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" It does not : we made our bargain, and held

each other to it, till he chose to break it. Let

him bear the consequences, as I do."

"Alas, they fall on him far less heavily than

on you ! He has all the world before him

where to choose, while you have nothing left—
but me."

He did not seem to hear her, and fell into a

gloomy reverie, which she dared not break, but

sat, patiently beguiling her lonely watch with

sad thoughts of the twilight future they were to

share together,— a future which might have been

so beautiful and happy, had true love earlier

made them one.

" Another day, another night, then there were

sounds about the house which told Helwyze what

was passing, without the need of any question.

He asked none ; but lay silent for the most

part, as if careless or unconscious of what went

on around him. He missed Olivia for an hour,

and when she returned, traces of tears upon her

cheeks told him that she had been to say fare-

well to Gladys. He had not spoken that name

even to himself ; for now an immeasurable space

seemed to lie between him and its gentle owner.

She had gone into a world whither he could not

follow her. A veil, invisible, yet impenetrable,


