
[D.:UMBERI 10, 1880.]

since the confederation of the provinces
that lias occupied it more, and that lias
been of more importance to the Domin-
ion at large than the question of the
Canadian Pacific Railway. When the
gentlemen who led the Governmnent of
this country from 1867 to 1873 con-
pleted the confederation of the older pro-
vinces, they turned their attention west-
ward, and, they found there a
large extent of country, whicli
was compa'ratively unknown, but which
it was9 believed contained tiat whici
was necessary to the completion and to the
success of the whole Dominion. They
had seen that, notwithstanding we had
abundance of good soil in the older pro-
vinces, that the ease with which the
prairie faris could be cultivated, and the
p.roductiveness of the soil, offered attrac-
tions to many of our young men which
they were unable to resist, and for years
some of the best blood of the country-the boue and sinew of the provinces-
had been passing over into the United
States, to find h'omies on that prairie land,and help) to develope that western country
and buiil 11p the whole Union. The
census of 1870 shows that for the ten
jears preceding, there had passed out of

Canada on an average, twenty.four thou-
Sand of our people every year'; and I an
lute satisfied that the census of t)is vear

ot the United States will show thaît of
anadian born subjects, or the descen-

danuts of Canadiai borni subjects, there
are now in the United States, between,on1e and two millions of Feople, most ofwhomu but for tho praile soil, or the great
impetus that has been gi ven ·to eastern
trade in consequence of the deopment
of that westeri country,wald be residents
of the Dominion. Therefore, there waswizdom in endeavorinig to ascertaiin ifthat great drain upon tliis country could
nOt bestopped, and that those who desired
prairie farms should find the sane at-
tractions nudet Our own flag as exist inth Western States. Terefore, the
purchase of the North-West. vas coin-
pleted, and tienf the Province of 1,ritish
Colurnbia was added to i. 'Ih en the
qIestioni arrose, '']ow are ive to uîtilizethis purchase ? " and the only answerthat could be given to tat was by ro-
viding facilities for rapid and easy inter-cours with that territory, not oniy te
enabie the intending settlers to reach the
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prairie, but that the produce of their
farms might find a route to tie markets
of the East. The whole people agreed
as to tho desirability or the necessity of
having a, Pacific Railway to open u
thi country, and to connect and bind
the whole together. Differences of
.opinion, iowever, existed as to ou:-
ability to meet tie cost, as well as thi
,mode to be adopted to se-cure it. The
Men, wlio then led the Government o'f
the country, proposed the plan pursued
largely in the United States, Of making
the lands contribute largely to the co-e
of the roads.over them. In the past
twenty years the United States Gov-
ernmient bas given over sixty
millions of dollars in noney, andý
200,000,000 acros of land, mainly
for the construction of railways. Tht-
proposition of our Governnent origin-
ally was ba.sed upon this practice of the
United States to give to any
company undertaking the w ork i.

subsidy in ionev, and land. Cir-
cumstances to which we need not refer,
prevented the acconplishmnent of thae
policy. A change of Government took
place. The road was taken in iands by
the new Governmont, and construction
was proceeded witli, and, I an sure, if w,
required anîy proof of the wisdomi andi.
advantages of the o ther course, we had i'
during the five years in which the rail-
way was being carried on as a governi -

ient work. Another changrof Govern-
ment bas taken place, and the gentlemen
who originally moved in this Pacitic
Railway have now the nianagenient of
i. Adhering to their original plan of
construction by a compay, as approved
bv Parliaient, tliey have sought for ona
egnal to the uidertaking, and an-
nounice to us tiat they have succeeded.
Tlie particulars of the contract are noý
yet public, but douîbtiess there is a sub-
sidy of nioney and lands, as originally
propîosel. The land witiout railways i..i
of no valute wlatever to is, and i
by giving evein a large lportioe?
for the constru::tion of a roadi
whichî will render tl)e whole, inîcluding
wlat we retain, of value, then we are
the gainers--ookinag to the mere di
posal of land-and shall have by that en
hanced value more than the mîîoney por-
tion of the subsiiy returined tot us. Tlh-
whole territor'v, when h1elet b.y tIh
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