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agricultural products in the markets of tbe
world-Denmark, Australia and the Argen-
tine-tbe British pound bas been wortb $6,
86.10 and even up to $7. These countries
bave thus been able to underseil us and take
from us our markets in oriental countries.

Now wecorne to tbe redorm measures which,
bave been brougbt down at this session. Such
reforms as the unemploymen!t insurance bill,
the forty-e:ight heur week, the weekly day of
rest, the minimum wage, are ahl rigbt in
themselves but tbey are of no immediate belp
to tbe people who are in the greatest distress
at the presenit time; they are not intended to
be. In my opinion the greatest reform. of all
was that put into operation by tbe Liberal
governimenit when tbey were in power; I
ref er to the 01-d Age Pensions Act of 1927.
By it men axnd women of seventy yeurs of
age, subjeet to certain conditions, can get a
pension of $20 a month for the rest of their
lives. This brings cornfort and security to
them in their decliniýng years and is a arnal
recognition of what they have contributed to
the welfare of this country. I have seen
rnany people approacbing the sunset of their
lives made happy by the sense oi security
wvhicbh that pension bas brougbt thern. We
spent last year $12,314.000 on old age pen-
sions. Acording to the last cen.sus statistics
there were in Canada 344.907 people over
seventy yeurs of age. Of people over sixty
we have 870,000, and if the same pro-portion
qual.ified, pensions could be given to those
over sixty at an annual cost of 331.047,600.
Again if the veterans' allowance were changeld
sO that the age of cntitlernent was fifty in-
stead of sixty, it would co8t $7,500.000 instead
of $2.500.000. We have many different kinds
of pensions in Canada. I believe in the idea
of liaving pensions or dividends, for a very
definite reason. We bave judges' pensions,
civil service pensions, and many oth-er kinds.
It seems to me that these should be reviewed,
with the purpo!se of seeing to it that those
wbo bave the .best organization and are in
the best position to press their dlaims do not
neccs'sarily obtain the best treatment. I be-
lieve in the idea of giving dividends, be-
cause in no other way can purcbasing power
be put in-to the bands of a deserving cla.ss of
people. We want these people to bave pur-
chasing power; we want tbemn ta have a
rea2onabie standard of living, and in no otber
way can that be aecomplished. Everynne will
agree that the average man sbould carry in-
suraaoe, also that if be can lie should con-
tribute to an old age pension, but there is a
large class who find that quite impossible.
Tt is biard for us ta imagine a sta-te in wbich
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ail have the sanie degree of comifort; oNwing to
the difference in our endowmients some are
better providers than others, and fortune
does nlot smile with equal favour upon ail.
This condition of poverty for some bas always
been regarded as inevitable. Those of us
who, found ourselves in tbat position had
either to work tharough or around it or to
endure it. But I find in a book by J. A.
Spender these words:

The self -consciouisness which rccognizes
poverty as a cu]rable e'-11 is of comiparativeir
receot growt]i. and rnay well be held hereafter
to have l)eeII the most benefleent of ail the
changes of thouglit ln the nineteenth century.

If we are to regard poverty as a curable
condition we must make sorne preparations3
for euring it.

To whorn sbouild dividends be ,iv~en? I
would say fiat to the blind. We are ail
glad to know that at least sorne of the blind
people -are likely to get a pension in the
very near ýfutuire. I would salv, second. to
the fathers and the mothers who have chil-
drcn whio shouild be at scbool. No one wishes
to sec youing boys and girls foreed out into
the biard work of life when they should be in
selvool. I wotild say, in the third .rlacc, to
those wbio cannot provide sanitary bornes for
tlîeir families; to the under-privileged; te
tliose wvbo have given rneritoriouis service to
thecir country; te the disabled. Let us sup-
pose the bread winner of the farniily is di-.-
abled; had lie becn killed bis wife woull
have receeved the rnother's allo-wance and
,w ould live in com.fort, but as it is the dis-
abled head of the ýfarnily is leSt at borne to be
dependerit upon charit.y. Theu, most particu-
larly I wou'ld say that when rnen and wvomen
bave re-acbed *a certain age tbey are entitled
to a pension if they will reti-re frorn the
labour market and make way for the younC-r
men and women who are growing- up. You
may deýstroy the morale of a young person
by a pension, but you would not destroy the
morale of a persoat sixty or over.

Now, why should dividends be given? Bc-
cause the classes of persons to wbom I su,--
gest they should bc given are Icitizens oe a
solvent country and are entitled ta share in
itis natural resources. During the last fifty
years great changes have taken place; ma-
chines bave been invented; tbere have been
advances in scientific tbougbt. Drudgery is
no longer necessary to the extent that it was.
and more time should be given to leisure and
to artistie pursuits. Dividends would give
people an oqsportunity for enjoyment, and
their oultural heritage is tbeir claimn on a
sbare of Canada's assets.


