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sance, that exquisite îvork of the great days of
Elizabeth, the only r-cmaining builýding wbcre a

Play of Shakespearc's %vas prescntcd to the
Qucen, the Court, and bis contiporaries, that

rnatcbless rcli<- is the hall of ain Inn of Court.
Threc bundreci an-d ten )-cars bave incllowed the

glo of its blazoned windows, and~ the quaint

fancy of its oaken scrcen, the frctted beamis of
UtS roof, and the faîces of the kings and sages of
the laýv in tht- paintings on its walls. A inan

ývho is necither a herald nor an usthte mlay PCi-

"nit hinmsclf a Nvcak <-orner in bis intcrests for
that long roll of lawvyers wbosc arnms andi por-
traits people the four hIns of Court. Tbere is

110 Collection of portraits with so higb a standard
of Power, dignity, acutcness, and patience. And
tbe ermnine and scarlet of the judgcs is, pcrbaps,
the one living b)it of noble mediýeval costume
Whicb bas surviveci the storfli of miodemn inno-
vation.

It was no lawyer, but a poCt and the friend of
Shakespeare, vho called the Inus of Court "tbe

nOblcst nurseries of bumanity and liberty in the
kingdon, ; " and if tbis were poetic exaggeration
of rare old Ben, it remnains most t rue, that tbe
Part tbey bave played in literature and politics

i8hl le than their part in law. Strike out
Of E nglisb poetry and prose, out o>f dramna, fic-
tion and essay, strike out of tbe bistory of our
Parliamient and of our (;ovcrniient, ail niembers
of the Ilins and the associations of the înns, ai-id
the blank would lbe serious indeed. A library

Would bardly tell the tale of tbose wbho flourished,
ai-d of aIl that was donc within tbcse precincts
of the ' aw. Scores of streets and alleys occti-
Pied the site of tbe present Courts of justice, and
the alh nais of eacb single street, and sometiies
'If a s ingle bouse, would almost fi11 a volume. Iu
Spite of jests and quarrels, the public bas ever
taken kindly to tbe law, and yet more kindiy to
the lawyers ; from Shakespeare to Goldsmvitb,

fromn Bacon down to Tbackeray and Dickens,
Our- literature is saturated with tbe local colour-
ing of Gray's Inn and the Tenmple, and of tbe
COtIimunities out of which have issued 50 many

Of our statesmen, philosophers, teachers and
Poets.

And the public instinct is truc wbcn it feels
that the societies of the law and the 'institutions
Of justice, which have in the past a histôry 50
ricb and great, arc about to begin a ncw life
Undernfew and ampler conditions. Vast as the

antquiy o Enri: law bas now becomie, it bas

not î'ct î-eachcd the thirteen centuries of Roman

1aw~ proper ; and the era of Justinian, which

seemced at the timie to be the end of that unpar-

alleled growvth, wvas itself, we can sec nov, but

tbc bcginning of another epoch of thirteen cen-

turies, wherein thc Romian law has sînce, with

its rival the Eng lisb, comnpleteiy encircled the

cjvilized îvorld. Therc is untold work, yet before

the Engý,lish lawyer ; whole mounitains of obstruc-

tion andi obsolete inatter to level ;areas of con-

solidation to clear, compared to wbicb the task

of Trcbonian was ;an everyday thing. But the

Roman law bad lasted for near a thousand

years, it had outlived even ail that in govcrfl-

ment î%'as free, and ail tbat in philosophy and

literature Nvas brilliant, aud it was stili in the

maturity of its career, rent by anomalies as deep,

as an), in our laîv to-day, as decply encumbered

witb antique forms, as mucb laden with the

masses of its own learning, and as far as we are

now from its own ideal of symmetery and cie-

gance. And in spite of its thousand years of

life, it hiad youth and strength enough to spare

to compiete its task to the end, so that, in the

issue, the last ýýears of its mnighty career in the

old world Nvere the grandest of ail ; and the

%-ork of J stinian bas impressed the imagination

of mnankind more than the %vork of aIl preceding

legisiators or jurists. Few will tbink that the

civ'ilized world and the rising Christianity of the

early Middle Ages would ever have perfectly ab-

sorbcd the Roman Iaw, if tbey ever bad it

offered themi in'its primitive instead of in its

final formi.

l'le Englisbi la"' bas had a career not wholly

unlike tbe Roman. It bas cast out its arcbaisms;

it bas built up its equity into a vast but elastic

fabric ; it bas recast its judicial organization, its

procedure, its formulas ; it bas at length fused

its lawv and equity, and bas abolisbed tbe con-

fluet of its own tecbnicalities and fictions. It at

last bas a judicial machinery iii fuli barmony

witb tbe times and their practical needs. But

it retains some structural anomalies of rcally

special importance ; it bas littie that can be caîl-

cd symimetry; and it almost despairs of consoli-

dation. The English law, in fact, is nearly in

the sanie stage of its history tbat the Roman

law was in the epo 'cb of its maturity, but before

the great consolidation of lustinian and bis im-

mediate predecessors. It is a Iauighable phrase
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