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Provincial Authority, affecting any Eight or Privilege of the

Protestant or Koman Catholic Minority of the Queen's Subjects

in relation to Education.

(3.) In case any such Provincial Law as from Time to Time seems to

the Governor General in Council requisite for the due Execution

of the Provisions of this Section is not made, or in case any

Decision of the Governor General in Council on any Appeal

under this Section is not duly executed by the proper Provincial

Authority in that Behalf, then and in every such Case, and as

far only as the Circumstances of each Case may require, the

Parliament of Canada may make remedial Laws for the due

Execution of the Provisions of this Section and of any Decision

of the Governor General in Coimcil under this Section.
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Extract from Commons Hansard, 1870.

The following is the debate and the division on the motion for its adoption

in the Parliament of Canada:

—

Mr. Oliver moved that the Educational Clause be struck out.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau hoped the amendment would not be carried. It

was desirable to protect the minority in Manitoba from the great evil of

religious dissensions on education. There could be no better model to follow

in that case than the Union Act, which gave full protection to minorities. It

was impossible to say who would form a majority there, Protestants or Catho-

lics. If the population were to come from over the seas, then the Protestants

would be in a majority. If, as had been asserted, Manitoba was to be a French
preserve, then the Catholics would be a majority. He did not care which,

because he desired only to see the new province freed from discussions which
had done so much injury in the old provinces of Canada. They presented a

problem to the whole world, and the question was, could two Christian bodies,

almost equally balanced, be held together under the British Constitution. He
believed that problem could we worked out successfully.

Hon. Mr. McDougall, M.C, said the effect of the clause, if not struck

out, would be to fix laws whicli the Local Legislature could not alter in future,

and that it would be better to leave the matter to local authorities to decide, as

in the other provinces. He quite agreed with his hon. friend in giving the

same powers to this province as the others, and it was for that reason that he

desired to strike out the clause.

Hon. Sir George E. Cartier referred to the manner in which the Eed
River coiintry had been settled, and grants of land which had been made to the

clergy for the purposes of education.

Mr. Mackenzie was prepared to leave the matter to be settled exclusively

by the Local Legislature. The British Xorth America Act gave all the pro-

tection necessary for minorities; and local authorities understood their own
local wants better than the General Legislature. It was his earnest desire to


