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for public entcriiinments, con-

certs of niufic, bails, and aflem-

blics.

'Jliough the city was put under
the government of a mayor, &c.
in 1665, it was not regularly in-

corporated till 1686. Since that

time feveral charters have been
pafTcd : the laft was grunted by
Governor Montgomerie, on the

25th of January, 1730,
It is divided into 7 wards, and

is under the government of a

mayor, recorder, 7 aldermen, and
as many artillants, or common-
council men.
The north-eaftern part of New-

York-Ifland is inhabited princi-

pally by Dutch farmers, wiio

have a fmall village there called

Harlem, pleafantly fituated on a

flat,cultivated for the city-markets.

The province of New-York is

not fo populous as fome have ima-

gined. Scarce a third part" of it

IS under culti'/ation- The colony

of New - York contains about

250,000 inhabitants, the grecleft

part of v.hom are dtfcencit.d from

the Dutch. The exports of this

colony confift chiefly of grain,

flour, pork, fkins, furs, &c. Thole
to Great-Biitain, beforo the prc-

fent difturbances, amounted, an-

nually, to 526,0001. and the im-
ports from thence 531,000!.

Englifli is the mort prevailing

language in New'York, but iiot a

little corrupted by the Uuich dia-

led, which is ftill fo much ule.i in

fome counties, that the fhcriffs

And it difficult to ob'ain perfons

fiifficiently acquainted with the

Knglifh tong\ie, to ferve as jurors

in the courts of law.

The manners of the people dif-

fer as well as their language. Jn

Suffolk and Queen's county, the

firfV Tettlers of which were cither

natives of Kngland, or the inime-

diatc defctndants of fuch as be-

gun the plantations in the eaflcrn

colonies, their cuHoms are fimilar

to thofe prevailing in the linglirti

counties irom whence they oti-
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finally fprung. In the city of
New-York, through their inter-

courfe with the Europeans, they
follow the London falhions ; tho*

by the time they adopt them they
become difufed in England. Their
affluence, during the late war, in-

troduced a degree of luxury in

tables, drefs, and furniture, with
which they were before unac-
quainted. But ftill they are not
fo gay a people as their neighbours
in Lofton, and feveral of the
fbuthcrn colonies. The Dutch
counties, in fome meafure, follow

the example of New-York, but

ftill retain many modes peculiar

to the Hollanders.

The city of New-York confifts

principally of merchants, fliop-

keepers, and tradcfmen, who fuf-

tain the reputation of punctual

and fair dealers. With refpeift to

riches, there is not fo great an
inecjuality amongft them, as is

common in Bollon, and fome
other places.

1 lie inhabitants of this colony

are in general heahhy and robult,

taller, but /};orter lived than Eu-
ropeans, and, both with rcfpcift to

their niitids and bodies, arrive

fooner to an age of maturity.

Breathing a ferene dry air, they

are more fprightly in their natural

temper;; than the people of Eng-
land, and hence inftances of fuicide

are here very uncommon. Few
phyllcians fttilcd at New - York
are eminent for their (kill. Quacks
abound like locufls in Egyi't, and
loo many of them have recom-

mended tlumfelves to a full prac-

tice and profitable fubfiftence.

This is the !efs to be wondered at,

as tlie profefhon is under no kind

of n-gulation. I.oud as the call

is, thev have no law to prute^ the

lives of the King's fubje(ns from

the malprad^iceof pretenders. Any
man at his pleafure fcts up for

phyfician, apothecary, and chirur-

geon. No candidates arc either

examined or licenced, or cvea

fworn to lair praCiicc


