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Division

Some hon. Members: Question.
The house divided on the amendment to the 

amendment (Mr. Lewis) which was negatived 
on the following division:

Some of those who claim that they 
speaking for our provinces seem to think that 
there is an impassable stone wall between 
British Columbia and the remainder of 
Canada.

I would like to tell the house, Mr. Chair
man, that the record number of Liberal 
bers from British Columbia elected to the 
Canadian Parliament bears out the fact that 
the people of British Columbia are no intro
verts, scowling behind a stone wall.

The great majority of citizens in British 
Columbia believe in the future of Canada and 
are ready to strengthen the ties of Confedera
tion and make all necessary adjustments 
which could be required in the process.

Much has been said about the language 
rights of the two founding races. Some are 
afraid of being forced to speak English or 
obliged to speak French; but in Canada as it 
is today, and more and more in the Canada of 
tomorrow, I want my children to be bilingu
al, indeed I would like them to be able to 
express themselves in many languages, the 
more so since they will have to live in a 
shrinking world, a world in which progress 
will depend upon the knowledge of other lan
guages, other cultures and other peoples. 
[English]

In concluding, Mr. Speaker, the Canadian 
of tomorrow should know English, French and 
as many other languages as he can assimilate. 
He will be a better Canadian for it and a 
better world citizen.

If there is a sufficient number of French 
speaking citizens in any area of Canada who 
want their children to be educated in French 
as a primary language, by all means let us 
grant them that right. At the same time let 
us encourage them, for the sake of their 
children, to develop the greatest possible 
fluency in English as well as in French.
• (9:30 p.m.)

Canadians have everything to lose and noth
ing to gain by relying on alleged historical, 
statistical and legalistic precedents to deny 
their neighbours cultural and linguistic 
equality. Canada has made more progress in 
its brief 100 years of existence than any other 
nation in the world. We have not made all 
that progress in this brief period of time by 
opposing change, innovation and reform.

Some hon. Members: Question.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Is the house ready for 
the question?
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