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A^ !>• Britifh fleet, in conii'^mpt of the lawa of nationi

*^^ ' and the faith of treaties, began to commit the

moft violent hoftilities againlt the (hips of his

Majefty, and the navigation and commercf* of hi*

fubjeds.

The King, juftly oflFended by this perfidious

condu6l, and the many infults that were offered

to his flag, would not have fufpended his refent-

ment, and with- held what he owes to the digpity

of his crown for eight months, if he had not beea

unwilling to expofe Europe to the calamities of a,

new war. It was upon this falutary principle,

that France hehaved with the utmofl: moderation,

during the moft injurious proceedings of Eng-

land.

While the'Britifli fleet, fometlmes by thebafeft

artifices, and fometimes by the motl outrageous

violence, were feizing the veflels of France, which

were fa^iling without fufpicion of danger, under

the common fafeguard of public faith, his Ma-
jefl:y fent back to England a frigate which had

been feized by the French fleer, and iuffered the

Britifli merchantmen to continue trading without

interruption in the ports of France.

While the French foldiers and failors, captives

in the Britifli iflands at a time of peace, were

treated with a feverity.by which the bounds that

the laws of nature and the common principles of

humanity have let to the rights of war^ were ex-

ceeded, the Englifh lived and traded without mo-

leftation in France, under the protedion of that

reci-


