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ing the supremacy of Provincial rights; u~nd that the course
pursued by a Mînister of Justice with respect to petitions for
the digailowance of a statute of the type under discussion should
bc decided by these consideratione. This view, it may be pointed
eut, is in accord with the opinion of Sir John Macdonald, (see
Subdivision IL., ante), that etatlites ivhieh <affect the interest
of the Dominion generally' nîay preperly be disaliowed.

C. B. L,%A&.

THE SOUTII AFIiICAN ACT Oh' UNION.

lIt iG ncarly fifty years sincee the representatives of the oldvr
provinees now forniing this Doiiiiuiion were engaged in the diffi-
cuit task of seking te reeoneiie the seeinîngly antagonistie inter-
ests, w'hichi at tumes appearcd to be about to miake a federation
impossible. That sueh wiâs acceiuplished. and that, with. f <'xi

modifications, it has stood the teqt of tirne, is.no sînal tribute te
these engaged iii the coriferences n'hich terîuinated ln the federa-
tien cf nearly ail thin provinces of I3ritish North Anieriea.

Forty years Inter the federal gov-,irmuient of Canada lent its
aid towards the restering of equiiibrium iii a group of other
colonies in South iAfriea, geographieally cennected but net feder-
atcd. The simuilarities anîd dissinîiiarities hotween thoee colonies
and our ewn original provinces on the questions of race, divergent
intcrests, state riglits as opposed to national rights, the franchise,
and the requirements cf inutual aid te bring united 8trength, are
tee well known. te need, comment here, and it was net strange that
those disunited, L-olonies, reeognizing the clifficulties that iay
before theni, shouid cast about fer the case which ningt nearly
paralieled thei." own. and seek frein that model te mouid a con-
stitution. Their draft Act of UTnion is now reeeiving the sanie
careful consideration at Pretoria as the proposed Canadian Act of
Union reeeived frein "<The Fathers of Cenfederation,"

The draft Act may be desribed as a compromise between
union and federation. lit bears very many resemblanees te the
British North Amierica Act, and for that rea8en, if for ne Cther,


