PREFACE

My purpose, in the searches for material which led to the
present volume, has been to give as complete an account as it
lay in my power to do, of the beginnings and growth of the
Canadian post office, with which I was associated for thirty-
six years. As my studies progressed, however, I found it would
be necessary to widen my field.

The Canadian post office did not come into being as an inde-
pendent organization. It was but the extension into newly-
acquired territories, of a system which had been in operation
for nearly three-quarters of a century, with well-established
modes of admi istration. Obviously, either reference should
be made to well-known works on the older colonial postal system,
or an account of it must be attempted in this volume.

Although careful studies of some aspects of this history have
been made, this part of colonial history has, on the whole, re-
ceived less of the attention of students than has been devoted
to throwing light upon other phases of that history; and, what
was important for my purpose, little has been done in the way
of describing the relations between the colonial postal system
and the general post office in London, to which it was subordinate.

The materials for this portion of the history are to be found
in the records of the general post office, London, the British
Museum, and in the journals of the colonial legislatures. A very
interesting document is Franklin’s Account Book, which is in the
Boston Public Library.

The materials for the history of the post office in the provinces
now composing the Dominion of Canada, are in the records of the
general post office, the larger portion of which have been tran-
scribed for the Public Archives of Canada; in the correspondence
between the colonial governors and the colonial office, which can
be found either in the original or in transcripts in the Public
Archives, and in the Journals of the Provincial Legislatures.

In the preparation of the chapter on the postal service of
Newfoundland, I had the advantage of a rather close acquaint-
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