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and the Ohio and Cherokee with the Miflifippi. If thig

is not done, will they not again attack our remote forts,

and fecure the palTcs to our moft fertile fcttlcrncnts ?

Will they not, by mean's of thefe rivers, open a com-

munication with the Canadians, which might caufc fre-

quent infurrcclions and difturbances there, if we have

not a proper difciplined force to overawe them ?

With regard to any future attempts from the French

in Louifiana on the fide of the Ohio, can our fort at

Pittfburg cv'jr anfwcr the purpofe of an e(Fe(Elual bar-

rier, when, at the fmall diftance of two hundred and

lifty miles from the capital of Penfylvania, confidering

that tl}(7t river flows upward of 1200 miles from thence

bef )re it falls into the Miffifippi ? Can it be thought it

will prove the leaft fecurity againft future encroachments

or hoftllities in the colonies of Penfylvania and New-
York ? Might not our enemies, with the greateft

(acility, polTefs themfelves of the whole river to the

weft of that port, without any obftruftion from the

garrifon ? If the garrifon fhould happen to be cut

ofF from the fort, or the enemy be ftrong enough to

block it up, or lay fiegc to it (which there is no doubt

they would) mull it not fall an eafy prey before any

reinforcement could get to it ? and that done, might

they not again depopulate and ravage our frontier fettle-

ments, and carry fire and fword into the heart of our co-

lonies ? and, in our endeavours to retake this fort, would

not the difficulties we (hould have in marching an army,

and conveying the neceflary baggage and artillery

over the mountains, render them able to baffle our

attempts, and maintain their ground there three

or four campaigns, as they have done this war ?

^ut, it they (hould find it neceffary to abandon

'«


