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Mike and Quambo purchased a lot between them

at a short distance from the settlement, and became

prosperous farmers; but they remained bachelors

to the end of their days—Mike declaring that the

sound of his fiddle was more satisfactory to his ears

than the scolding of a wife or the squalling of chil-

dren. Albeit, he never failed to bring it on his fre-

quent visits, to the infinite delight of my youngsters,

who invariably began to dance and snap their fingers

when they caught sight of him and his sturdy nag

approaching our door.

Kepenau and Manilick, having become civilized

themselves, laboured incessantly in the civilization

of their people—aided by our revered friend, Martin

Godfrey, who eventually settled down among them.

We were not altogether without some trials and

troubles, but we had also much to make us happy

;

and I can honestly say that we had good reason to

be thankful—though we could never be sufliciently so

—to that Merciful Being who had preserved us amid

the many dangers we had passed through during the

period I have described.


