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And his example and fuccefs with regard to one
duty in fpecialy may be of great ufe to both minifters

and private chriftians : I mean the duty of fecret

fading. The reader has feen how much Mr. Brai-

nerd recommends this duty, how frequently he ex-

ercifed liimfelf in it, and of what great benefit it evi.

dently was to his foul. Among all the days he fpent

in fecret fafting and prayer, there is fcarce an in-

ftance of one, ^ut what was attended with appa-
rent fuccefs, and a remarkable blefling, in fpeciaL

incomes and confolations of God's fpirit. But it

mud be obferved, that when he fet about this duty
he did it in good earned ; ** ftirring up himfelf to

take hold of God," and " continuing inftant in

prayer." with much of the fpirit of Jacob, who faid

to the angel, " i will not let thee go, except thou
blefs me."

V. One thing more may be obferved in the pre-

ceding account of Mr. Brainerd ^r and that is the

remarkable difbofal of divine providence, with refpe^

t" ii,": cir,. ft/, ^css Oi his la.^ JScine/s and death,

' nough ;:^ had been long infirm, his conftitution

being much broken by his fatigues and hardfliips

;

and though he was often brought very low by ill-

nefs, yn his life was preferved, till he had feen that

whi6h he had fo long and greatly defired^ a glorious

work of grace among the Indians.

And though it was the pleafure of God, that he
ihould be taken off from his labours among that peo-

ple, who were fo dear to him ;, yet this was not be-

fore they were well inftru6ted in the chriftian reli-

gion, confirmed and fixed in the chriftian faith and
manners, formed into a church ; brought into a good
way with refpeft to the education of children ; col-

lected in a town by themfelves, on a good piece of

land of their own ; and introduced into the way of

living by hufbandry. Thefe things were but juft

brought to pafs by his indefatigable application, and
then he was taken off from his work. If this had
been but a little fooner, they would by no means

bavei


