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of the slaveholding colonies as a main ingredi­
ent, and attributes to the masters of slaves, who 
are not themselves slaves, the highest love of 
liberty and the most difficult task of subjection. 
It was the most gorgeous speech ever delivered 
in the Senate, and the most applauded ; but it 
was only a magnificent exhibition, as Mr. Pink­
ney knew, and could not sustain in the reading 
the plaudits it received in delivery ; and there­
fore he avoided its publication. He gave but 
little attention to the current business of the 
Senate, only appearing in his place when the 
« Salaminian galley was to be launched,” or 
some speeial occasion called him gluing his 
time and labor to the bar, where his pride and 
glory was. He had previously served in the 
House of Representatives, and his first speech 
there was attended by an incident illustrative of 
Mr. Randolph’s talent for delicate intimation, 
and his punctilious sense of parliamentary eti­
quette. Mr. Pinkney came into the House with 
a national reputation, in the fulness of his fame, 
and exciting a great expectation—which he was 
obliged to fulfil. He spoke on the treaty­
making power—a questiop of diplomatic and 
constitutional law; and he having been minister 
to half the courts of Europe, attorney general 
of the United States, and a jurist by profession, 
could only speak upon it in one way—as a great 
master of the subject ; and, consequently, ap­
peared as if instructing the House. Mr. Ran­
dolph—a veteran of twenty years’ parliamentary 
service—thought a new member should serve 
a little apprenticeship before he became an in­
structor, and wished to signify that to Mr. 
Pinkney. He had a gift, such as man never 
had, at a delicate intimation where he desired 
to give a hint, without offence; and he displayed 
it on this occasion. He replied to Mr. Pinkney, 
referring to him by the parliamentary designa­
tion of “ the member from Maryland ; ” and 
then pausing, as if not certain, added, “ I believe 
he is from Maryland.” This implied doubt as 
to where he came from, and consequently as to 
who he was, amused Mr. Pinkney, who under­
stood it perfectly, and taking it right, went over 
to Mr. Randolph’s seat, introduced himself, and 
assured him that he was “from Maryland,” 
They became close friends for ever after ; and it 
was Mr. Randolph who first made known his 
death in the Hbuse of Representatives, interrupt- 
ng for that purpose an angry debate, then

raging, with a beautiful and apt quotation from 
the quarrel of Adam and Eve at their expulsion 
Mm paradise. The published debates give this 
account of ilÿ- “ Mr. Randolph rose to announce 
to the House an event which he hoped would 
put an end, at least for this day, to all further 
jar or collision, here or elsewhere, among the 
members of this body. Yes, for this one day, 
at least, let us say, as our first mother said to 
our first father—

‘ While yet we live, scarce one short hour perhaps, 
Between us two let there be peace.1

“ I rise to announce to the House the not un­
locked for death qf a man who filled the first 
place in the public estimation, in the first profes­
sion in that estimation, in this or in any other 
country. We have been talking of General 
Jackson, and a greater than him is, not here, 
but gone for ever. I allude, sir, to the boast 
of Maryland, and the pride of the United States 
—the pride of all of us, but more particularly 
the pride and ornament of the profession of 
which you, Mr. Speaker (Mr. Philip P. Bar­
bour), are a member, and an eminent one.”

Mr. Pinkney was kind and affable in his 
temper, free from every taint of envy or jealousy, 
conscious of his powers, and relying upon them 
alone for success. He was a model, as I have 
already said, and it will bear repetitlbn, to all 
young men in his habits of study and applica­
tion, and at more than sixty years of age was 
still a severe" student. In politics he classed 
democratically and was one of the few of our 
eminent public men who never seemed to think 
of the presidency. Oratory was his glory, the 
law his profession, the bar his theatre ; and his 
service in Congress was only a brief episode, 
dazzling each House, for he was a momentary 
member of each, with a single and splendid 
speech.

CHAPTER IX.

ABOLITION OF THE INDIAN FACTORY SYSTEM.

The experience of the Indian factory system, 
is an illustration of the unfitness of the federal 
government to carry on any system of trade, 
the liability of the benevolent designs of the gov­
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