
While some work has been done to understand the effectiveness of VNRIs i
achieving envirornental objectives, littie has been done to understand their
impacts on trade competitiveness. For example, what impacts will ISO 14001
have on Canada's auto parts industry? And how do envirornental labels affect
export prospects?

Because of the importance of trade to the Canadian economy, especially the
trade ini products involving significant environmental issues, the Task Force on
Trade and Envirornent of the International Trade Advisory Committee
considers it necessary to better understand how VNRIs affect trade
competitiveness.

This report is timely. Durmng the next several years there will be considerable
development of VNRIs and other policy tools as Canada and its trading
Partners corne to izrips with protocols on climate chanee, persistent organic


