltin reports

"oe stron"g den d forhdwosere is a vast antunt of car building

ng done, and every prospect 01 a large
quirenent for the spting trade. A
arking up of prices is ilterefore talked of.

FOREIGN.

The consuniption of wood goods con-
nues steady in the British markets, and
far as tihis branch of the trade is con-
rned, no complants are heard. The
eather is conducive to outside work, and
ore than the average volume of building
in progress. 1 lie denmand thus created
gradually reducing the heavy stocks

hich were held at somte of the ports,
articularly at London, and is also bright-
ning the outlook for spîing gonds to
rrive. Importers are buytng a little
ore freely, but agents are still e\per-
nctng difliculty n placing any large con-
acts for ordinary lines of goods. On
he east coast the most active buying is
eported. There red pine and spruce are
emng sold where Baltic goods were
ormerly used, owing to the higli pice of
he latter. It is understood that nearly
0,000 standards, principally of 2 and 234
x 6 and 69, have been placed at 6L 15s
.i-f. to the east coast of England, and
Iso in Holland, Beigium and Germany.
While values are not weakening, no effort
has been made to secure an advance, in
lie face of heavy stocks of spruce avail-
ible for spring shipment. There is a
firmer tone of the market reported from
Australia.

STOCKS AND PRICES.

Te R. Laidlaw Co., Toronto, are in
the mtarket for one and one-half mnch hard
maplC.

The city of Wimnpeg ias accepted the
tender of T. E. Robnson for the annual
supply of luimber.

ite city of Brockville, Ont., will slortly
invite ittdcrs for thec annual sîtîpiy of

lumtîber requred by the corporation.
the wlnour Co. expect to start thteir

Canoe Lake midl about M-ay bat. The cut
of next season will probably reach 60,-
ooo,000 teet. They n0w have twClve
camps at wvork on thteir itits.

A dispatclh front St. ?sartirîs, N. B.,dated Il'ehtuary i4tlt, sa>s *I'le Pst

wveek att imense quantty of deals and
pitng has been l et.ttd to the nharves
hiete, readîy (tir shipmnent early mn the
sptriitg. I t ib e,Itttatctl Itat tîte C'it tIis
spinter svill anottit ti aboit eght n"1l1ton

ry. A. i. lhuiy Austin, of Montreal,
lias sccured the contract to suIpply :l thte
<imlienson timber, of %hite pne and lien-
lork. fnr oont filt tiiderirtctîite atd
bridge floorang of thte new inzerprovinciaî


