
IlECKONING FOU rUD TWENTIETH CHNTUllY.

" Diaring tho past y«ar the seed sown has been rTuctifyiug and many who hold back

havo been won over and have given their adhesion to tho movement. Among the many
important railways ready to cooperate, some appear to see no necensity for further delay,

and desire to secure at once the advantages vrhich will result from the change. At this

date it is public^ly sinnoiinced that the Canadian Pacific Railway Company have deter-

mined to adopt the 24-hour system, and are actually preparing to make the change at an

early day.' Such proceedings can be accepted as indicating a proper appreciation of the

reform which the American Society of Civil Engineers hats advocatet',, and equally show?

the discernment of those who direct the management of the youngest of the trans-

continental railways. This practical commencement will, without a doubt, be speedily

followed by other railway companies, and before long we may look for the 24-hour system

coming into general use." '

There is undoubtedly a growing feeling in many quarters in favour of the twenty-

four hour system. It is reported to be used with great advantage on the whole of the

cables and other lines of the Eastern Telegraph Company, and its connections extending

from England through Europe and the Mediterranean to Egypt, and from Egypt to South

Africa, India, China and Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

It is a pertinent question to a.sk, what influence these various changes will have in

preparing the public mind for another, and it may be said a final change, the adoptioa

of one uniform time in every longitude? For it must be evident to the thoughtful ob-

server that the movement for reforming our time-system will not have attained its object

until this end be accomplished.

Those persons who have been in the habit of finishing their daily- work at 6 p.m.

under the twenty-four hour system will end it at 18. Those who retired to rest at 10 or

11 p.m. win seek their beds at 22 or 23. The idea that solar noon and 12 o'clock are one

' At midsiinimer 1880, the Canadian Puciflc Railway was opened from the At<antic to the Pacific and the
twoiity-fiiiir hotir system wont into force in running " tlirongh " trains. Tlie example set l)y tlie railway company
has l)een follnwed in the Towns and Villngea along tlio line, and the inliabitants generally having experienced the

advantages nf llio cliango, no desire is expressed in any quarter to return to tho old usage.

' Tho following f(.Mit note is

added :— " It is propi>sed to adapt

(•locks and watches now iu use to

the change, by having in8crib»d on

the existiiigdials the new numbers
of the afternoon hours,—thirteen to

twenty-four (l;i to 24) inclusive, as

in the I'late. Tho oidy practical

ditliculty to l>e overcome is mot by
the simple exiK'diont of placing on

the face of the waUh or clo<-k a

supplementary dial slio\>ing the

new afternoon hours in Arabic

numerals within the nrewMit Wo-

man tigures. The supplementary

dial, nnist l>e of thin material, and
it has Inien fomid that by Ixdng

made simply nf paixr and secured

to its jK)8iti(in by any gum which
will aiihere to an enamelled sur-

face, tho object is attained with-

out any f\irther alteration of tho

watch or clock. The Committee i9

aware that these seem trifiing mat-

tora to bring under the notice of

the Convention, but questions of

gre it moment not seldom hinge on
small details. It is evident from
what has Ixten set forth, that every

person in tho (^immunity, may at

tlie cost of a few trents in each case,

adapt his watch to the 24 hour
system. The Committee accord-

ingly re|)eat their conviction that

with the disappearance of the only

practical dilflculty at an insignifi-

cant cost, there is nothing to pre-

vent the Railway authorities and
the Community at largo adopting

the change as wnm as they become
alive to ita advantages."—Report

at tho Buffalo Convention of the

American Society of Civil Engi-

necn.
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