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mix)'!"!) nf Sim nnonnvpiihim, in nnj, laii-

tilde ;1 1" Pi', ii|i|ili'-i, [M'ar-t, iilmn-', ti;.''*, oniii-

(fiw, yrii()('-i, |n'nrlii'^, iiiiil |Mimi'i;riiiiiili'<,

^rrowiii;; Iniriilu'r sviili tlic |i1iintiiln, Ikimmiiii,

CdciKiiiiif, MiiXi"*''"'""*" '""'I imliifo, nil yit'ld-

iti;; Iriiit ill iiliiiiuiiiiu'c mill <>! cxri'iliMit

(jiiiility. lliiiiilKililt iiioiitioiH llio iillvi'iijl of

(.'MiifMriiiii iH t'ljiiiil Id tliiit of AikIiiIiimIii, iiiuI

the will!' like llmt nl' tjic Caimry hImiiU

At iircsciil. Iiiit little rinnitiiHol' tlio lii^li unci

vnriiiiiK ciiltiviition wliicli liiul U'ow iiltaiiu'ii

at tlic inisnidiM. IfmltT tlio mild iiiul palcr-

linl iidiniiiiHtralion id' tlio " t'alhers," tin' di)-

cilo cliiirartcriir tlit> liulinnx was niado availa-

ble for IiiImh', and tliotiHandrt were oinployed

in llio fields, the orclmrdi<, niul the vineyardH.

At prewMit, lint little of tlii>* Conner cultiva-

tion ix Hi'en. The fertile vnlloyn iire ovor-

jrrown with wild inimtnrd ; vineynrdu and

olivo orclianlH, decayed nnd neglected, nro

arnoHK the reniainini; ve«ti({os ; only in wime
places du xs'e nee tlio ovidenccH of what t!io

country in capalile. At Han Bueiiavontiirn

we found the olive treen, in January, bendinj^

under the weight of nei;lected fruit ; and the

nilHHion of San I.uIh {)ijinpo (latitude 36°) in

Btill diHtinj^iiished for the excellencu of itH

oliveH, considered llnor nnd larger than those

of the Mediternincnn.

The prtMhutions of the south differ from
those ot the north nnd of the middle. Grapes,

olives, Indian corn, linvn been its Btnplcs,

with many usHimilnted fruits nnd grains. To-
bacco has ken ri'cently introduced nnd the

unifonn suminer heat which follows the wet
season, nnd is uninterrupted by rain, would
make the southern country well udaptcd to

cotton. Wheot is the first product of the

north, where it always constituted the prin-

clpl cnltivirtion of the missions. This promi-
ses to be the {Train prowing region ot Cali-

fornia. Tim moisture of the coast seems
particularly suited to the potato and to the

vegetables common to the United States,

which grow to an extraordiiury size.

Perhaps few parts of the world can pro-

duce in such perfection so great a variety of

fruits and grains as the large nnd vnrious re-

gion inclosing the boy of Snn Francisco,

nnd drained by its waters. A view of the

map will show that region and its great

extent, comprehending the entire valleys of
the Sacramento and San Joaquin, and the

whole western slope of the Sierra Nevada.
General phrases fail to give precise ideas,

and I have recourse to the notes in my jour-

nal to show its climate nnd productions by
the test of the thermometer and the state of
the vegetable kingdom.

VALLEYS OF THE SACRAMENTO AMD SAK JOA-

QUIN.

Tliese valleys nro one, discriminnted only

kgr the names of the rivers which traverse it.

It H a "ini^le vall^v

—

n ningle geojjniphinii

liiriiiiiticin— iieir ftuo niilen King, lymtT at tin?

western Ixisi- of the Sierra Nevtwl i, and be-

tween It and the ciNist riin>|e i iiinl.iins,

and sirelcliintf acrtws llie lieud nt tim b^y
ol Sun Francisco, with which a ihlia ot

twenty-live miles roiiin'cts it. The two
rivers, San Joa(|iiin and Sucinineiito, rise nt

o|i|)OT.iti> eiids<ir this long valley, receive iiu-

nieroiis strenins, iimiiy of tlicin IkiM rivers,

from the Sierra Nevada, Imt e tlieiiiselves

navigable rivers, (low toward each other,

meet half way, and enter the buy of Sun
Francisco totfetiier, in the region of tide

water, iiiiiking a continuous water lino from
one end to the other.

The valley of the Sun Joaquin is ulxiut

.100 miles long nnd (iO broad, iK-tween the

slopes of the const moiinlain and the Sierra

Nevada, with a general elovution of only n

few hundred feet aliove the level of the sea.

It presents a variety of soil, from dry and
unproductive to well watered and luxuriantly

fertile. The eastern (which is the fertile)

side of the volley is interceded with numer-
ous streams, forming largt ;r,id very bciutiful

Inittoms of fertile) land, i,(K)ded principally

with white crnka (i/un-cu: limiri^liimla, Torr.

nnd Frem.) in open groves of Imndsonio

trees, often five or six feet in diameter, ond

sixty to eighty feet high. Only the larger

streams, wtiich are fifty to one hundred nnd
fifty yards wide, nnd uruin the upper parts

of the mountains, pass entirely across the

valley, forming the Tulare lakes and the San
Joaquin river, which, in the rainy season,

make a continuous strenm from the fiead of

the valley to the bay. 'Y\\cfml hills of the

Sierra Nevada, which limit the valley, make
a woodland country, diversified with undu-

lating grounds and pretty valleys, and woter-

cd witn numerous small (Iroams, which
reach only n few miles beyond the hills, the

springs which supply them not being copious

enough to cnrry them across the plains.

These aflbni many advantageous spots for

farms, making sometimes large bottoms of

rich moist land. The rolling surface of the

hills presents sunny exposures, sheltered

from the winds, and having n highly favora-

ble climate and suitable soil, nro considered

to be well adapted to the cultivation of the

grape, and will probably become the princi-

pal vine growing region of California. The
uplands bordering the valleys of the largo

streams are usually wooded with evergreen

onks, nnd the intervening plains are timbered

with groves or l)clts of evergreen and whiie

oaks among prairie and open land. The
surface of the valley consists of level plains

olong the Tulari lakes and San Joamun
: river, changing into undulating and rolling

groimd nearer the foot hills of the moun-
tains.
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